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Editor’s Note

The Newsletter will be

distributed electronically to

all members for whom we have

an email address. If you wish to

switch from Paper to electronic

Delivery, notify me at

(Robert.Lucas@usask.ca). Email me

if you have not received your

electronic newsletter by the

third Sunday of the month.

25th Anniversary of the SOS

As noted in September, this is

the 25
th

 Anniversary of the

Saskatchewan Orchid Society. As

part of the celebrations of this

event, the editor is seeking

stories and pictures of the

early days of the Society for a

commemorative article for the

newsletter.  Please send

contributions to the email

address noted above.

OSA Show

The Orchid Society of Alberta

Show and Sale will be held on

February 22-24, 2008.  The SOS

is looking for individuals to

volunteer for either setting up

or taking down a Society display.

Please contact Sherida if you

are interested in volunteering.

Visiting Speaker

We will have Ben Rostron of

Edmonton visiting us in January.

Ben is a former member of the

SOS and he is presently working

towards certification as an AOS

judg. Some of his notable orchid

acitivities include finding

Announcements

Headline

SOS Newsletter

Malaxis paludosa in-situ, finding

albescent Calypso bulbosa in-

situ, winning best hybrid at the

COC in Regina (1997),winning

several OSA show trophies,

getting several AOS nomina-

tions, and getting an AOS award

to one of his plants (Red Hot Imp

'Catherine' HCC/AOS).The title

of his presentation is “Phal

Species: Old Friends and What’s

New.”

Since Ben will not be bringing

plants for sale, you are free to

bring your own.  Remember the

SOS takes 10 percent of the

price to support Club activities.

Renewal Coupon

Be sure to spend your member-

ship renewal coupon at the

resources table before its

expiry on January 31/09

Gardenscape

Gardenscape will be held on

March 27-29 and the SOS will

enter a display.  Further infor-

mation will be available in the

next two newsletters.

Meeting Agenda
• Announcements

• Problem Corner

• Show and tell

• Coffee/Supplies

• Presentation

• Plant Raffle and Sale

• Adjournment

January Meeting

The January meeting of the

Society will be held on Jan.

25
th  

at Dutch Growers,

commencing at 1:30 p.m.

Web Address

www.saskorchids

.com



  

 Phal Bedford Gem

   

November 23rd meeting minutes

SOS Newsletter Page 2 of 6

 Phal Bellina

The President welcomed

guests and new members.

Announcements

I wish to remind everyone

there is no meeting in

December.  The next meeting

will be January 25
th

.

The Orchid Society of

Alberta Show and Sale will

be held on February 22-24,

2008.  The SOS is looking for

individuals to volunteer for

either setting up or taking

down a Society display.

Safeway has donated a

number of phals and Cheryl

Grummett has donated four

passes to the Sun Dog Craft

Fair for the Raffle today.

The light order has arrived

and your lights may be picked

up at the resources table.

Eugene Kucey has an oak

plant stand with lights and a

brass plant stand for sale.

.

The presentation today will

feature Sherida and James S.

who will speak on lights and

water for optimal culture

Problem Corner

A Phal with scarring on the

leaves and has mealy bugs.  Try

repotting the plant, cleaning it

well and spraying with rubbing

alcohol (or End All) and then

rinse with water.  Repeat the

spray process every two weeks.

A phal in full bloom has lost

all its leaves.  Could be

culture or water problem.

Show and Tell

Bob Farthing, Ellen, Ruthanne,

Mary Orchard, Tracey Thue,

Cheryl A., Delores Crawford,

Lynn Campbell, Al Hartridge,

Sherida, James Sather.

Plant Raffle

Plant Sale

Adjournment 

Plants for Sale

Odm. B.C. ross Vimo X Oda.(Feuerschein x Brocada) $8.00

Onc. Sharry Baby "Sweet Fragrance"( two plants) $8.00

Onc. Sweet Sugar "Goldenstar" $8.00

Dtps. Newberry Parfait "Picotee" AM/AOS $10.00

Burr. Stefan Isler 10 X Vuyl Edna x Onc. Leucochilum $8.00

Colmanaria "Wildcat" $8.00

Eplc. 'Lemon trick $10.00

Phal. amabilis $5.00

Miltoniopsis bleuana species $8.00

Cat. Loddiaca (C.aurantiaca X loddigesti) $5.00

Pot. Hoku Gem 'Super Spots' AM/AOS $10.00

Laeliocattalya Puppy Love 'True Beauty' HCC/AOS $10.00

Phal. Dangling Stars $5.00

Contact Ron Jensen, rjes@shaw.ca
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Each month we will feature a

web page.  If you have a

favorite, send it to the editor.

This month’s site is courtesy

of Ron Kaufmann of Orchid

Digest.

www.Krull-Smith.com

For high quality plants, you

can do no better than Krull-

Smith. The firm has a history

of producing quality paphs,

catts, and Phal Species.  It

recently received An FCC and

an AQ for its belina breeding

Web Page of the Month

What’s In a Name? By Gerry Bolce
(Repinted with Permission from the COC newletter, Volune 16:2,

March, 2004)

You just bought an orchid?

Dont lose the name tag!

• It identifies the kind of

orchid it is in case you want to

ask for help or just brag.

• It can tell you a lot about

what culture is required.

• If someone saw your nice

flower, they would like to

know what it is called.

• Serious orchid growers

/collectors need to know the

pedigree to know how it

relates to other breeding

• The name is needed for

display/judging purposes.

Years ago plants and animals

were classified and organized

into a structure that showed

the relationships of one

organism to another. A set of

rules defines how everything

is to be named. Latin was the

universal language of science

at the time and is still used

today in the naming

conventions.

.

As a simple example, we have:

Cattleya schilleriana

The first part of the name

tells us that we have a

member of the Cattleya genus.

The second part tells us that

it is the species schilleriana.

There are many other species

of cattleya, but this is a

specific one. Also note that the

word "cattleya" is capitalized -

the genus is always capitalized.

The species schilleriana is in

lower case - a species name is

always in lower case. And

another point - we have a

species - the singular form is

"species" not "specie". A little

looking would tell us that the

genus was named after a

William Cattley in 1842 and

this species was named after a

Mr. Schiller. Because it is a

species, the names have been

Latinized.

Now for another example:

Slc Jewel Box 'Scheherazade'

The "Slc" stands for "Sophro-

laeliocattleya". Well it seems

that some orchids of one genus

will actually cross with

orchids of a different genus.

The result is an intergeneric

hybrid. In this case we have a

Sophronitis species crossed

with a Laelia crossed with a

Cattleya. No, not all at the

same time! Anyway, we now have

a hybrid that was called "Jewel

Box". Notice the capital letters

- it is not a species. The word in

quotes, "Scheherazade" is the
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The clonal name

tells us which

specific parents

were used in the

cross.

name given to one special

plant of this cross, a

specific clone. There were

many babies from this cross

but one really stood out and

it had to have a name of its

own. If your plants don’t

already have a clonal name,

you can give them one of

your own.

A more complicated one::

Paphiopedilum Armeni White

(armeniacum 'Spectacular II'

FCC/AOS x delanatii 'Pink

Mist')

The capitals on "Armeni

White" tell us that this is a

hybrid within the genus

Paphiopedilum. The brackets

signal that what follow

tells us about the parents.

"Armeni White" is a cross

between Paphiopedilum

armeniacum and Paphio-

pedilum delanatii.

The clonal names tell us

which specific parents were

used in the cross. By conven-

tion, the seed-producing

(female) parent is listed

first, followed by the "x",

followed by the pollen

(male) parent. It is sometimes

very important to know which

was which.

The group of plants

resulting from the cross is

called a grex.. The other

thing present, the "FCC/AOS"

is an award designation. The

American Orchid Society

(AOS) has many types of

awards, this one being a

First Class Certificate. The

common awards are HCC, AM,

and FCC, the FCC being the

highest.

Let us say that my plant of this

cross just won an AM/AOS and I

called the plant "Snow Queen",

what would my label look like?

Paphiopedilum Armeni White

'Snow Queen' AM/AOS

(armeniacum 'Spectacular II'

FCC/AOS x delanatii 'Pink Mist')

What if I divide the plant to

sell a piece - what goes on the

tag? The answer is, Just what is

on it now. They are both the

same clone. What if I divide the

plant, sell the piece and that

piece wins an award? Answer, :

The clonal name and award can

now be put on my plant's name

tag. It is the same actual plant

or clone. A different plant of

the same cross doesn’t count.

And finally,:Potinara Little

Toshie 'Golden Fantasy' (Blc

Toshie Aoki x Sc Beaufort)

The thing to note here is that

one parent is a "Blc" which

stands for "Brassolaelio-

cattleya" and "Sc" which is

"Sophrocattleya". The genera

combined in this cross are

Brassavola, Laelia, Cattleya

with Sophronitis and Cattleya.

This combination of four

genera is called a Potinara. The

link below gives a table of all

the intergeneric genus names

with their abbreviation.

You might also find a couple

other terms on a plant label

from time to time. One is self,

which indicates that the parent

was self-pollinated. The label

usually shows xself. The other

possibility is sib or sib-cross,

usually abbreviated xsib or

xsibling. Technically this

refers to a brother-sister

cross, but it is generally used



  

    Phal texas fancy
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Glossary

Clone

An individual plant raised

from a single seed, with all

its subsequent vegetative

propagations

.

Genus

A subdivision of a family,

consisting of one or more

species which show similar

characteristics and appear to

have a common ancestry

.

genera

plural of genus.

Grex

A flock or group, applied

collectively to the offspring

of a given cross.

Hybrid

The offspring resulting from

a union of a species or Hybrid

with another species or

hybrid.

intergeneric

A cross Between or among two

or more genera.

selfing or self-pollination

The pollination of a flower

with pollen from the same

plant.

species

a kind of plant distinct from

other kinds.
.

to refer to two different

clones being crossed.

Orchid hybrid names are

registered by the Royal

Horticultural Society. They

have a web site (listed below)

that provides access to the

name registry. It is always a

good idea to look up your hybrid

name to see if the name has

actually been registered, if it

is spelled correctly, and to

determine the parents. If you

have the parents only, check to

see if the cross has been

named.

For more information here are

a few links:

• The American Orchid Society –

http://orchidweb.org/

• Intergeneric Orchid Genus

Names

http://retires.uwaterloo.ca/-

jerry/orchids/intergen.html

• RHS Orchid Register Search,

find the parents of your hybrid

http://www..rhs.org.uk/research

/registerpages/orchidsearch.as

p

• RHS Orchid Register Search,

see if your cross has been

named

http://www.rhs.org.uk/research/

registerpages/orchid_parentage

.asp

Checklist for January and

February by Ned Nash and James Rose.  (Excerpted

from the AOS webpage, www.aos.org.)

Cattleya

Watering and fertilizing will

be at a minimum, as will

potting. Be on the lookout for

senescing sheaths on your

winter-into-spring bloomers

Careful removal of the dying

sheaths will still allow buds

to develop without the danger

of condensation-induced rot.

Low light will lead to weak

Sheaths, so and as noted



There really is no

wrong time to pot

a paphiopedilum.

above, staking is critical. If

you have a chance to get out

to nurseries, there may still

be a chance to acquire good

plants in sheath for spring

bloom. Getting them now not

only ensures that you'll

have them, but allows them

to acclimate to your condit-

ions and bloom at their best.

Cymbidium

We are well into the

flowering season now.

Outdoor growers should be

cautious of freezing temper-

atures. Damage starts to

occur below 30 F. Be

diligent about tying the

inflorescences for best

arrangement of the flowers.

Also watch closely for

slugs and snails. If weather

is quite wet, protect the

plants from the rain and this

will help to reduce the risk

of botrytis spotting.

Lycaste

The most glorious of all

orchids, Lycaste, will be

moving toward their flower-

ing season. Make sure the

palm-like leaves do not

interfere with the emerging

inflorescences. Tying them

loosely together often is

helpful. Some growers cut

the leaves off at the pseudo-

bulb, but this removes part

of the attractiveness of this

elegant orchid. Resist pick-

ing up the plant to inspect

those beautiful buds and

then setting it down in all

different directions as the

flower buds will be forced

to re-orient themselves to

the light source each time

and will not open as nicely

as they should. Keep plants a

little drier during the

shorter days.

Odontoglossums

Odontoglossums and their i

ntergeneric hybrids offer a

great splash of color now.

Though once thought of as being

difficult to grow and requiring

cool temperatures due to the

emphasis on odontoglossum

breeding, the new intergeneric

hybrids made using Oncidium and

Brassia, for example, are just

the opposite. These plants are

quite content in more inter-

mediate conditions. New growths

generally emerge in the spring,

later forming beautiful plump

pseudobulbs. Look for the flow-

er spikes to emerge from the

inner sheath of the pseudobulb.

If your plant's pseudobulbs are

shriveled, then the plants have

been kept too dry or too wet.

Inspect the roots to determine

which condition prevailed. If the

lead pseudobulb is large, plump

and green (and back bulbs are

shriveled) but no flower spike is

evident, the plants may have been

kept too dry.

Paphiopedilum

The standard Paphiopedilum

insigne-derived hybrids, which

are called "bull dogs" and

"toads," are at their peak. Unlike

most other orchids, they can

even be potted while in bud.

There really is no wrong time to

pot a paphiopedilum, and no other

orchid responds so favorably to

fresh mix and a cleanup. Keep an

eye on watering until roots

begin to grow

Phalaenopsis

 Now is the peak of spike

development, with the first

plants in full flower. Staking

and plant preparation is a must

for those all-important spring

shows. Correct staking now will

give a better display and also

make it much easier to transport

to your society meetings and

shows. Care with watering is

vital to avoid mechanical damage

to the flowers, as well as rot-

related problems. Keep spent

blooms cleaned up to avoid

botrytis inoculation. Do not

repot this month. Now you'll be

seeing lots of phalaenopsis at

orchid shows and sales.


