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Editor’s Note   

The Newsletter will be 
distributed electronically to 
all members for whom we have 
an email address. If you wish to 
switch from Paper to electronic 
Delivery, notify me at 
(Robert.Lucas@usask.ca). Email me 
if you have not received your 
electronic newsletter by the 
third Sunday of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Meeting Location  

As of October, the new 
meeting location of the SOS 
is John Dolan School, 3144 
Arlington Ave. (just east of 
the intersection of 
Arlington and Preston 
Ave.). Directions: From the 
intersection of Preston and 
Circle Drive, drive north and 
take the first right turn and 
Park in the school parking lot. 
As you pass through the front 
entrance doors the meeting 
room will be the first thing you 
see. The school is wheelchair 
accessible.  
 
Membership Renewal 
 
Society memberships for 2009- 
2010 are due and will be on sale 
at the January Meeting.  The fee 
is $25.00 for a single member-
ship and $30.00 for a family 
membership. A new form 
(available from Heather) must 
be completed before purchase. 
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Early Renewal Coupons 

The coupons for early renewal 
of membership will expire at the 
end of the January meeting 

OSA Show and Sale 

The annual show of the Orchid 
Society of Alberta will be held 
on February 19 - 21, 2010 at 
Grant MacEwan University South 
Campus, 7319 29 Avenue NW, 
Edmonton, Alberta.  Further 
information may be found at 

 www.orchidsalberta.com  

New Members 

A warm welcome is extended to 
Aurora Ong who joined the 
Society at the November 
meeting. 

Plant Sale and Raffle 

A limited number of plants from 
the Betty Bethieume collection 
will be on sale at the meeting.  
Safeway has donated plants and 
ceramic pots for the raffle.  Be 
sure to purchase your raffle 
tickets from Heather, $1.00 or 
three for $2.00. 

gardenscape 

the SOS will be entering a 
display at Gardenscape, March 
26-28.  To avoid a conflict, our 
meeting date for March has been 
changed to March 21st.  Further 
details will be forthcoming.  

January meeting 

The January meeting of 
the Society will be held 
on Jan. 24th at John Dolan 
School, commencing at 
1:30 p.m.  
 
 

Web Address 
 
www.saskorchids
.com 
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Remember the 
new location of 
meetings, John 
Dolan School. 

The President welcomed guests 
and new members.   
 
Announcements 
 
Library Table – Raffle tickets 
will now be handled by the 
Library table.  Requests to add 
name tag numbers to the draw 
for plant purchases and the 
payment of memberships and 
plant purchases will continue 
to be processed at the front 
table.  
 
Bulbs and Fixtures – Members 
signed up for an order of 
replacement bulbs and/or new 
light fixtures.  Confirmation of 
the number required, the type 
of bulb (T5, T8 or T12) and the 
length was requested.  T12’s 
will not be manufactured after  
2010 so members need to 
 

Nov.  22nd   meeting minutes 
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consider replacing T12 units 
with T8 or T5 units. 
 
Supplies - The Society is looking 
into the purchase of humidity 
trays, a pot with wire hangers 
and Merit insecticide.  Rhizome 
clips and pot rings are on order.  
A few containers of Zuma 
Canyon Fertilizer (18-5-9) as 
well as the usual supplies of 
MSU fertilizer are available. 
 
Laptop – The Society purchased a 
laptop for use with our 
projector and for use by the 
Secretary.  The Society had 
relied upon the generosity of 
members who allow-ed us to use 
their equipment.  Thank you to 
Al Hartridge for investigating 
options and acquiring the 
laptop. 
 
 

 Phal Bellina 

Meeting Presentation 
 
Lawrence Hyshka from the 
Manatoba Orchid Society will 
present a slide show on 
“Orchids of Thailand.” 
 
Supplies 

The preordered T5 light-
bulbs have been delivered.  
They should be picked up at 
the January meeting.  A low 
concentration Merit is 
available at a price of $5.00.  
It should be used at a rate of 
one tbsp per gallon, once a 
year.  Caution should be used 
in its application. Humidity 
trays and stanhopea pots are 
also available. 
 
Spring Plant Orders 
 
1. Forestview Gardens 
http://www.fvgardens.com/ 

Orders will be due at the 
February meeting for 
delivery in March at 
Gardenscape.  
 
2) J & L Orchids 
http://www.jlorchids.com/ 
We need a minimum order of 
$500. J&L will offer a 15% 
discount and we will save 
on shipping and documen-
tation since they are 
coming to the OSA Show.  
Orders need to be placed 
at the January meeting.  
 
Meeting Agenda 
 

• Announcements 
• Problem Corner 
• Show and tell 
• Coffee/Supplies 
• Hyshka Presentation 
• Plant Raffle and Sale 
• Adjournment 
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Plant Raffle:  Orchids were 
donated by Safeway.  Cheryl 
Grummett kindly donated two 
sets of tickets for the 
Sundog Arts and 
Entertainment Faire, 
December 4-6.  There were 
too many raffle winners to 
list each individually. 
 
Problem Corner:  
Q – Why don’t people use 
RAID to kill spider mites on 
orchids? 
A- Any chemical-based 
product has the potential to 
be harmful to humans, 
especially if used indoors 
and/or without proper safety 
Aerosols should be sprayed 
from a distance of 12-24 
inches from the plant or the 
propellant can “freeze” 
plant tissue.  Check if the 
product is registered for 
use on orchids. 
 
Q – Has anyone noticed 
changes in the pH of City 
water? Yesterday the water 
pH was in the range of 9-10 
and today it was around 8.5.  
Our City water is usually at 
7-8. 
A – No other reports of high 
pH.  Routine checks of pH  
 

are recommended. 
 
Q – Members previously 
discussed Phalaenopsis with 
mottled spots on leaves. What 
are the possible causes?  
A – See minutes from the 
January and March 2009 
meetings available in the 
February and April news-
letters on 
www.saskorchids.com  
 
Show and Tell:  
Plants were shown by Tracey 
Thue, Eugene Kucey, Ellen 
Ross, Lynn Campbell, Cheryl 
Adamson, Heather Anderson, 
Hertha Dahl, and Sherida 
Gregoire. 
 
Presentation on a Trip to the 
Eric Young Foundation:   
Don and Shirley Keith showed 
pictures of the Foundation’s 
orchid collection and parts of 
the Channel Islands. 
 
Plant sale 
Some plants from the Orchid 
Species Foundation remain from 
the October sale.  Members 
also have plants on the sale 
table.  
 
Adjournment: 3:30 p.m. 
 
 

Each month we will feature 
a web page.  If you have a 
favorite, send it to the 
editor.  This month’s page, 
courtesy of Cheryl adamson  
is, 
http://www.enlightenedorchi
ds.com/Index.htm  
 
 
  

It is maintained by a vendor  
specializing in compact and min-
iature orchids suitable for 
under lights and windowsill 
culture.  Be sure to check out 
the extensive culture tips and 
the gallery of photographs.  It 
is well worth a visit. 

Web Page of the Month 
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Ordering orchids 101 
By Heather Anderson 
 
 Growers may also identify 

whether the plant is to be 
grown warm, intermediate or 
cool and what degree of 
humidity the plant will 
require. Other information 
that may be included is if it is 
an awarded plant, whether it 
is a species or a hybrid, the 
time of year the orchid will 
bloom or if it is fragrant or 
not etc. You can also check 
the SOS library or the 
internet for more information 
about the orchids you are 
interested in purchasing.  
 
When placing an order we 
require a deposit (a cheque is 
preferred) of ½ of the value 
of the order. In addition to 
the price of the plant there 
will be costs for shipping and 
handling, and if it is a U.S. 
vendor, a fee for paperwork 
i.e. Phytosanitary Certificate 
(Phyto) and Convention on 
International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES) will 
be added to the base price of 
the plant. The good news is 
that the cost of the paper-
work is the same whether one 
plant is ordered or 50 plants 
are ordered and often on a 
large order the Society will 
be provided with a discount. 
 
To make the purchase 
economical for members an 
order of at least $500. is 
required when placing a U.S. 
order. Some vendors also have 
minimum orders i.e. greater 
than $500. U.S. It is 
preferable that the order  

 

Have you never placed an order 
for orchids with the SOS Plant 
Order Committee?  Would you 
like to know more about what is 
involved and how it all works?  
If this is the case please read 
on…. 
 
We attempt to place a group 
orchid order on behalf of the 
Society at least twice a year. In 
the past orders have been 
placed to the continental U.S. 
(i.e. Hausermann’s Orchids in 
Illinois), Hawaii (i.e. H & R 
Nurseries, Inc.), and Canada 
(i.e. Cloud’s Orchids and 
Forestview Gardens). By 
ordering from vendors outside 
the City, members have the 
opportunity to purchase some 
different and interesting 
orchids that would not be 
available locally.  Further-
more, by using the group to 
order, more reasonable prices 
can be obtained.  
 
Most of the larger orchid 
nurseries have catalogs on 
their websites along with 
pictures of the various orchids 
available for sale. Some 
vendors identify the orchid by 
the pot size. As an example, in a 
2.5” – 3” pot you will be getting 
a small plant or seedling, 2-3 
years from blooming, whereas a 
plant in a 6’’ or 7.5” pot will be 
blooming size and usually more 
expensive. Vendors may also 
identify the plants as: previous-
ly bloomed, blooming size, near 
blooming size, seedlings, 
compots (normally 15-20 very 
small plants) etc., so prior to 
ordering, check for this 
information on the website. 
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form (available on the website 
or from one of the Plant 
Order Members) be used when 
placing the order.  We do not 
usually place orders in the 
cold winter months due to 
concerns about the safe deliv-
ery of the plants. 
 
Once an order has been 
placed we will communicate to 
you when the orchids are 
expected to arrive either via 
the newsletter or at the 
monthly SOS meeting. After 
we have picked up the orchids 
at customs (that is a story for 
another time) or at the 
airport, we unpack the plants 
and group the orchids into 
individual orders. We will 
then contact you to arrange a 
pick up time – often the 
sooner the better, especially 
if it is a large order or if the 
orchids will need to be potted 
up fairly quickly. 
 
Now with all of this said go 
ahead and consider placing an 
order for orchids from J & L 
 
 

Orchids in Connecticut. Plants 
will be pre-ordered and J & L 
will bring them to the February 
19-21 Orchid Show in Edmonton. 
J & L’s plants tend to be small 
and they specialize in minia-
tures and unique plants so you 
will not be getting a large 
orchid for your money, but a 
number of the Society members 
have purchased from them in 
the past.  As one of the 
Executive said, “Bigger is not 
always better.”   There will be 
a savings on shipping and 
paperwork and J & L have 
offered a 15% discount since 
we are making a group order. A 
number of members from the 
Society will be attending the 
Edmonton Show so they will 
look after getting the orchids 
back to Saskatoon.  
 
We will also be placing an 
order with Forstview in the 
spring.  If you have any 
questions about ordering just 
ask Cheryl Adamson, myself or 
any of the Executive. HAPPY 
ORCHID ORDERING!    
   
 
 

The Genus Dracula  Part I 
By John Leathers, Gary Meyer, Joe Parker and Kenneth 
Cameron. (Reprinted with Permission from the Orchid Digest, Vol. 72-
4, Oct. Nov. Dec. 2008.)  Editor’s Note: Given the revival of vampires in 
modern cinema and television, as evidenced by The Twilight Saga and 
True Blood series, it seems appropriate to revisit the vampire of the 
orchid world. 
 
 
 
 
 

The most compelling flowers 
of all plants are found in the 
most recently evolved and 
largest family of flowering 
plants, namely the 
Orchidaceae, and specifically 
the genus Dracula.  Draculas 
are among the most bizarre,  

strange, weird and sometimes 
beautiful examples of all 
flowers.  For these reasons, 
Dracula growers are, with 
few exceptions, eccentrics. 
This article encapsulates the 
history and culture of the 
genus Dracula and introduces  
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some of the species.  It avoids 
any discussion of the mental 
health issues of the growers. 
 
History 
 
When the first Dracula 
specimen was discovered in 1870 
by Roezl, it was quite an excit-
ing event, the flower being so 
different from the Masdevallia 
species known at the time.  
Professor Reichenbach, in his 
first accounts of the new 
species in Gardener’s 
Chronicle, of 6 April, 1872, 
wrote: “I cannot remember to 
have ever been more astonished 
than when I obtained this re-
markable flower.  It was botan-
ically so unexpected, that I felt 
quite amazed.  Such a Masdeva-
llia not to be satisfied with the 
hairy ornaments, but to deprive 
old Cypripedia and Cataseta of 
their prestige, that of having a 
slipper in lieu of a tongue!  Oh, 
what wonders may still lurk in 
these interior ranges of the 
South American Cordilleras!” 
 
Professor Reichenbach, 
describing the species from 
dried flowers and a sketch 
supplied by Roezl, contempla-
ted creating a new genus for 
this extraordinary plant.  It is 
not clear why this didn’t 
happen.  Instead, he gave this 
specimen a name Masdevallia 
chimaera, but did create a new 
section for this new group, 
Saccolabiatae.  One of the 
definitions of chimera is a 
horrible or unreal creature of 
the imagination, and anyone who 
sees Dracula chimaera in bloom 
immediately grasps the appro-
priateness of this name. 
 
For the next century, most of 
the new taxa of the group 
Saccolabiatae were identified 
as varieties of Masdevallia 
chimaera.  It wasn’t until 1978 
that Dr. Carlyle Luer created  
 
 
 

The genus Dracula and moved 
the 50 species that were known 
at that time from Masdevalli to 
Dracula.  Species of Dracula 
are differentiated from those 
of Masdevallia  vegetatively by 
their paper-thin leaves with 
sharp mid-ribs.  However, their 
most distinctive features are 
their lips and sepal tails; while 
the size of the lip and the 
length of the tails vary greatly 
the mushroom-like lip of 
Dracula is unmistakable. Since 
the creation of the new genus, 
the number of Dracula species 
has grown to well over 100.   
 
A common misconception is that 
Dr. Luer named the genus after 
the infamous Count Dracula.  
After all, plants of this genus 
also prefer to lurk in condi-
tions that are dark, damp and 
cold.  In actuality, “Dracula” 
means “little dragon.”  Luer 
chose this name because of the 
apparent ‘faces’ within the 
flowers, ranging from whim-
sical to scary.  Subsequently, 
Luer playfully acknowledged 
the vampire connection with 
species names like vampira, 
chiroptera, and nosferatu. 
 
Our own history with this 
genus began at the August 1978 
meeting of the San Francisco 
Orchid Society.  Members Ron 
Hawley and Bob Levi brought in 
a blooming plant of Dracula 
vampira with the clonal name 
‘Bela Lugosi,’ misting it 
attentively to keep its flowers 
from collapsing, as they are 
prone to do. It was a cool foggy 
San Francisco summer evening. 
The plant was left outdoors in 
the garden joining the AOS 
Pacific Central’s judging room, 
because of the relatively 
higher heat indoors.  
 
To be Cont’d. 

 
 


