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Editor’s Note   

The Newsletter will be 
distributed electronically to 
all members for whom we have 
an email address. If you wish to 
switch from Paper to electronic 
Delivery, notify me at 
(Robert.Lucas@usask.ca). Email me 
if you have not received your 
electronic newsletter by the 
third Sunday of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gardenscape 

Thank you to all members who 
brought their plants for the 
SOS display, and who volunteer-
ed to staff the display and share 
their enthusiasm and knowledge 
of orchid culture with the 
general public. Special Thanks 
are extended to Al Hartridge 
(and son), Dave Robinson, 
Eugene Kucey, Bob Lucas, Cal 
Carter, Sherida Gregoire, 
Evette Lyster and  Tracey thue 
for their help in the set up and 
take down of the display. 

Executive Elections 

Elections to the Executive for 
the 2010-11 year will be held 
during the april Meeting. We 
have a number of vacancies for 
next year.  If you wish to nomin-
ate someone or wish to stand for 
election yourself, please notify 
Sherida or another member of 
the Executive before the 
meeting.  

April Plant Order 
Piping Rock orchids, specializing 
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in Paphs and Phrags, will be 
visiting The OSA in May.  Carl 
Austin has offered us an 
opportunity to partake in a pre-
order.  The order deadline is 
the April meeting. You can also 
fax or email your order to 
Heather at:  Fax # 652-1347 or 
hjanderson4@hotmail.com  Check 
out the catalogue at 
www.pipingrockorchids.com/ 
 
Plant Raffle and Sale 

The remaining Betty Bethieume 
plants will be auctioned in 
April. Be sure to purchase your 
raffle tickets from Tracey at 
the Library table, $1or 3 for $2. 

Meeting Presentation 

Lorne Hyshka from Winnipeg 
will be presenting a talk 
entitled “Orchids in Thailand.”  
Lorne is past president of the 
MOS and the COC.  He is presid-
ent of the Native Orchid Con-
gress.  Lorne is an accomplished 
photographer of orchids and his 
work has been published in many 
venues including the Orchid 
Digest. 

Meeting Agenda 
• Announcements 
• Problem Corner 
• Show and tell 
• Coffee/Supplies 
• “Orchids in Thailand” 
• Plant Raffle and Sale 

 
 

April Meeting  

The April meeting of the 
Society will be held on 
April 25th at John Dolan 
School, commencing at 
1:30 p.m.  

 
 

Web Address 
 
www.saskorchids
.com 
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Announcements 
 
GardenScape – Gardenscape is 
coming up next weekend – March 
26-28 2010.  There are still 
spots to fill to man the display, 
so members are encouraged to 
sign up.  Gardenscape is open 
earlier this year and later for 
Friday and Saturday.  For those 
unable to pick up volunteer 
passes on Thursday evening 5-7 
pm, there are a few passes 
available from Sherida today.  
Blooming plants are to be 
dropped off Thursday, 5-7:30pm 
at Hall C – please put your 
name on the bottom of the pots, 
and please have them clean and 
staked.  Plants must be picked 
up between 5 and 5:30 pm on 
Sundays. 
 
Forestview Orders -  You will 
be contacted if you have 
ordered from Forestview.  
Forestview will again be at 
Gardenscape with many plants 
for sale. 
 
Raffle – There are many plants 
on the table today – some are 
potted in sphagnum, so they 
will have to be repotted. 
 
Elections – Next month we will 
be holding our elections for 
the executive.  There a several 
seats vacant, so members are 
encouraged to become more 
involved by being considered 
for a position.   
 
Plant Raffle – A bouquet of 
fresh flowers was arranged 
and donated by Sandy from 
Safeway. Orchids were donated.  
  
 

by Safeway. There were 30+ 
plants – a mix of phals and cats 
 
Problem Corner:  
 
Q – Phals have silvery white 
pocked spots. They have been 
watered with tap water. New 
leaves are healthy. Is it an 
insect? 
A – Could be a water problem. 
City water has a very high pH 
(over 9.0) and other members 
have found this to be 
detrimental to their plants. 
 
Show and Tell:  
Plants were shown by : Yvette 
Lyster, Ellen Ross, Eugene 
Kucey, Joanne Klimaszewski, 
Heather Anderson, Sherida 
Gregoire    
 
Demonstration: 
 
Bob Lucas repotted a phrag 
seedling out of fir bark and 
into sphagnum with pellets for 
drainage; he also repotted a 
Phal whose roots are growing 
out of the pot, planting it into 
layers of pellets and 
sphagnum.  
 
Tracey Thue demonstrated how 
to mount a Brassovola Cattleya 
cross on a piece of cork bark; 
She also divided and replanted 
a large Catttleya. 
 
Plant sale – A good selection 
of approximately 30 plants were 
available for sale. 
 
Adjournment – 3:40 p.m.   
 
 
 

March 21st meeting minutes 
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Each month we will feature a 
web page.  If you have a 
favorite, send it to the editor.  
This month’s page, courtesy of 
the editor, is 
 
http://www.pipingrockorchids.c
om/  
As the name suggests, this is a 
commercial site specializing in 
paph and phrag ordchids. 
However it also has usefull 
 

Dracula velutina f. xanthina – 
the most commonly seen 
“mutant” yellow Dracula in 
cultivation, this plant is 
generally easy to grow and 
flower.  It seems to prefer a 
more intermediate growing 
environment, as it is prome to 
leaf spotting if grown too 
cold. 
 
Dracula gorogona f. xanthina 
‘Colombo’ FCC/AOS – perhaps 
the most remarkable of the 
yellow draculas, it blooms 
with a large, bright lemon-
yellow and white flower.  It 
was originally a wild-
collected plant cultivated by 
S. Tsubota of Pereira, 
Colombia, and a division was 
given to Colomborquideas in 
Medellin.  This was a 
fortunate decision because 
Tsubota’s piece of the plant 
promptly died.  The history of 
this clone underscores the 
importance of distributing 
rare, one-of-a- kind material 
 

Web Page of the Month 
 

links to all the AOS culture 
care contents.  Finally,  it 
features two articles by 
Glen Decker on Phrag 
kovachii and kovachii hybrids 
that appeared in the Orchid 
Digest in 2007 and 2009.  
These articles, complete 
with pictures, are required 
reading for anyone interest-
ed in the impact of Phrag 
kovachii on the phrag world. 

to as many skilled growers as 
possible to increase chances 
for survival and propogation. 
 
Dracula hirtzii – equally 
striking are the four known 
yellow clones of this species.  
These plants originated from 
an outcross made by J&L 
Orchids, ans show distinct 
differences.  The flower of 
Dracula hirtzii ‘J&L’s Gold 
AM/AOS is, in fact, golden-
colored and wonderfully 
broad and flat, which 
‘Hoodview’ is cleaner yellow 
and somewhat smaller. 
 
Cracula verticulosa f. alba –a 
more recent addition to this 
elite group, all divisions 
originate from a single plant 
in the collection of Francisco 
Billegas of Medellin, 
Colombia.  There is a lot of 
bloom-to-bloom variation in 
tail length and follower size 
with this particular clone, 
but the inside color is an  
 
 

The Genus Dracula  Part IV 
By John Leathers, Gary Meyer, Joe Parker and Kenneth 
Cameron. (Reprinted with Permission from the Orchid Digest, Vol. 
72-4, Oct. Nov. Dec. 2008.)  Editor’s Note: See the January, February 
and March newsletters for Parts I through III. 
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incredible, eye-ball searing 
yellow.  
 
Other yellow draculas that 
have been identified include 
andreettae an extremely 
rare pure yellow form, and 
another with a few large 
brown spots). Gigas (several 
clones), diana (semi-xanthic 
with an orange sunburst 
center), hirsute, and eryth-
rochaete (not in cultivation 
outside of Costa Rica). 
 
Dracula Hybrids   acci-
dental or inevitable  
 
In the mid 1980s it became 
apparent that draculas in 
cultivation in the open-air 
greenhouses of Medellin, 
Colombia were being cross-
pollinated and producing 
successful ‘spontaneous’ 
hybrids.  Lues then realized 
that some of the described 
species that were lacking 
collection data might, in 
fact, be hybrids.  He further 
suggested that some taxa 
that had been observed in 
the wild, including D. pileus, 
D. radio-syndactyla, and D. 
hawleyi, might be natural 
hybrids.  Ongoing research 
by Dr. Gary Meyer and Dr. 
Ken Cameron, who are using 
DNA markers to explore the 
phylogenetic relationships 
of the genus Dracula, has 
finally unmasked the 
identity of some of these 
hybrids. (Cameron K. A. and 
Meyer, G. E., 2007).  The 
exact parentage can be 
difficult to identify with 
certainty in some cases 
because sometimes there is 
not enough variation in the 
DNA sequences to separate 
certain closely related  
 

species.  However, there are 
distinctive elements in the 
DNA sequences that suggest a 
hybrid origin for some 
species, even when one or 
both parents are hard to 
specifically identify.  In other 
cases, the parents have 
distinct enough DNA 
sequences to be identified.  
 
OF the plants Luer thought 
might be hybrids, D. circe, D 
venefica, D. pileus, and D. 
anicula show evidence of 
being hybrids.  Dracula pileus 
appears to be, as luer 
suggested, a hybrid between 
D. bella and D. chimera.  
Dracula anicula, also as 
predicted, appears to be a 
cross between D. cutis-
bufonis and D. wallisii. 
 
Dracula incognita, as the name 
implies, was a plant of 
unknown origin.  It was 
originally found in the 
collection of Alberto and 
daisy Villagas.  Genetic 
evidence shows it is a hybrid 
involving D. iricolor and 
probably —although more 
needs to be done to be 
certain—D. houtteana.  The 
flower of D. incognita is a 
plausible combination of the 
two parents.  Perhaps more 
remarkable, is the spiking 
habit: Dracula iricolor blooms 
basally.  Dracula incognita 
produces two spikes from each 
growth—one upright, one 
horizontally.  This pretty and 
floriferous plant has never 
been found in the wild, but is 
nonetheless a happy accident. 
 
Some natural hybrids have 
been lurking hidden in the 
genus, and suggest the 
possibility, however slight,  

 

Natural hybrids 
have been lurk-
ing within the 
genus  
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that hybridization could be a 
mechanism involved in the spec-
iation of plants in the genus.  
Dracula aphrodes is the product 
of D. insolita (pod parent) and 
probably D. verticulosa.  Both D. 
insolita and D. verticulosa 
reside in the same valley near 
Cali, Colombia, which is not 
surprising the same location 
from which D. aphrodes is found.  
The flower is a perfect comb-
ination of the two parents —
purple spotted on the outside 
and tan on the inside like D. 
verticuloas, but with the faint 
tiger stripping of D. insolita.  
The lip is shaped like the 
Dodsonia-type lip of D. insolita, 
but covered in rugae inherited 
from D. verticulosa.  Finally, the 
plant blooms on upright spikes 
like D. insolita. 
 
The lovely D. kareniae has been 
collected only once near Mal-
donado on the Columbian 
/Ecuadorian border.  The DNA 
evidence shows it is a hybrid 
between D. sodiros ssp. Eryth-
rocodon (pod parent), which is 
common in the area, and a species 
in the D. radiosa group.  This 
parent is most likely D. radiella, 
which also grows in the area.  
The flower of d. kareniae again 
shows the characteristics of 
both parents—bell shaped but 
wide with long tails.  Inside it 
has a brown tipped column and 
stron’cheek-bones’ flanking the 
column (both typical of D. 
radiella).  Interestingly, an 
intentional hybrid has been made 
between D sodiroi and D gigas, 
which produces clones that are 
almost identical to D. kareniae in 
bloom, except lacking the brown 
–tipped column and ‘cheek-bones’ 
which are not features found in 
D. gigas.  Dracula sijimii, which 

 

 

Phal George    
Vasquez 
 

comes from a single plant in 
the Ecuagenera collection, 
also appears to be a hybrid 
with D. sodiroi ssp. Eryth-
rocodon, and may in fact be 
another clonal represent-
ation of the cross that pro-
duced D. kareniae. 
 
Other dubious taxa within 
the genus are also hybrids.  
The ‘copper’ forms of D. 
pholeodytes came from a 
group of wild-collected D. 
verticulosa that J&L Orchids 
had received from Columbia.  
These plants produce glo-
bose blooms that are coppery 
-orange on the inside and 
purple-flecked on the out-
side.  The strongly cupped 
shape of the plants led to 
their being named D. pho-
leodytes, even though the 
lip is completely unlike the 
true D. pholeodytes, and 
they were collected no-
where near where D. 
pholeodytes lives.  This 
plant, too, is a natural 
hybrid most likely involving 
D. verticulosa.  The other 
parent is hard to decipher, 
but D. benedictii is a poss-
ibility based on the mor-
phology of the flower 
(although D. benedictii has 
not been published from this 
area.) 
 
Dracula shudellii was named 
relatively recently from a 
plant collected by 
Alexander Hirtz.  However, 
plants identical to D. 
schudellii have been known 
from Colomborquideas since 
the 1980s (under the names 
of D. wallisii no.3 and no. 
15).  All three plants have a 
distinctive toilet-bowl  



 
 

  

Verifiable 
natural hybrids 
remain rare. 

evolutionary mechanism for the 
production of new species.  
 
Indeed, people who study 
draculas in their natural habitat 
can find it extremely difficult to 
draw the lines between discrete 
species because of the inter-
grade forms.  This is particularly 
evident at Los Cedros Reserve in 
Northwest Ecuador, where 
several knowledgeable Dracula 
researchers have had difficulty 
with intergrades between D. 
chiroptera, D laflluerii, and D 
pubescens.  A population 
genetics approach is needed to 
understand better how much 
interbreeding happens in the 
wild.   
 
A successful hybrid Dracula 
would likely be fertile, and it 
were able to attract the same 
pollinators that created it in the 
first place, could potentially be 
propagated and develop into a 
‘species’ over a relatively short 
evolutionary time.  However, it 
would be assumed initially at any 
single time point the hybrid 
would be rare, and pure forms of 
the parents would outnumber 
the hybrid progeny.  
 
Backcrossing to the more common 
parent species could lead to 
introgression and dilution of 
the new hybrid taxa.  Over time, 
however, if the hybrid crossing 
happens frequently enough, and 
the offspring are robust, it 
would be possible to establish a 
population of self-reproducing 
hybrids.  Verifiable natural 
hybrids remain rare, but the 
prospect of hybridization as an 
evolutionary mechanism in 
Dracula is fascinating and more 
work should be done to 
determine if plants like D 
kareniae and D. aphrodes 
continue to be made, or can 
reproduce successfully on their 
own in the wild.   

To be cont’d. 
 

shaped lip with an incurved 
margin.  Genetic evidence shows 
the type plant of D. schudellii 
and the two colomborquideas 
plants came from a D. bella 
seed pod.  The Colomborquideas 
plants were found growing 
among plants of D. wallisii  
which is a plausible, but not 
certain, pollen parent both 
morphologically and genetic-
ally.  Insect-carried pollinia 
ands seeds can be carried over 
impressive distqances, so the 
location of seedlings in a mixed 
collection is an equivocal indi-
cator of potential parents. 
 
Some plants that have been 
floating around collections 
for years without clear 
identification show evidence of 
being hybrids.  Additional 
hybrids are likely lurking 
within the genus, but will 
remain hidden until more DNA 
markers are studied.  No 
genetic evidence currently 
suggests D. radio-syndactyla is 
a hybrid.  Further, none of the 
D. gigas-like taxa (dalstromii, 
hawleyi, trinympharum, and 
levii) show any variation what-
soever in the DNA markers that 
have been studied to date.  Thus 
it is impossible to know at this 
point if D. hawleyi is a hybrid.  
So, while we await further DNA 
studies,  an alternative 
approach is being pursued by 
the authors of this article.  We 
have begun making the putative 
crosses responsible for D. 
aphrodes, D. karenia and D. 
hawleyi. Further, we already 
have F1 seedlings growing o f1 
selfing of the D. schudellii 
type plant, which would be 
expected to vary significantly 
from the parent if the parent 
was a hybrid itself. 
 
The prospect that natural 
hybridization is occurring in 
the genus is intriguing and 
potentially represents an 
 
 


