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NEWSLETTER

Saskatchewan

Orchid Society

Editor's Note: The newsletter will be distributed electronically to
all members for whom we have an email address. If you wish to
switch from paper to electronic delivery (blind copy so your email
address remains private), please notify me at thues@sasktel.net.

Future Meeting Dates:

Feb 26, 2017 Mar 19, 2017 Apr 23, 2017
May 28, 2017 Sept 2017 Oct 2017
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Presentation - Ben Rostron is a
professor of Earth and Atmospheric
Sciences at the University of Alberta
and an accredited American Orchid
Society Judge. Or as his daughter is
fond of noting, “his passions are rocks
and flowers.” As an orchid judge, Ben
has specialized in travelling the world in
search of orchid species in situ. A
gallery of his photos has been posted
online by the North American Orchid
Conservation Center (http:/
northamericanorchidcenter.org/featured-
orchids-of-alberta/). Ben’s presentation to the SOS will
feature photos from a trip to China in search of rare
Cypripedium orchids.

Plant sale Members are encouraged to bring
plants to sell to other members attending the meeting.

Plant raffle There will be plants for the raffle,
donated by Saskatoon Co-op. Tickets can be purchased
at the library table, 1 ticket for $1 or 3 for $2. Thanks
again to Sherida for making this possible!

Thank you! To SOS member James Wood for
donating a new bluetooth adapter to connect the laptop
computer to our new speaker, for better sound volume
and quality.

February General Meeting Speaker

Terry Letendre of the Orchid Society of Alberta is
visiting us in February (weather permitting). Terry will be
bringing plants for sale from his large and varied
collection; he may be able to send us a plant list from
which to pre-order. This will be confirmed in February.
Stay tuned!

Did you have an orchid open its flower too
early or too late to bring to a general
meeting for Show & Tell? Take a photo of it
and email it to me at thues@sasktel.net and
I’ll put it on our facebook page!

Tracey Thue
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Paphiopedilum villosum

Potted in a mix of bark, perlite, chopped
sphagnum moss and charcoal, this plant grows on
an east-facing windowsill in the winter and
outdoors in the summer in a moderately bright
location. The species does not like to dry out so it
is watered 1-2x a week with rain water.  http://
www.slipperorchids.info/paphdatasheets

paphiopedilum/villosum/index.html Tracey Thue.

GARDENSCAPE
March 24 - 26, 2017

Mark vour calendars! The SOS is once
again entering a display at Gardenscare.
Consider bringing your flowering plants to
be part of the display. Volunteers are
encouraged to sign up to work shifts at the
display - sigh up sheets will be available at
the February SOS general meeting.

This vear the SOS is being joined by the
Orchid Seecies Preservation Foundation,
with the 2 displays to be presented side by
side for an even larger, more exciting
display!
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NOVEMBER 20 MEETING MINUTES

Recorded by Donna Carlson-O’Keefe

Announcements

Bob Lucas welcomed members, including one new
member, and a guest to the meeting.

Memberships are on sale, $25 for an individual,
$30 for a family membership. Members not renewing
by the end of this meeting will lose membership
privileges, including access to the plant sale table.

Plants donated by the Saskatoon Co-op and
Safeway will be raffled today. Tickets can be purchased
at the Library table, 1 for $1 or 3 for $2.

The late Charlotte Cummings of One Twisted Sister
Artworks donated an assortment of her glazed orchid
pots to Heather Anderson and Cheryl Adamson. The
pots will be placed on the plant sale table, with
proceeds going to the 2023 World Orchid Congress bid
committee. This committee was established to try to
bring the 2023 WOC to Edmonton.

Today’s presentation is a panel discussion on
internet sources of information about orchids and
orchid culture. Panel members are Pat Randall, Don
Keith and Tracey Thue, with additional material
contributed by Calvin Lo, who couldn’t attend today’s
meeting.

There are plants on the plant sale table. Those
wishing to purchase plants should put their numbers in
at the front desk. When a number is drawn, that
member can choose one plant; after each person has
had a chance to select a plant, anyone can go back and
purchase more. The orchid pots are not part of the
lottery; anyone wishing to purchase pots may do so at
any time.

Treats today were provided by Jennifer Osachoff,
Lynne Corrigan, Vicky Wiley, Merle Ward, Marge
Kowalchuk and Lori Pozniak. People wishing to
volunteer to bring treats to future meetings should sign
up with Shirley.

There is information at the front table on the 2017
World Orchid Conference in Ecuador and a post-
conference tour proposed by The Orchid Species
Preservation Foundation.

Resources

Pat reported that a new type of bark, Orchiata, is
available from a supplier in BC. Orchiata is from the
New Zealand pine tree Pinus radiata, and is very dense,
more uniform in size and lasts longer than regular bark.
With shipping, the cost is about double that of regular
bark. Pat has a sample for members to examine. If
there is enough interest, Pat will bring some in for sale
to SOS members.

Problem Corner

A member had ordered a couple of Masdevallia plants
from Ecuagenera. When they arrived, both were in bud.
They were repotted and they are now producing new
leaves, but the buds haven’t opened. Will they
eventually open or should he cut them off?

Advice from members present:

¢ A problem with low humidity would stop the buds
from opening;

¢ Most orchid plants, and Masdevallias in particular,
are prone to shock; after the shock of shipping these
buds may never open. Remove the buds and the
plants will produce more blooms in the future.

Paphiopedilum
F.C. Puddle
Grown by Tracey
Thue, Photo by
Sara Thue
Oncidium Gold Dust
(Onc. Twinkle x cheirophorum)
Grown & photographed by Tobi Fenton
I — I
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Show and Tell

Thirteen plants were shown by Claire Bullaro,
Don Keith, Sherida Gregoire, Heather Anderson,
Tracey Thue and Bob Lucas.

Break

Presentation: A panel discussion on web sources
for all things related to orchids. Panelists: Calvin
Lo (in his absence Calvin’s written contribution
was presented by Heather Anderson), Pat Randall,
Tracey Thue, Don Keith.

Calvin explained what forums, or message boards
are and how they work. Most people in the forums
are helpful, but don’t believe everything you read!
Calvin’s favourite forums are:
OrchidsForum.com, OrchidBoard.com (very
good for new growers), m.reddit.com/r/orchids
(Reddit for orchids). There are forums dedicated to
certain genera, such as BigLeafOrchids.com
(specializes in Phalaenopsis), and
SlipperTalk.com (specializes in Paphiopedilum,
Phragmipedium, Cypripedium, Mexipedium and
Selenipedium). An old but still useful forum is
TheOrchidSource.com.

Pat recommends OrchidBoard.com, a very active
forum developed by a Maritimer with members
world-wide.

Tracey recommends SlipperTalk.com.

Don uses the internet to find information, not so
much for social interaction. He recommends

OrchidSpecies.com, which lists 21,000 species
in 855 genera. He has the app on his smart phone
and uses it to prescreen orchids that he’s
considering purchasing. It has 700 subscribers at
$10 per year. Don also recommends Brad’s
Greenhouse and Gardening from Duncan, BC.
Brad produces one or two videos a week on the
topics of orchids, carnivorous plants and
greenhouse mechanics and management. Anyone
can subscribe to Brad’s YouTube channel, or
search YouTube for his videos.

Other members suggested OrchidWeb.com, the
website of Orchids Limited in Minneapolis, or
searching YouTube for any topic in which you are
interested.

Plant Raffle

There were 38 plants donated by the Saskatoon
Co-op and Safeway; all were claimed by those
purchasing raffle tickets.

Plant Sale

Several pieces of mounting bark and synthetic tree
fern were on the table for sale, as well as 7 plants.
Much of these sold. There was a collection of the
glazed pots on the sale table as well, donated by
the late Charlotte Cummings.

Adjournment Approx. 3:25 pm.

NoVEMBER 4-12, 2017

GUAYARVIL (oNVENTION (ENTER

PAGE 4


http://orchidsforum.com
http://orchidboard.com
http://m.reddit.com/r/orchids
http://bigleaforchids.com
http://slippertalk.com
http://theorchidsource.com
http://orchidboard.com
http://slippertalk.com
http://orchidspecies.com
http://orchidweb.com
http://orchidsforum.com
http://orchidboard.com
http://m.reddit.com/r/orchids
http://bigleaforchids.com
http://slippertalk.com
http://theorchidsource.com
http://orchidboard.com
http://slippertalk.com
http://orchidspecies.com
http://orchidweb.com

SASKATCHEWAN ORCHID SOCIETY
JANUARY 2017 VOLUME 34, ISSUE #4

SOS NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL TABLE
Photos by Tracey Thue

Comparettia speciosa
Grower: Don Keith

Dendrobium trigonopus
Grower: Tracey Thue

Phragmipedium caudatum
Grower: Sherida Gregoire

Potinara Rebecca’s Delight ‘Moonglow’ Angraecum sesquipedale
Grower: Gabriele Burmeister Grower: Sherida Gregoire
Phragmipedium Paul Eugene Conroy
(Phrag longifolium ‘Waunakee’ x wallisii ‘Warrior’
Grower: Sherida Gregoire

PAGE 5



SASKATCHEWAN ORCHID SOCIETY
JANUARY 2017 VOLUME 34, ISSUE #4

Trichopilia fragrans
Grower: Tracey Thue

Phragmipedium Peruflora’s
Cirila Alca

(Phrag dalessandroi x kovachii)
Grower: Bob Lucas

Potinara Hsingying Rouge ‘CH#6’ Paphiopedilum tranlienianum
Grower: Sherida Gregoire Grower: Bob Lucas

Vanda Robert Delight ‘Dark Red’
Grower: Sherida Gregoire

Paphiopedilum lockianum var. coccinea
Grower: Heather Anderson
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Paphiopedilum insigne ‘Ane-Marie’ CCM/AQOS 85pts
Exhibitor: Svend Munkholm

Paphiopedilum insigne ‘Royal Road’s’
CCM/AOS 75pts and CCE/AOS 92pts
Exhibitor: Svend Munkholm
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This plant was part of Eugene
Ostapovich’s collection that he
kindly donated to the OSPF in
the fall of 2013.
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Feb 11, 12, 2017 Southern Ontario Orchid

Society Show & Sale, Toronto Botanical
Garden ORCHID SHOW & SALE

Toronto Botanical Garden
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Mar 2017 Gardenscape, Prairieland Park,
Saskatoon The SOS will be entering a

ORCHDEXPO 2017
display - stay tuned for details. ;

Su/
\

CHID SOCIETY

March 25, 26, 2017 Orchid Expo 2017,
Montreal

March 25, 26, 2017 Vancouver Orchid
Society Show & Sale, VanDusen Botanical
Garden, Vancouver

Apr 7, 8,9, 2017 Orchid Society of Alberta
Annual Orchid Fair and Canadian Orchid
Congress AGM, The Enjoy Centre, St Albert
The SOS will be entering a display - stay
tuned for details.

OVER 30,000 ORCHID FLOWERS!

SOUTHERN ONTARIO OR
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" %” ECUAGENERA ORCHID TOURS %

Dave Nixon, President of the Orchid Species Preservation
Foundation is coordinating with Ecuagenera a

TOUR OF ECUADOR
to take place directly after the World Orchid Conference.

Proposed dates are Sunday November 12 to Thursday
November 23, 2017. If you are interested please contact Dave
Nixon dnixon@shaw.ca. Go to http://www.woc22.com/ for
information on the WOC. There’s also lots of information on
Ecuagenera’s website http://www.ecuagenera.com
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