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NEWSLETTER

!
Editor’s Note: The newsletter will be distributed electronically 
to all members for whom we have an email address.  If you wish 
to switch from paper to electronic delivery, please notify me at 
thues@sasktel.net. !!
Future Meeting Dates: !
September 28, 2014! October 26, 2014       November 23, 2014!
January 25, 2015   ! February 22, 2015       March 22, 2015!

September Meeting	


The September general meeting of the Society will be held on !

September 28,  2014 at John Dolan School, commencing at 1:30 p.m. !

The meeting will feature a presentation by Bob Lucas titled “An Eclectic !

Guide to the Orchid Phalaenopsis”.!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS !
September marks the beginning 

of our 2014-2015 season of society 
meetings. Membership renewals 
will be on sale at the September 
meeting, $25 for a single and $30 
for a family membership.!

Please return any library 
materials borrowed over the 
summer. Jan is planning to carry 
out an inventory and will update 
the library inventory that is posted 
on the website.!

Our President, Bob Lucas, an 
accomplished Phalaenopsis grower 
and breeder, will be giving a 
presentation titled “An Eclectic 
Guide to the Orchid 
Phalaenopsis”.!

The September meeting will 
have a raffle of plants donated by 
Safeway.  Be sure to purchase your 
tickets from Jan or Debby at the 
Library table, $1 for one, $2 for 
three.!

Since we don’t have a guest 
presenter from outside our society 
selling plants, please feel free to 
bring divisions or seedlings to sell 
on the plant sale table. Ten percent 
of each sale goes to the society to 
help operating costs. !
Meeting Agenda!

Announcements!
Problem Corner!
Show and Tell!
Coffee/Supplies!
Presentation!
Plant Raffle!
Plant Sale!
Adjournment!

 MAY 25  MINUTES!
Announcements!

Bob welcomed everyone to the 
May meeting. !

Bob thanked Cal Carter for his 
3 years as President and presented 
him with a 2014/2015 membership 
as a thank you gift. !

Debby Huciliak was successfully 
nominated for the vacant Librarian 
position.!

!
We need a Web Master and 

website designer; Bob asked for 
members with expertise to 
volunteer for the position.!

The COC Show posters are for 
sale at the library at $9.95 for an 
8x10” print on metallic paper. !

The 2014 Silent Auction raised 
$692.00.  Proceeds from the 
auction assist the society by 
providing funding for guest 
speakers who most often come 
from out of province to speak and 
who also bring plants for sale.!

As this is the last meeting of 
the year, please pick up your 
supplies.!
Problem Corner!

No issues were reported.!
Show and Tell!

Plants were shown by 
Cheryl Adamson, Tracey Thue, 
Yvette Lyster, Bob Lucas, Mary 
Orchard, Al Hartridge, and 
Dolores Crawford.!

Break!
Annual Show & Tell Draw!

The annual Show & Tell Draw 
was won by Jenn Burgess. She was 
presented with a flowering 
Miltoniopsis. 
Presentation 

Mishaal Ali of Edmonton gave a 
presentation on paludariums.  A 
paludarium is a type of vivarium that 
incorporates both terrestrial and 
aquatic elements.  Michael has 
applied this technique to the culture 
of orchids (see photo on left and 
below). He uses Exoterra tanks from 
pet stores and common household 
materials to create self-contained 
biomes. The presentation was very 
successful and generated numerous 
questions. 
Plant Raffle 

There were 60 plants available, 
including Phalaenopsis and 
Miltonias, all donated by Safeway. 
Plant Sale 

Numerous plants were sold by 
members, and by Mishaal Ali. 
Mishaal sold a number of miniature 
orchids and other plants suitable for 
growing in a paludarium, including 
Bromeliads in the genus Neoregelia 
and genus Cryptanthus. 
Adjournment: 
Approximately 2:40 pm
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! !

SOS MAY SHOW AND TELL TABLE    PHOTOS BY SARA THUE

Paphiopedilum Michael Koopowitz 
Exhibitor: Cheryl Adamson

Paphiopedilum Magic Lantern !
Exhibitor: Al Hartridge

Phragmipedium Grande!
Exhibitor: Cheryl Adamson

Dendrobium Rainbow Dancer ‘Akazuki Chan’ 
Exhibitor: Yvette Lyster
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Dendrobium Hibiki (bracteosum x laevifolium) 
Exhibitor: Cheryl Adamson

Laelia purpurata v. carnea!
 Exhibitor: Tracey Thue

Vanda Pachora Delight ‘Pachara’ FCC/JOG 
Exhibitor: Al Hartridge

Phalaenopsis Lyndon Coral Grosbeak!
Exibitor: Bob Lucas
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Welcome back to another 
wonderful year of indulging in 
the passion of orchids.  The 
geese flying over the 18th green 
at my golf course is a reminder 
that the first meeting of the 
Society will soon be upon us. 
2014-15 promises to be an 
exciting year as the Society will 
host the Annual Meeting of the 
Canadian Orchid Congress at 
Gardenscape on the last 
weekend in March. We have 
received permission from the 

American Orchid Society to 
hold an AOS-judged show in 
conjunction with the Meeting.  
Under the capable guidance of 
our Show coordinators, 
Heather Anderson and Cheryl 
Adamson, planning is well 
under way.  A number of 
committees have been struck 
to deal with the many duties 
associated with this endeavour 
and you will be receiving 
reports from the chairs of these 
committees throughout the 

year.  In addition you will be 
approached to volunteer for 
these committees and I urge 
you to contribute your time.  
The only qualification you need 
bring is enthusiasm.  The last 
time we hosted the COC in 
2002, visitors were highly 
complimentary of our efforts, 
and with your cooperation I am 
certain our Show will be 
another resounding success.!

                        Bob Lucas!

FOOTHILLS ORCHID SHOW JUNE 7-8, 2014 by Bob Lucas 

Here I am again, on the road 
with a load of orchids for a Society 
display at the Foothills Orchid 
Show in Calgary. Traveling in June 
sure beats February, as the plants 
can be exposed to the warm air. I 
plan to mount a modest display of 
17 plants using our black stand and 
copper pots.  In addition I have 
the SOS Show poster for 2015 to 
promote our hosting of the COC.!

Setup goes quickly as I have my 
faithful sidekick (Liz) to help and 
we preregistered the plants. We are 
finished in time to dive into the 
plant sale area before supper.  I 
spend too much at Ecuagenera on 
a flask of a kovachii cross and a 
blooming size Phrag caudatum 
‘fortuna’, although one benefit of 
my profligate behaviour is that Liz 

is able to purchase some 
magnificent cut cymbidiums for a 
friend at a discount.!

On Saturday morning I accept 
Ben Rostron’s invitation to 
participate in the AOS judging.  It 
was very informative and I was 
able to be of help in counting the 
blossoms on Gordon Heap’s 
Oncidium wentworthianum that 
received an 83 point CCM.  No 
small task as my tally was 
somewhere around 670.  In total 
there were nine AOS awards.!

 I also noted that of the 27 
plants in our display, 15 received 
ribbons.  Here is a list of who won 
what: Al Hartridge a first and a 
third; Heather Anderson, a second, 
Cheryl Adamson,  three firsts and 
a second, Bob Lucas, two firsts, 

three seconds and a third, Tracey 
Thue, a first and a second.  In 
addition Cheryl won the award for 
best  Cypripedium for her Phrag 
Michael Koopowitz.  Finally, the 
Society display won the award for 
best display 16-25 plants. Well 
done, folks and thanks for letting 
us display your plants.  I had to 
keep an eye on the display, as the 
FOS Executive was quite taken by 
it. !

Sunday was spent leisurely 
walking along the river and then 
back to the sale area for specials.  
Break-down occurred at 4:00 p. m. 
and we were on the road by 5:00.  I 
have included a picture of the SOS 
display along with some others of 
plants that caught my eye.
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SOS Display at Foothills Orchid Society Show, June 7-8, 2014. Display by Bob Lucas

Masdevallia coccinea ‘San Bar Solar Flare AM/AOS ! !                Lycaste bradeorum

Dendrobium aggregatum! ! ! Oncidium wentworthianum ‘Solar Stars’ CCM/AOS
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Application has been made to have the 2015 COC 
Show an American Orchid Society (AOS) 
sanctioned show. This application has been 
accepted and seven Certified AOS Judges have 
been secured for the show. Two of three judges 
have been confirmed to judge photography, art and 
orchids.!!
Work is ongoing for awards, ribbons, trophies and 
the photography associated with the awards.!!
The plant registration process for the Show is 
being explored and a training presentation is 
planned for a General SOS meeting in January or 
February 2015. With the knowledge gained from 
this session it is hoped SOS members will feel 
comfortable enough to register their plants that 
will be displayed and judged at the Show. !!
The Show poster is on the SOS website. Work has 
started on the program and silent auction. The 
seven AOS Judges have been asked to each give an 
educational presentation and two Vendors have 
volunteered to provide presentations.!!
Two vendors have confirmed their participation at 
the Show, two are pending and interest has been 
expressed from several other US, Canadian and 
Taiwan vendors.!!
Delegate registration forms will be posted on the 
SOS website in the near future. Early Bird (before 
January 31, 2015) cost will be $85, after that date the 

cost will be $100. This fee will include the 
Thursday evening Wine & Cheese and Plant 
vendor pre-sale, unlimited access to Gardenscape 
all weekend, free access to all the lectures and 
workshops, a ticket to the Saturday night banquet, 
etc.!!
A Sponsorship Program has been developed. The 
Planning Committee would appreciate 
consideration in providing Sponsorship for this 
event. Sponsorship will be available in units of $100 
and will provide the following:!
• The opportunity to have an award given out in 

your name, the name of a family member, in 
memory of a family member or the name of 
your business, etc. Each $100 will secure 
naming rights for one award, sponsorship of 
$200 will allow naming rights for 2 awards, etc.!

• Each sponsor will be recognized at the Awards 
Banquet on March 28, 2015, on the SOS 
website, and in the SOS newsletter.!

If you are interested in making a sponsorship 
commitment, please speak to Heather Anderson, 
Cheryl Adamson, or Sherida Gregoire as soon as 
possible. All three members will have a list of 
trophies available for sponsorship.!!
Do not hesitate to approach any of the SOS 
Executive with questions or for more details on the 
COC Show.

For the Love of Orchids 
28th Canadian Orchid Congress Show 

Proudly Hosted by 
The Saskatchewan Orchid Society 

March 27 - 29, 2015 !
SHOW UPDATE by Heather Anderson, COC Show Co-Chair 
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! I hope you all had a 
wonderful summer and your 
orchids have been rejuvenated by 
the long days and warm 
temperatures.  My collection 
didn’t get moved outside this 
summer since we were having 
renovations done to the exterior 
of our house and access to the 
plants in the apple tree would 
have been difficult. I think they 
did alright despite missing their 
summer holiday outside - the 

renovations also meant that the 
air conditioner was disconnected, 
so temperatures and humidity 
inside were higher than normal. 
The orchids inhabiting the house 
appreciated this more than the 
people!!
! Bob Lucas has passed the 
baton as newsletter editor to me 
and has taken on the President’s 
role once more. He has produced 
wonderful newsletters for many 
years and I look forward to 

reporting on the society’s 
activities. !
! If you have any 
comments or suggestions for the 
newsletter, or if you have any 
stories or articles you’d like to 
share with your fellow members, 
please contact me by email at 
thues@sasktel.net!

! Tracey Thue!

A WORD FROM YOUR NEW NEWSLETTER EDITOR

SOME SUMMER BLOSSOMS…….

Dendrobium unicum!
grown by Heather Anderson

Phrag Red Lightening x Grande 
grown by Heather Anderson

Phrag Schroderae 
grown by Tracey Thue

Phrag Mary Bess 
grown by Tracey Thue

Phrag Nichole Tower 
grown by Tracey Thue
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