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Editor’s Note

The Newsletter will be

distributed electronically to

all members for whom we have

an email address. If you wish to

switch from Paper to electronic

Delivery, notify me at

(Robert.Lucas@usask.ca). Email me

if you have not received your

electronic newsletter by the

third Sunday of the month.

25th Anniversary of the SOS

As noted in September, this is

the 25
th

 Anniversary of the

Saskatchewan Orchid Society.

The SOS has purchased a Bloom-

ing miniature Phal for each

current member to commemorate

the founding of the Society. The

plants will be available at the

November meeting.  Bring a bag

to protect your plant from the

cold. Be sure you have updated

your membership in order to

qualify for the anniversary

plant.

Membership Renewal

Society memberships for 2008-

2009 are due and will be on sale

at the November Meeting.  The

fee is $25.00 for a single

membership and $30.00 for a

family membership.

OSA Show

The Orchid Society of Alberta

Show and Sale will be held on

February 22-24, 2008.  The SOS

is looking for individuals to

volunteer for either setting up

Announcements

Headline

SOS Newsletter

or taking down a Society display.

Please contact Sherida.

 Visiting Speaker

We will have Ben Rostron of

Edmonton visiting us in January.

Further details of his visit will

appear in the next newsletter.

Light Bulb Orders

The orders for lights will be

filled at the November meeting.

You can pick up your order at

the resources table.

Renewal Coupon

Be sure to spend you coupon at

the resources table before its

expiry on January 31/09

Plant Raffle

The November meeting will

feature a number of Phals

donated by Safeway.

Presentation

There will be presentation on

the setup of T5 lights and the

use of a water meters at the

November meeting by Sherida,

James and Bob L.

Meeting Agenda
• Announcements

• Problem Corner

• Show and tell

• Coffee/Supplies

• Presentation

• Plant Raffle and Sale

• Adjournment

November Meeting

The November meeting of

the Society will be held on

Nov. 23
rd 

at Dutch Growers,

commencing at 1:30 p.m.

Web Address

www.saskorchids

.com
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 Phal Bellina

The President welcomed

guests and new members.

Business:

Membership Renewal –

Memberships for the

September 2008 to May 2009

year are due by the November

meeting.  Fees are $25 for

single and $30 for family.

Renewals and new member-

ships paid by the November

meeting qualify the member to

receive an anniversary

Phalaenopsis plant.

25th Anniversary -

Anniversary, plants were

available to members at the

October meeting starting at

1:00 pm.  A celebration cake

was served at coffee.

Ashleigh Mattern of the Star

Phoenix attended the meeting.

She is preparing a human

interest story and has

interviewed Ruthanne

Hanbidge about the history of

the society and orchids.

Information on a publication

date will be provided when a

decision has been made.

Projector  - The Executive has

explored options and costs

for the rental or purchase of

a projector for use at

meetings.  It is necessary to

have a projector on-hand for

the speaker tour.  A purchase

would be a long-term

investment. A decision will be

made soon.  Thank you to Bob

and Liz for the loan of their

equipment in the past and for

the October meeting.

Calgary Orchid Show –.Awards

were mentioned in the

.

October newsletter.  The

Visiting Display Award was

available at the October

meeting for members to see.

The story of Frances

Roesingh’s donation of her

orchid stamp collection to the

Calgary club and the society’s

subsequent use of the

collection to create unique

awards was shared.

Light Order – The society will

be placing an order for T5

fixtures and bulbs in a variety

of sizes.  An example of a 4 foot

T5 light was available for

members to see what the newer

units look like.  The SOS

received very good one- time

pricing from the vendor.

Choc la’Cure – Once again the

SOS will donate a plant

arrangement to the Choc

la’Cure event sponsored by

Dutch Growers. This event

raises funds for the purchase

of equipment for the treatment

of cancer.

Recognition – Sherida

introduced Sandy from the

floral department at Safeway

and recognized both Sandy and

Safeway for the orchid plants

donated for use in our plant

raffle over the last year of

meetings.

Problem Corner

A Paphiopedilum has spots on

the leaves that look like rust.

It is spreading.  The same plant

in a different part of the house

also has some spots but they

are not spreading.  What could

it be?



                                                                                                                                     

Phal Sun Je

diamond
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Suggestions:  The plant could

have spider mites.  Check the

underside of the leaf to se if it

is pocked.  Areas damaged by

spider mites are susceptible to

secondary infections where the

leaves were pierced.  Options to

control mites include: spraying

with a miticide like Kelthane,

repeated treatment with

insecticidal soap, and/or

increasing the humidity around

the plant by placing it in a

plastic bag which is left on for

several weeks.

The leaves on an Oncidium have

black spots.

Suggestions: Oncidiums seem to

be susceptible to common

fungal spots. Spraying with

fungicide will reduce the

spotting but will not eliminate

it.  Growing a plant in

conditions that are too warm

could stress the plant and

make it more susceptible to

infections.  Try providing more

air movement to keep leaves

drier.

Show and Tell

Plants on display were grown

by: Ron Jensen, Sarah

Nykiforuk, Heather Anderson,

Sherida Gregoire, James

Sather, Bob Lucas, Pam Mann

and Lori Pozniak.

Plant Raffle

Two dendrobium plants were

donated by Forestview

Gardens and two Phrag-

mipedium plants were

donated by the October

speaker, Chuck Taylor from

Fat Old Bald Guy Orchids.

Names of the raffle winners

were not recorded.

Chuck Taylor ,  Phrag-

mipediums

The talk included

background information on

different species, the

structure of the

Phragmipedium flowers,

blooming patterns for

different species, and

habitat in the wild.

Photographs of species and

hybrids were used to

illustrate the presentation.

Chuck also provided advice

on how to grow these plants

in a home or greenhouse

including:  light conditions,

watering, fertilizing,

growing temperature,

potting mix and potting

containers and assessing and

recognizing symptoms caused

by a variety of growing

problems.

Plant Sale

Chuck Taylor also offered

an assortment of Phrag-

mipedium plants for sale.

Adjournment:

approximately 4:00 PM
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Be sure the root

system is really

penetrating into

the new mix

Each month we will feature

a web page.  If you have a

favorite, send it to the

editor.  This month’s site is

courtesy of Ron Kaufmann of

Orchid Digest. It is hosted by

John Denson:

www.geocities.com/cattleyas

ource/

 .

The site is dedicated to cattleya

orchids, both species and

hybrids. Species have their own

pages featuring distribution,

physical features and pictures

or illustrations.  There is also

a series of pages containing

culture information.  Just what

you cattleya lovers need!

Orchids 101: Evaluating Potting

Media Part II By Doug Conkin (Repinted with

Permission from Doug Overstreet and orchid Digest, Vol. 70, No. 3,

2006, pp.151-53).  (See the October newsletter for part I)

Web Page of the Month

 Rooting orchid s are very

determined plants and these

roots will grow, come hell

or high water.  It is the root

growth in the second year

that concerns us most.  By

the time the plant has

initiated its second growth

cycle in the new media, any

excessive exuberance on the

part of the plant will have

run its course and the

plant’s reaction will be ‘its

real opinion’ of the mix.  As

the plant begins to root into

the new mix, watch for

several things.  First, be

sure the root system is

really penetrating into the

new mix.  If most of the new

roots run along the surface

of the media and don’t

penetrate well into it, some-

thing is amiss.  The center of

the pot may be staying too

wet or air circulation is

poor just beneath the

surface of the mix.  Be on

the lookout for root tips

that touch the surface of

the mix.  Be on the lookout for

root tips that touch the

surface of the mix, then die or

stop growing.  This indicates

that excessive salts or other

chemicals are accumulating on

the surface of the mix and kill-

ing the roots before they can

work their way through it.

Many plants will produce a

smaller than normal growth

immediately after repotting.  In

a perfect world where the

plants are repotted at just the

right time, the size and stamina

of the new growth should

equal that of previous cycles;

height and girth of the new

pseudobulbs of sympodial

orchids should be the same as

the prior year.  Leaf length and

leaf of monopodial orchids

should follow the same

pattern.  But we do not live in a

perfect world, and some

reduction in the size of the

growth is to be expected, but

this reduction should not last

past the first year. By the time



  

    Phal texas fancy
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knows its properties, steps

can be taken to deal with the

negative properties.  For

example, coconut husk is

extremely absorbent and can

retain too much fertilizer

over time.  Growers who are

aware of this trait flush the

pots with running water

regularly to wash out excess

salts.  Sphagnum moss

becomes increasing acidic with

age and growers know to

repot their plants before pH

crashes.  Determining these

traits and taking note of them

early in the game keeps the

grower aware of possible

negative aspects of the mix

and allows him to take appro-

priate actions.

Both pH and salinity can be

checked by various pour-

through methods.  These

methods, although simple, are

too lengthy to describe in this

article, but directions are

easily accessible in many

general gardening books and

websites. Ideally, the total

dissolved salts and pH level

should be checked on a

monthly basis for the entire

length of the evaluation

period.

But will it Last?

The final step in the evalua-

tion is to determine the last-

ing qualities of the new mix.

Most orchid growers prefer a

mix for mature plants that

will last at least two years,

preferably three, under

normal conditions.  This is not

as important to those who

grow plants that prefer

annual repotting, but even

seedlings repotted every

eight months require a mix

that retains good drainage.

the plant has completed its

second growth cycle in the new

material, it should be complete-

ly adjusted and growth should

have returned to normal.  If

this is not the case, you should

look to the pot first, provided

all other cultural parameters

are constant.  If, for example,

in the year following repotting

there were significant changes

in light or humidity levels, the

failure of the plant to equal

the growth of previous years

may not be connected to the

new potting media.  However, if

all other cultural parameters

are constant, then the blame

can probably be placed on the

new mix.  You should remove the

plant from the pot and see what

is going on.  Thing to look for

include improper water retent-

ion, e.g. the mix is either too

wet or too dry, breakdown of

the mix, snow mold or other

physical problems.

Of course, the flowers our

plants produce are the final

proof.  Flowers produced

during the second growth cycle

should be equal to or better in

quality and quantity that

flowers produced prior to re-

potting.  If they are not, then

look to the pot once again as

outlined above

.

Stability is a Good Thing

Retention of accumulated salts

and stability of the pH of the

mix are two very important con-

siderations that are often over-

looked.  Excessive buildup of

salts in the mix and large

changes in the pH over time can

deter root growth, prevent up-

take of nutrients and may kill

the entire root system of the

plant.  When the grower is

accustomed to the mix and



Plan your exper-

imentation and

take your time in

evaluating your

results.

and air circulation around

the roots   This is another

situation where the pots

full of mix really pay off.

To the end of the evaluation

period, it is a simple matter

to dump the pots of mix one

last time and take a good

look at the condition of the

mix.  Has it retained it initial

shape?  Has it retained it

original texture and

substance or is it now slimy

and falls apart at the

slightest touch?  Is the

particle size still consis-

tent throughout the pot, or

are there large pieces at

the top of the pot while the

middle of the pot resembles

some sort of black sludge?

Ask yourself these ques-

tions as you examine the mix.

Some Final Thoughts

Experimenting with new

ideas and products is part of

the fun of growing orchids,

provided you go about it with

a plan for evaluating those

ideas and products.  Willy-

nilly experimentation will

more than likely end in frus-

tration and dead plants, not

good results.  Plan your ex-

perimentation and take your

time in evaluating your

results.

Learn marketing buss words

and phrases, then learn to

ignore them immediately.

Don’t believe everything you

hear and read.  The sooner

you learn that phrases like,

“you can’t overwater this

mix,” you can re-use this med-

ium over and over again,” and

“you will never have to

repot again,” are a lot of

hooey (there are stronger

words I prefer, but this is a

family publication) the bet-

ter off you will be.  Sales-

persons are exactly that and

they are there to sell you a

product.  Understand that and

you are a lot better off.

Remember that orchids will grow

in almost any media, provided you

are willing to make adjustments

In your cultural methods to

accommodate their need in that

media.  Everything depends on

how many changes you are

willing to make and how many

plants you are willing to kill

while you learn to manage them

in an unorthodox mix.

Finally, understand there is no

one medium that will work for

all genera.  As much as we would

love to have “only one mix on the

range,” unless you grow only

one genus, you will need to use

at least a couple of different

media for your plants.  You may

find a mix that you love, but it

may not work with the pots you

use.  You may have to change the

type of pot to get the maximum

benefit from that particular mix.

I had to do exactly that several

years ago and my plants and I are

very happy that I did.  Never be

afraid to experiment and never

stop learning, just take your

time doing it. Remember the

advice of great voice teachers to

their students, “make haste

slowly” and all will be well.

Since you are probably

wondering, my preferred mix for

most genera is equal parts coco-

nut husk, medium diatomite and

#3 perlite.  I also use a 50/50 mix

of chopped sphagnum and #3

perlite for pleurothallids and

seedlings.  Works for me!

Doug Conkin

e-mail: orchiddoug@earthlink.net

.


