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Announcements
EditorOs Note

The Newsletter will be

distributed electronically to

all members for whom we have

an email address. If you wish to
switch from Paper to electronic
Delivery, notify me at
(Robert.Lucas@usas _ k.ca ). Email me
if you have not received your
electronic newsletter by the

third Sunday of the month.

September Meeting

The September meeting of
the Societ y will be held
on Sept. 27 ™ at Dutch
Growers, commencing at
1:30 p.m.

-.com

Meeting Location Change

September will mark the last
meeting of the SOS at Dutch
Growers, as it will be phasing
out the Bistro. We have met at
Dut ch for four years during
which time the company has
provided space and coffee for
the SOS at no charge. We are
indebted to the hospitality that
Kim, Rick, Jill, Dave , Luke and
Christopher have shown us and
we wish to thank them for all

they have done for the S ociety.
Commencing with the
meeting on October 25 ™, we

will meet at John Dolan
School, 3144 Arlington Ave.
(just east of the inter -
section of Arlington and
Preston Ave.). Further details
will be provided at the

September meeting.

Membership Renewal

Soci ety memberships for 2009 -
2010 are due and will be on sale

at the September Meeting. The

fee is $25.00 for a single

Saskatchewan

Orchid Society

membership and $30.00 for a
family membership. A new form
(available from Heather) must
be completed before purchase

Calgary Show

The Foo thills Orchid Society
Annual Show in Calgary will be
held on Oct. 3 ™ -4™ at the
Triwood Community Centre,
2244 Chicoutimi Dr N. W. The
SOS will not be entering a
display this year.

Fraser Valley Orchid Show

The Fraser Valley orchid Society
show will be  held on October
15™ -17™ at The Langley Civic
Centre 20699 42 "™ Avenue,
Langley, BC . The COC annual
meeting will be held in conjunc
tion with the Show. Further
details are available at
http://www.orchidbc.ca/

Plant order

If there Is sufficient interest,
we will be placing a plant order
after the September meeting
from les orchidees. Their
catalogue can be found at

http://www.orchideesdevali.com/

ages/yalipag.html

The deadline for orders will be
the September meeting to
ensure plants are shipped
before winter. Deposits are
required at the time of order
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Phal Bedford Gem

you are encour
aged to bring
or chid related
items, pots,
lights etc. to
sell .

Phal Bellina

(50 percent Of the value of
the order).

Plant Raffle

Sherida has been collecting
orphan orchids all summer

and we will have many for the
raffle in Septem  ber. Be sure
to buy lots of tickets!

Plant Sale

There is no restriction on
plant sales in September, so
bring all those plants you
have been thinking of selling.
Also, you are encouraged to
bring orchid related items,
pots, lights etc. to sell. The
SOS collects 10 percent of

May 24 th

The President welcomed

guests and new members. May
is the last meeting of the 2008
2009 membership season so
stock up on supplies for the
summer months. There is a list

at the Resource table to sign
up for reflector kits for the

new lights.

Announcements

Membership Renewal - Itis time

to renew memberships for the
2008 -09 year. Memberships are
$25 for single and $30 for

family. This year early

renewals (April and May 2009)
receive a $5.00 coupontob e
used for resources/supplies.

The coupon expiry date is the
January 2010 General meeting.

The following examples show
what a membership gives you.
Any member can bring plants to
sell on the plant sale table

(the Society takes 10% from

all sales). Membe rs can buy
plants from the sale table by

the sale price of all items
sold at the meeting.

Meeting Presentation

Tracey Thue will be

presenting a talk entitled
OOrchids at the ThuesOO The
presentation will focus on
species culture and the art

of mountin g orchids.

Meeting Agenda
Announcements
Problem Corner
Show and tell
Coffee/Supplies
Thue Presentation
Plant Raffle and Sale
Adjournment

K K K KK K K

meeting minutes

putting the number on their
name tag into a draw that
determines the order in which
people can access the sale
table. A membership entitles
you to take out library books
and purchase supplies from the
resource tabl e. The society
also has gift certificates that
can be purchased. For new
members, the library has extra
copies of the societyOs news -
letter. When you have been
added to the memberOs list you
will regularly receive your

newsletter by mail or e -mail. If
you are not receiving the
newsletter contact the Editor.

Acknowledgements: Thank you

to members who brought treats

to meetings Dthey were greatly
appreciated. Also thank you to
members who contributed money

at coffee breaks. All the

coffee funds go to CPAWS which
is an organization that

preserves land and plant life.

We belong to the Saskatchewan
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chapter.

Nativ e Orchid Trip: Sunday
June 21 meet at the parking lot
adjacent to Petland store at
Confederation Mall at 2:00 p.m.
We wil | travel to the Pike Lake
area to see wild lady slippers.
Call an Executive member if you
want to go but need transpor
tation.

Plant Order - The CloudOs
order will be shipped Monday
May 25. You will receive a call
to arrange pick up when the
plants arri  ve.

Stock up on Suppliers BMay is

the last meeting until
September so visit the resource
table during the break.

Ecuador Trip - This trip is being
organized by Carl Austin of
Alberta for April 2010.

Heather Anderson described

last yearOs trip and pro  vided
information on arrangements

for 2010.

Orchids by Kimberly: DA sale
list for Phragmipediums was
received and copies are
available. The list does not give
prices for each individual plant
so interested members should
check with the vendor to ask
abou t plants and confirm
prices. Then place your order
with Heather Anderson or
Cheryl Adamson by June 5 and
the society will put in a group
order.

Summer Blooming Orchids:

Send Bob Lucas .jpg files of

your orchid pictures over the
summer and he will organi ze
them into a file to share with
members.

Birthday Party - Fred Meyer

invited members to attend
celebrations for his 80th
birthday this June.

Problem Corner

Q bPlants have been treated
with diazonon and pyrethrin

and the plants  are watered
less frequently to control

fungal gnats. However, the
gnats have not been elimin -
ated. What have others done

to get rid of fungal gnats?

A BUse a nicotine drench made
from old cigarette butts.

Soak orchids for 2 hours to
drown larvae and con  tinue to
control adults so they donO t
lay more eggs.

Q BWhere does the flow er
spike originate on Bulb.
Elizabeth Anne Buckleberry?
A Brhe Flower spikes from the
base of the bulbs and the
spikes hang down.

Show and Tell B Plants were
shown by, Ron Jens en, Ellen
Ross, Irene Stroshein,

Jennifer Burgess, Bob

Farthing, Pat Randall, Lynn
Campbell, Tracey Thue, Don
Keith, James Sather, Lori
Pozniak and Sherida Gregoire.

Coffee Break

Raffle - Plants were donated
by Safeway and the book by
James Sather. Wi nners were
Hertha Dahl, Shirley Kerr,

Lisa Pauls and Mercedes
Montgomery

Show and Tell Draw -
Members names are entered
into this draw for each

meeting from September to

May where they brought

plants for the show and tell
table. The prize this year IS

Phal Sun Je
diamond
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a glaz ed clay pot. The draw
winner was Pat Randall.

Speakers: Marvin Swartz, a
founding member and the first
President of the society spoke
about the early years of our
socu8eity. Ruthanne Hanbidge,

along -time member, also
spoke about her memories of
events and changes over time
as well as the trips organ -
ized to attend orchid shows.

Plant sale
Adjournment  D4:00 p.m.

Web Paae of the Month

Each month we will feature
a web page. If you have a
f avorite, send it to the
editor. Each September we
provide a listing of all
webpages from the past year.
See the Corresponding
newsletter for a description
of the webpage.

October:
www.orchidseeos.com

November:
www.geocities.com/cattleyas

ource/

January:
www.krull  -smith.com

February:
www.orchidbooks.com

March:
www.zephyrusorchids.com

April:
http://nathist.sdstate.edu/orchi
ds/pests/scales.htm

May:
http://www.southfloridaorchids

A Brief Oral History of the SOS

By Laurel Duczek

(EditorOs Note: the following are minutes taken by Laurel of the oral

reminiscences of Marvin Swartz

and Ruthanne hanbidge regarding the

early years of the SOS delivered at the General Meeting in May, 2009.)

Marvin Swartz - In 1981
Marvin Swartz and Ginnette
Sequin -Swartz moved to
Saskatchewan from Ontario.

A graduate student in the
Horticulture Depart ment at
the University of Saskatch -
ewan approached Ginnette to
talk about her research

project. The studentmen -
tion ed that she and her
mother had been part of the
orchid society in Winnipeg

Thus began the discussions
about forming a society in
Saskatoon . Marvin provided

$100 as startup funds. Founding
members were Marvin Swartz ,
Ginnette Sequin  -Swartz, Donna
Barber, Simon Barber, E.Cairns,
Gerhard Rakow, Renata Rakow,
Sharon Leach, K.K. Tway. Y.Y. Zaw -
tun, M. Ariyaratne and P.

Ariyaratne.

Marvin was the President,

Ginnette was the treasurer and
Donna Barber was the secretary.

It was Ginette who insisted that

the new group be registered as

the Saskatchewan Orc  hid Society
to give the organization a broad



SOS Newsletter Page 5 of 6

mandate . This decision was to
cause some friction later when
Regina formed its own society

and suggested we change our
name to the Saskatoon Orchid
Society.

Through limited advertising
and/or posters, others became
aware of the new society and by
the 2 "™ or 3" meeting the
society had started to grow.
Some names remembered from
the fist years are Betty Mundy,
James Mick, Wilma Regehr and
Sam, Pat and Judy Homenuk. The
first meetings were held in the
header house adjacent t o the
greenhouses of the Horti -
culture Department on campus

in Saskatoon. (This building was
later demolished and was

located where the PAC building
now stands). After that , the
society met for  a couple of
years at the Field  House and
then moved to the Cum  berland
United Church  where meetings
were held for several years.

In 1985 the society had a table

at the Horticultural Show held

at the Travelodge to create
awareness of the society and to
provide information on growing
orchids. Around this time the

logo and pin were introduced.

A similar displa y was mounted
in an empty store front at Bay -
side in May 1988.

Vendors who visited in those
early years include Garry and
Nadine Kuiken, Blindman Valley
Orchids of Alberta, RatcliffeOs
from the United Kingdom an d
Marcel LecoufleOs from France.
Marvin also talked about his
attempts to  hybridize orchids
and to propagate orchids using
tissue culture techniques.

Marvin still grows orchids but

has not bee n active in the
society for many years as
other activities required his
time and attention.

Ruthanne Hanbidge - Ruthanne
joined the society in the mid -
19800s when she received
orchid plants as a gift and

needed some information on

how to grow them. When the
society lost its access to the
church auditorium , the society
met for a short while in a

meeting room in Lawson Civic
Centre, then at St, AndrewOs
College , followed by Albert
School until Dutch Growers
offered free space.

Phal texas fancy

The society organized bus
trip s to show s in Edmonton
and Calgary in the late 1990s
and over the past 15 years
groups of individual members
have travelled to shows in
Calgary, Winnipeg, Vancouver
and Halifax. The plant sale

tables at these shows are
always an attraction as

vendors around the world
travel to the larger events.

At the WOC in Vancouver,
ruthanne was busy purchasing
plants from vendors from

different counties and

received a call from her

credit card company asking

how she could be making pur -
chases in different counties

on the sa me day. At another
show, Mary Orchard and Ruth -
anne discovered they were
bidding against each other for

the same plant. The Sask -
atoon contingent always had a
lot of fun and is remembered

by others attending the shows

as a lively group.

One highlight  of Society
activities was hosting t he



2002 COC Annual Meeting vendors in attendance . Orchis

in Saskatoon in conjunction Flori culturing! nc. shipped
with Gardenscape. Al - plants in boxes without covers
though it was a lot of work, and the plant tips froze in the
the Co -chairs, Faithe Saskatchewan winter . Many
Prodanuk and Tracey Thue, members are still growing
assisted by the members, plants cleared out at fire
managed a fine show and sale prices because of the

Sale. There were several frost damage

western Canadian \Y _endors
as well as inter national

Summer Blooms

Dendrochlum cootesii (courtesy of James Sather )

Paph Gold Dollar (courtesy of Robert Lucas)



