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Editor’s Note

The Newsletter will be
distributed electronically to
all members for whom we have
an email address. If you wish to
switch from Paper to
electronic Delivery, notify me
at (Robert.Lucas@usask.ca). Email
me if you have not received
your electronic newsletter by
the third Sunday of the month.

Membership Renewal

Your membership will expire in
May, 2009, As in the past there

will be an incentive program in
effect during the April and
May meetings.  If you renew

your membership at either of
these meetings, you will be

eligible for a $5.00 coupon
that can be redeemed at the
supplies Table until the end of

January, 2010. See Heather at
the meeting to renew.

Plant Orders
The SOS will place an order
with Clouds after the April

meeting.  An electronic
catalogue is available at
www.cloudsorchids.com   A
deposit equal to half the value
of your order is required at

the time of order and the dead-
line is the April meeting.

Gardenscape

Gardenscape was once again a
great success for the Society,

Announcements

Headline
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thanks to the efforts of the
membership.  Special thanks go
to Cheryl and Heather for

organizing the Society Display.
Honourable mention goes to Al
for painting, and James for

lighting, as well as to all the
society members who manned the

display and who brought bloom-
ing orchids. Gardenscape is a
wonderful opportunity for the

SOS to showcase the benefits of
belonging to the Society and we

received many inquiries about
membership.

T5 Order.

If you did not pick up your pre-

ordered lights, they will be
available at the April meeting.
We also brought in a limited

amount of these lights for
Society inventory and they can

be purchased at the Resource
table.

SOS Executive Elections
Elections to the Executive will

take place at the April Meeting.
If you are interested in joining

the Executive, or nominating
someone else, please inform
Sherida or another member of

the Executive prior to the
meeting.

Meeting Presentation

Pamela Mann will offer a pot-

April  Meeting

The April meeting of the

Society will be held on
April 26

th 
at Dutch

Growers, commencing at

1:30 p.m.

Web Address

www.saskorchids

.com
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Do you want to
join the Executive
and contribute to
our great Society?
If so, Talk to
Sherida.

Sherida chaired the meeting
and welcomed members and

guests.

Announcements

Gardenscape -  Show dates are

March 27-29, 2009.  Thanks to
members who have volunteered

to man the display.  Plant drop
off will be between 5:00 and
7:00 on Thursday evening and

plant pick up will be between
5:00 and 5:30 on Sunday.

Volunteers can pick up their
passes during plant drop off.
If this time does not work, talk

to the President.

Shows - The Fraser Valley
Orchid Society will hold a
show and sale October 15 to 17

and will host the COC general
meeting.at the same time.

Elections -  Executive positions
will be up for election in

April.  Anyone who would like
to nominate a person or who

would like to put their name
forward should speak to the
President.  Donating some of

your time makes for a healthy
growing society.

Plant Order - The Forestview
Gardens order will arrive

Thursday before Gardenscape.
Arrangements will be made for

plant distribution.

March 22nd   meeting minutes
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Orders and deposits are due by
the April meeting for the club

order to be placed with Cloud’s
Orchids .  Check out the cate-

logue at

http://www.cloudsorchids.com/

Donation of plant for raffle –

On behalf of Safeway, Sandi
Kaufhold donated the orchids
on the raffle table.

Recognition – The Society

presented a gift certificate to
Christopher from Dutch
Grower’s. He opens the building,

sets up for our Sunday meetings
and troubleshoots any problems

that arise.

H & R Nurseries, Hawaii – The

President visited H & R.  The
owners were very welcoming and

gave a tour of their flasking
rooms and greenhouses
including a look at the specimen

plants used for breeding.  The
owners indicated that the

economic recession is affecting
orchid growers and sellers.
Orders have dropped off and

some nurseries may not renew
export papers to reduce their

costs.  In the coming year some
growers may struggle to stay in
business.

Problem Corner

Q – A Dendrobium is covered with

.

 Phal Bellina

ting demonstration at the
April meeting.

Meeting Agenda
• Announcements
• Problem Corner

• Show and tell
• Executive Elections

• Coffee/Supplies
• Mann Presentation

• Plant Raffle and Sale
• Adjournment
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SOS Newsletter Page 3 of 6

keikies.  When can they be
removed and potted? Why did it

produce kiekies rather than
flowers?

A – When total root growth is
about 4-6 inches, the keikies
can be removed and potted.  If

the plant has too much nitro-
gen it will produce keikies

instead of flowers.  Cut back
on the fertilizer. Reduce
watering in November /

December to induce flowering.
Q – A Cattleya has leaves with

many small dry black spots.  The
example leaf is pleated. The
plant has good roots.

A – Members suggested the
plant had been stressed in

some fashion. Treat new growth
with cinnamon to see if it
reduces spotting.

Q – A Phalaenopsis leaf has
yellow spots that started out

flat and later became raised
hard bumps.
A – Likely cause is sucking

inspects.  Keep the plant
isolated and treat with insecti-

idal soap.
Q – Miltonias have good growth
and no pleating on the leaves.

They do not bloom.
A – They need cool tempera-

tures.  Provide a 10˚ differ-
ence between day and night.

Q – How long will T5 bulbs
last?

A – Lights should last for
about 10,000 hours.  At 12-14

hours per day for 365 days
lights are on for 4380 – 5110
hours a year. bulbs should last

about 2 years with this level of
use.

Show and Tell –.  Plants were
shown by, Ron Jensen, Ellen

Ross, Irene Stroshein, Jenn-
ifer Burgess, Bob Farthing, Pat

Randall, Lynn Campbell, Tracey
Thue, Don Keith, James Sather,
Lori Pozniak and Sherida  G.

Don Keith – Reflectors for T5

lights.  Don Keith designed and
manufactured lightweight
reflectors for use with his

new T5 lights.  He also made
about 16 kits for sale by the

club.  Don demonstrated how
easy it is to assemble the units.
Additional kits will be

available for sale at future
meetings.

Plant Raffle, Too many winners
to note.

Plant sale

Adjournment

Web Page of the Month

Each month we will feature a
web page.  If you have a

favorite, send it to the editor.
This month’s feature, courtesy

of laurel Duczek is
:

http://nathist.sdstate.edu/orchids/pests/
scales.htm

Ths is not really a site, but
rather an article on scale

that she thought members
might find useful.  Trust

me, if you want to find out
more about scale than you
ever want to know, check it

out.  .
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Introduction
In the world or orchid grow-

ing ! decrepit growers such

as ourselves down to the

novice ! there is one eternal-

ally burning question: HOW
OFTEN ARE MY ORCHIDS TO BE

WATERED.  Even learned
orchid judges of many years

standing have asked this ques-
tion.  One orchid judge of our
acquaintance summed up his

despair by saying, “I’ll never
get this watering down pat.”

Despair not, help is on the
way.  We feel that when you
have finished reading this

article your questions will be
answered in full.  Everything

you read should be subjected
to your own experiments.
Through the years we have

come across a great deal of
misinformation from books and

articles about the growing of
orchids.  Without doubt their
authors were completely sin-

cere in their presentation, as
are we, but the possibility

remains for error.  Sit back in
your chair, relax, imbibe if you
must, and for a little while

follow us into the world of
good orchid watering.  Before

answering the Burning

Question,’ let us start with a
hypothetical  situation.  You

have sent for a large ship-
ment of orchids from a
nursery which notifies you

that the orchids are on their
way, and that you may expect to

receive them in a few days.
Your order has included
plants of cattleya, epiden-

drum, etc.  However, before
reaching you, whether be-

cause of a mix-up of your
order, poor handling on the
part of the packers, or ruin-

ous damage on the part of the
carrier, every label has been

lost, damaged, or obliterated
to the point where it is ill-
egible.  You are now faced

with trying to grow a wide
assortment of plants that are

nameless, and like most
objects that are unnamed,
frightening.  Arguing the

point with the nursery would
be too time consuming and any-

how you have decided to
accept the challenge of grow-
ing these monsters with no in-

formation as to the type,
culture nor origin.  Let us

begin.

Epiphytic orchids (and in this

Classified Ads
(Editor’s note:  If you have orchid related items for sale, send me the

details and I will run an ad.)

Four 4 foot (2 tube) florescent light fixtures for sale.  These
are without lights and are free standing.  They could be used
to mount T-5 tubes. $20.00 (or best offer) per fixture  Contact
Doreen Learmonth, 374-8431

Hints on the Watering of Orchids
Part I by Burton m. Forman and Thomas P. Krumpe Jr. This article

originally appeared in the Orchid digest Vol. 32 No.10, 1968 and it was

reprinted in the Orchid Digest, Vol. 72, No. 1, 2008.  It is reprinted with

permission.

Burning question:
How often are my
orchids to be
watered?
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Since most growers are catt-
lelya fiends, the best proced-
ure is to modify the light and

shading to suit cattelyas, and
then place the others as to
their light requirements jud-

ging from the leaf type in
relationship to the ubiquitous

cattelyas.  Other more eclec-
tic growers will want to
adjust their shading for the

most numerous type such as
masdevallias or catasetums,

and working from the left to
right for the other plants
from there.  To repeat, grow-

ing a large assortment of
plants in one greenhouse will

evidently give less than
perfect results for all
genera.  Do not expect to grow

all plants to perfection but
strive for the ultimate in your

greenhouse and your
conditions.

There is, as usual, a fly in the
ointment, an exception to the

rule, and a square peg for the

round hole ! phalaenopsis.

According to the foregoing

rules, a phalaenopsis should
fit somewhat to the shady side

of a cattelya ! which it does

not ! feeling more at home

with trolls and moles!  For-

tunately, the light require-
ment for a phalaenopsis is so
well known that we can

afford to ship it immediately
to the shadier part of the

greenhouse and feel secure.
There must be, of course,
other exceptions which do not

come so readily to mind.  How-
ever, after burning the leaves

of the exceptions, simply
‘cuss’ us out roundly and
place them in a shadier

position.

If you have arranged your
plants as suggested, they are
now lined up for two purposes

article we will deal only with
epiphytes) are best grown when
grouped together in the green-

house according to leaf struct-
ure and pot size, rather than
just pot size.  The reason for

this is twofold.  Firstly, those
with similar leaves seem to

have similar light requirements
and secondly; plants with
similar leave tend to have

similar watering demands.  Two
factors predominate in orchid

leaves, texture and shape.  We
are faced with growing these
various strangers in one green-

house.  In a wide assortment of
epiphytic species or Cattelya

hybrids, perfection for all can-
not be achieved in one green-
house, the perfectionist

necessitating different green-
houses to grow many species.

Most of us can neither afford
many greenhouses, nor spare
the space for such a venture,

and must grow our plants in
one greenhouse.  Hence, separ-

ating the plants as to leaf type
is our first step.

Reading figuratively from left
to right, our first type is the

fine-textured ovate leaf illus-
trated by such plants as Stan-
hopeas, Lycastes, Anguloas, etc.

On the extreme right we have
such leaf structures as Papil-

ionantheteres, Aerides (Sieden-
fadenia) mitratum, Dendrobium
linguiforme, and Scuticaria

steelii.  A quick examination of
all your plants will quickly

reveal their relationship of
leaf structure to the above
extreme types, and they can be

segregated.  Further segrega-
tion according to pot size is

then employed.  The stanhopea
type of leaf calls for shade,
and again moving from the fig-

urative left to right, the succ-
ulent and terete type leaves
call for brilliant sunshine.



                                                              

         

Keep that root tip
growing so that it
remains of the
same size in rela-
tion to the dist-
ance at which the
white velamen
follows.

! light factors and watering

factors.  Some people fail to

realize that there is a correl-
ation between the shape of the
leave and the need for water.  In

general, plants with leaves
having large surfaces need less

light and more water for the
reason that the large surface
collects more light and it evapo-

rates more water.  Recently, in
moving our collection from one

city to another, a leave of Scut-
icaria steelii broke off from the
new plant.  This terete, quill-

like leave was placed next to the
plant and observed.  It was many

weeks before the detached leave
started showing signs of wrink-
ling, and many, many more weeks

before necrosis set in, Apparent-
ly, it would be difficult to under

water a plant with terete leaves.

Happily, oh happily, there is a

definite, irrevocable, and immu-
table law which nature has set

up for the watering of epiphytic
orchids, which when understood
resolves the problem once and

for all.  What follows has been
known to astute growers all

along, but none of them in any of
their books or articles seem to
be able to verbalize their infor-

mation so that it is available to
the home grower.  Herewith we

attempt to verbalize the
information.

It is spring.  The birds are on the
wing, the aphids are on the

roses, (not In Saskatoon) and the
last growth is going over the
edge of the pot.  There is on

every epiphytic orchid what
amounts to a neon sign announc-

ing water needs.  Upon the app-
earance of new roots at first all
that can be seen is the root tip

which pushes forward.  After a
short time, depending on the

plant involved, the white
velamen appears. The length of
the green root tip varies from

plant to plant Before the vela-

men covering appears, most
orchid root tips will have

elongated between one/half
to one inch.  You are now

looking at the most important
single factor in the watering
dilemma.  Most authors state

that healthy roots mean a
healthy plant.  Of course they

do, but how does one maintain
healthy roots? The job of the
grower is to keep that root tip
growing so that it remains of
the same size in relation to
the distance at which the
white velamen follows.

Because the entire process of
watering orchids is contained

n that one sentence we will
repeat it word for word so
that it will not escape atten-

tion: “The job of the grower is
to keep that root tip growing
so that it remains of the same
size in relation to the dist-
ance at which the white vel-
amen follows.” Let us play
around theoretically with

this idea to observe reactions.
Let us say the root tips are
now touching the potting

medium.  We water today.  For
the purpose of experimenta-

tion we water again the next
day, and throwing all caution
to the wind, we water again on

the third day.  Remembering
the idea that roots are reach-

ing out for water, we can
readily guess what will happ-
en when this much water is

applied.  The root tips, having
found water, will slow their

growth.  If water is applied
constantly the root tip
growth stops completely, and

the white velamen that
follows catches up with the

tip.  (Editor’s Note:  This
covering of the root tip by
velamen can also indicate a

lack of humidity in the envi-
ronment, especially in van-

daceous  orchids.)
To be Cont’d


