
May,  2009

Volume 26, Issue 8

SOS Executive
President:

Sherida  Gregoire

Vice President:

Past President:

Faithe Prodanuk

Secretary:

Laurel Duczek

Treasurer:

Heather Anderson

Social Directors:

Jocelyn D’eon

Shirley Keith

Plant Orders:

Cheryl Adamson

Heather Anderson

Resources:

Yvette Lyster

Pat Randall

Librarians:

Ellen Ross

Don Keith

Newsletter:

Bob Lucas

Dave Robinson

AOS Representative:

Matthew  Sackville

COC Representative:

Al Hartridge

Visiting Speakers:

Eugene Kucey

Webmaster:

Jennifer Burgess

Mailing Address
Saskatchewan

Orchid  Society

Box 411

Saskatoon, Sask

S7K 3L3

Editor’s Note

The Newsletter will be

distributed electronically to

all members for whom we have

an email address. If you wish to

switch from Paper to

electronic Delivery, notify me

at (Robert.Lucas@usask.ca). Email

me if you have not received

your electronic newsletter by

the third Sunday of the month.

Membership Renewal

Your membership will expire in

May, 2009, As in the past there

will be an incentive program in

effect during the May meeting.

If you renew your membership

at this meetings, you will be

eligible for a $5.00 coupon

that can be redeemed at the

supplies Table until the end of

January, 2010. See Heather at

the meeting to renew.

Feature Presentation

Marvin Swartz, a founding

member of the SOS and its

first President, and Ruthanne

hanbidge, a life member of the

SOS will share some memories

and history of the SOS since

its inception on March 6, 1983.

Clouds Order

The Clouds’s order will be

shipped around May 25
th

.  You

will be notified about your pic-

up shortly thereafter.  If you

Announcements
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cannot be available, be sure to

designate someone to pick up

your plants and inform Cheryl

of your arrangements.

Fraser Valley / COC Meeting.

The COC annual meeting will be

held during the Fraser Valley

Orchid Show and Sale on

October 16-18, 2009 at the

George Preston Recreation

Centre, 42nd Ave and 207th St,

Langley, BC  Show and vendor

details can be found at
http://www.orchidbc.ca/index_files/Page

437.htm

Show and Tell  Draw

The May meeting will feature a

Show and Tell Draw.  Each time

you brought a plant for show

and tell during the past year,

you name was entered into the

draw

Cypripedium excursion

Once again A group will be

traveling to the Pike Lake area

on Sunday, June 21
st

  to view

Cypripediums in situ. According

to those who went last year,

this is field trip not to be

missed.  Details will be provided

at the May meeting.

Resources

Yvette has received a new ship-

If

May  Meeting

The May meeting of the

Society will be held on

May 24
th 

at Dutch Growers,

commencing at 1:30 p.m.

Web Address

www.saskorchids

.com
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Stock up on

resources for the

summer
Sherida chaired the meeting

and welcomed new members and

guests.

Announcements

Gardenscape -  Sherida thanked

all the members (and spouses)

who volunteered and brought

plants for the display.

Elections -  Sherida presented

the following list of

Nominations for the executive:

President: Sherida Gregoire

Secretary: Laurel Duczek

Treasurer: Heather Anderson

Social Directors: Joceyln Deon

and Shirley Keith

Plant Orders: Cheryl Adamson

and Heather Anderson

Resources: Yvette Lyster and

Pat Randall

Librarians: ellen Ross and Don

Keith

Newsletter: Bob Lucas and

Dave Robinson

AOS Rep: Mathew Sackville

COC Rep: Al Hartridge

April 26th   meeting minutes
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Visiting Speakers:Eugene Kucey

Webmaster: Jennifer Burgess

Motion(Sather/Robinson) that

nominations cease.  The motion

carried unanimously.  The list of

candidates was declared elected

by acclamation.

Plant Order – The Cloud’s order

is due today.  Please give your

order to Cheryl.

Donation of plant for raffle – On

behalf of Safeway, Sandi

Kaufhold donated the orchids on

the raffle table.

Reminder – The last meeting of

the season is in May so be sure

to stock up on resources.  Also,

Sherida found a plant tag at

Gardenscape, Sc Little Hazel.

Please see her if it is yours.

Constitution– Sherida presented

a review of the constitution.

Motion(Lucas/Grummet) that the.

proposed changes be approved..

Motion carried unanimously.

 Phal Bellina

ment of bark, so be sure to

stock up on this and other

supplies at the May meeting

as there are no meetings in

June, July or August.

Ecuador Excursion

A group of orchid enthus-

iasts from Edmonton,

Calgary and Saskatoon is

planning a trip to Ecuador

next April for two weeks.

The trip will be hosted by

Ecuagenera and is timed to

coincide with the blooming

of Phrag. besseae.  The total

cost is approximately 3,000.00

including air.  For further

details contact Heather

Anderson.

Meeting Agenda

• Announcements

• Problem Corner

• M. Swartz Presentation

• Show and Tell

• Coffee/Supplies

• R. Hanbidge Presentation

• Show and Tell Draw

• Plant Raffle and Sale

• Adjournment
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A copy of the revised consti-

tution will be available at

the library and it will be

posted on the web page

Problem Corner –.

Q – A Dendrobium has many

buds but also has yellow and

black spots. What causes the

spots?

A – It could result from

damage by spraying,

particularly if you use

Endall.

Q – A Bc. Grown well on cork

slab but has not bloomed

How can it be repotted

without destroying the

roots?

A – Cut off the cork below

the roots and repot both the

plant and remaining cork in a

pot.

Show and Tell –.  Plants

were shown by,Mary

Orchard, Pat Randall, Donna

Carlson-O’Keefe, Lynn

Campbell, Ellen Ross,

Eugene Kucey, Sherida

A – Cut the cork slab below

the roots and repot the

plant and remaing slab in a

pot.

.

Gregoire, Ruthanne Hanbidge

Pam Mann, Heather Anderson,

Cheryl Adamson

T-5 Update – Don Keith has

made more reflector kits for

the T-5 light tubes.  They are

for sale at $10.00 each.  If you

would like more, there is a

order sheet at the resources

table.

Featured Speaker  – Pamela

Mann presented a workshop

on repotting. Her

comprehensive talk covered

the type of media and the

techniques for repotting

Paphs, Oncidiums and

Cattelyas..  Her vast

knowledge of orchid culture

was on display and enjoyed by

all.  Thanks Pam for an

excellent talk

Plant Raffle – Too many

winners to note.

Plant sale

Adjournment

Web Page of the Month

Each month we will feature a

web page.  If you have a

favorite, send it to the editor.

This month’s feature,

courtesy of Ron Kaufmann of

orchid digest, is:

http://www.southfloridaorchidsociet
y.org

this is the site of the South

Florida orchid Society and it

really stands out from the

many websites of South

Florida societies. It is

dedicated to the improvement

and conservation of orchids

through education and

research and the web  site

reflects this mission. Along

with much culture infor-

mation it contains guidlines

for applications to its grants

program to support the study

of orchids.



SOS Newsletter Page 4 of 6

In Part I, the authors suggest

that root tip growth is an

indicator of the proper

amount of water.  Too much

water and the white velamen

will catch up with the tip.

(Editors Note: this covering of

the root tip by velamen can

also indicate a lack of humid-

ity in the environment, especi-

ally in vandaceous  orchids.

Monitor the humidity levels in

the growing area.  If they are

adequate for the type of

orchids being grown, then the

observations of the authors

hold true.)  This of course is

an extreme case.  However, in

the average greenhouse,

something akin to this is going

on.  We had occasion recently

to check the plant table at an

orchid meeting to find that of

the one hundred or more

plants displayed, only three

or four plants showed active

growing root tips.  Surely the

other plants were in bloom,

but we wonder how many more

blooms each plant could have

achieved with healthy roots!

When the roots are actively

growing with healthy root

tips the plant is in a condition

to receive water.

The next question is how

often?  The neon light referr-

ed to earlier is the distance

of the root tip from the white

velamen that follows.

Generally when the new

roots appear the distance

from the tip to the velamen is

optimum.  The grower must use

his eagle eye, look at these

roots or actually measure the

distance with a ruler.  In a

Cattleya the optimum root tip

distance is generally between

1/2 and one inch!  Once the

optimum for any plant is

known, this is the measure-

ment to strive for during the

entire active of those roots.

From this point on each plant

will tell us how much water

is needed.  If too much water

is applied to a plant, one can

watch green tip rapidly being

overwhelmed by the white vel-

amen.  Those plants with

healthy roots, and only those,

will produce the maximum

number of blooms with quality

texture.  All the other plants

may bloom, but both the

number and quality of the

blooms will be deficient.  To

repeat both postulates toget-

her, watering is to be done

only when the root tip is

actively growing and with the

goal of maintaining the green

section at its optimum length.

Should the velamen be obser-

ved to be overtaking the root

tip, start spacing the watering

frequency so that if in the

summer you water every four

days extend it to five or six

days.  It will take some time

before the root tip has re-

grown to its original size so

don’t panic after a week or

two, but stay with your new

watering schedule before ex-

tending the “dry” periods. Our

method has been to stop

Hints on the Watering of Orchids
Part II by Burton m. Forman and Thomas P. Krumpe Jr. This article

originally appeared in the Orchid digest Vol. 32 No.10, 1968 and it was

reprinted in the Orchid Digest, Vol. 72, No. 1, 2008.  It is reprinted with

permission. See the April 2009 issue of the newsletter for Part I.

watering is to be

done only when

the root tip is

actively growing.
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watch the root tips if a plant

is grown in a pot?  The answer

lies in the aforementioned

segregation.  Surely in a

group of several orchids of

the same leaf type in the same

size pots several will have

some roots growing on the

surface.  Use these plants in

front as key plants.  If you

have ten plants of the same

leaf type growing in six-inch

pots, and you are using one

plant with exposed roots as

your key plant, should the

root on the key plant diminish

in size you can rest assured

that is exactly what is happen-

ing in the other pots. Wheth-

er the root is inside or out-

side of the pot makes no  diff-

erence.  A plant that is

receiving too much water will

stop extending its roots both

inside and outside of the pot,

even though the visible roots

are outside and dry out much

faster.  Individual plants will

exhibit roots with different

root tip lengths.  Lateral

roots, at first, tend to have

shorter root tips than roots

issuing from the most recent

pseudobulb.  However, obser-

ving the root tips from a new

pseudobulb will give you the

correct idea on healthy root

tips, and the others, although

smaller, will have the same

shape.  Don’t depend on only

one root.  The root tips will

vary in size, some just starting

out, and others slowing down

somewhat.  However, all

should have good growing tips

and just as long as they do,

water can be applied with

assurance.

Winter watering is a subject

that has been fairly well

covered elsewhere.  Suffice

to say if you have understood

the function of the root tip

watering altogether until new

root tips appear, and then space

the watering days further

apart until we achieve the re-

quired balance between water-

ing and keeping the root tips at

their maximum.

The idea that one can feel the

potting medium and determine

watering needs is fictional.

You will find that in the height

of the growing season some

plants will need water even

when the compost is wet.  For a

short while during the height

of the growing season you will

notice plants that have good

long growing tips, but the pseu-

dobulb from which the new

growth is coming will show

some signs of wrinkling.  If this

happens, even if the compost is

wet, water and you will be sur-

prised to find the last pseud0-

bulb filled out again the next

day.

We are growing Dendrobium

nobile and Brassia antherotes

on tree fern plaques. Both

have long green root tips and

both show signs of shriveling

long, long before the compost

has dried.  In this case, to feel

the growing medium for water

content is useless.

It should now be obvious why

the plants are to be segregated

according to leaf type.  Appar-

ently regardless of the

genera, leaf type determines

the amount of water needed.

Watch out for the exceptions.

We can now have Papilionanthe

teres, Dendrobium linguiforme

and Brassavoal nodosa growing

in one spot and be assured that

the watering and light require-

ments are similar.

One question comes to mind

immediately.  How can one



                                                              

         

Keep that root tip

growing while not

allowing the

pseudobulbs to

shrivel.

You will also understand winter

watering.  As the root tip begins

to diminish so does the need to

water, and after the root tip has

been “overcome” by the velamen

it is best to spray and water only

when shriveling of the back-

bulbs occurs.

What about underwatering?  It is

interesting to note that over-

watering receives a good deal of

publicity, but underwatering is

rarely mentioned.  In our travels

from greenhouse to greenhouse

giving advice and care, the

amount of underwatering we en-

counter is surprising.  Here too,

fortunately, we have definite

signs of this.  When a plant is

constantly underwatered, it

shows signs of shriveling.  We

all know this, but too few of us

apply the knowledge.  The pseu-

dobulb to be watched is the first

one behind the new growing

pseudobulb.  The older pseudo-

bulbs shrivel to some extent re-

gardless of the care given.

When shriveling is noticed on

the pseudobulbs directly behind

the leading growth in an other-

wise healthy plant underwater-

ing is the cause, and the water-

ing period should be stepped up

! slowly.  It is as simple as that.

Keep the root tip growing while

not allowing the pseudobulbs to

shrivel!  You now know how to

water.

Two factors have not been men-

tioned: Temperature and humid-

ity. In general, most home

growers have only one green-

house with one temperature.  We

know of no quick way to deter-

mine the optimum temperature

for any epiphytic orchid except to

check its native habitat.  In our

mythical shipment of orchids this

factor is not available from the

name of the plant.  If you know

the name of the plant, of course,

check for specific information.

With an unknown orchid it is

always best to start at an inter-

mediate temperature.  Should

the plant show signs of improp-

er growth it is necessary then

to experiment with heat

requirements until a better

situation is achieved.  Humidity

is in the same category.  It

would be very nice if we could

vary the humidity to meet the

needs of each individual plant,

but since this is not within the

power of the home grower

little needs to be said except

to keep it up in the 60s and 70s

if possible.

What then of good culture?

Must we wait to see the blooms

to know that our culture has

been effective, or is there a

way of knowing beforehand that

all is well?  Yes, yes, oh yes,

there is a way!  This is another

observation of which we find no

mention in any book on orchids.

When a plant is being grown to

its optimum capacity all new

leaves will be wide open upon

appearance.  That is, the

moment a new leaf appears,

whether it be cattleya, vanda

ondontoglossum, or even those

with semiterete leaves, it

should be open and unfolded.

If it is closed and fails to open

even at the very onset there is

something amiss with the

culture of the plants.  We have

seen too many plants on which

the new leaves open only when

pushed open by the emerging

flower sheath or a second leaf

in multi-leaved plants.Warning:

Do not run into your green-

house to check your plants to

find this condition.  Some new

leaves may exhibit this quality

and some may not.  It is utterly

impossible in a home green-

house to achieve the ultimate

results for all plants.  Be

satisfied if you find open

leaves on the majority of your

plants.  The others will bloom

too, perhaps not profusely, but

bloom they will.


