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Editor’s Note

The Newsletter will be

distributed electronically to

all members for whom we have

an email address. If you wish to

switch from Paper to electronic

Delivery, notify me at

(Robert.Lucas@usask.ca). Email me

if you have not received your

electronic newsletter by the

third Sunday of the month.

25th Anniversary of the SOS

Those of you with sharp eyes

will have noted that this is the

first issue of Volume 26 of the

newsletter.  In other words IT

IS THE 25
th

 Anniversary of the

Saskatchewan Orchid Society.

There will be a special celebra-

tion at one of the upcoming

meetings, so be sure you have

updated your membership.

Membership Renewal

Society memberships for 2008-

2009 are due and will be on sale

at the September Meeting.  The

fee is $25.00 for a single

membership and $30.00 for a

family member-ship. A new form

(available from Heather) must

be completed before purchase.

Calgary Show

The SOS will participate in the

Foothills Orchid Society Annual

Show in Calgary on Oct.3
rd

 –5
th

 at

the Triwood  Community Centre,,

2244 Chicoutimi Dr N. W.  We

will need plants for the display.

Please deliver your plants to

Announcements

Headline

SOS Newsletter

 Bob Lucas or Heather Anderson

 on Thursday evening, October

2
nd

  between 6:30 and 8:00 p. m.

Box your plants for travel and

include a list of the names,

including parentage, if possible.

Plant orders

We will be placing two plant

orders after the September

meeting with Forest view

Gardens of Surrey, B. C. and

Carmela Orchids of Hawaii.

Terry Groszeibl of Forest View

visited us last year and he

brought some very nice Paphs.

Check out his catalogue at

www.fvgardens.com.  The Carmela

catalogue is available at

www.carmelaorchids.net/.  Links to

these growers are to be found

on the Society webpage.  The

deadline for orders will be the

September meeting to ensure

plants are shipped before

winter. Deposits are required at

the time of order (50 percent 0f

the value of the order).

Light Bulb Orders

There will be a Society order of

flourescent tubes after the

September meeting.  Look for

the order form at the Resources

table and indicate your demand.

We will be ordering T5 as well

as T12 tubes, and the price of

the T5’s complete with ballast

will be in the 25-30 dollar

September Meeting

The September meeting of the

Society will be held on Sept.

28
th 

at Dutch Growers,

commencing at 1:30 p.m.

Web Address

www.saskorchids

.com



  

 Phal Bedford Gem

   

Special Photo

issue of the News-

letter: Deadline

for submissions is

August 24
th

, 2008

The President welcomed

guests and new members.  May

is the last meeting of the 2007-

2008  membership season so

stock up on supplies for the

summer months. The next

meeting will be in September.

Announcements

Membership Renewal - It is time

to renew memberships for the

upcoming September 2008 to

May 2009 membership year.

Memberships are $25 for

single and $30 for family.  This

year early renewals (April and

May 2008) receive a $5.00

coupon to be used for

resources/supplies.  The

coupon expiry date is January,

2009.

Plant Orders  - The order from

Hausermann’s Orchids arrived

and there are a few plants

that haven’t been picked up.

See Cheryl Adamson after the

May  25th   meeting minutes
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meeting to make your payment

and to receive your plants.  A

reminder –two orders will be

placed in September to ensure

they are received before it gets

too cold to ship plants. Plant

orders and deposits are due at

the September meeting. Check

out the web sites for Forestview

Gardens of Surrey, B. C.

www.fvgardens.com/  and

Carmela Orchids of Hawaii

www.carmelaorchids.net/

June 22 Pike Lake Native Orchid

Trip – Those interested in going

on the June 22 trip to Pike Lake

to view native orchids will meet

in the parking lot adjacent to

the Petland store at Confedera-

tion Mall at 2:00 p.m.  If you

need a ride please contact one

of the executive.

Acknowledgements – Thank you

to all members who brought

refreshments, cheese or fruit.

 Phal Bellina

range. If you don’t know what

a T5 tube is, check out the

article “Let there be Light,”

in the April and May news-

letters, available On the

Society webpage.

Plant Raffle

Sherida has been collecting

orphan phals all summer and

we will have about 30 for the

raffle in September.  Be sure

to buy lots of tickets!

Plant Sale

There is no restriction on

plant sales in September, so

bring all those plants you

have been thinking of selling.

The SOS collects 10 percent

of the sale.price of all

members’ plants sold at the

meeting

Meeting Presentation

As there is no speaker for

the September meeting, we

will conduct an open forum

on general plant culture

featuring the general

member ship.

Meeting Agenda
• Announcements

• Problem Corner

• Show and tell

• Coffee/Supplies

• Plant Raffle and Sale

• Adjournment



                                                                                                                                     

Phal Sun Je

diamond
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platters and desserts through-

out this year for the meeting

coffee breaks. It was greatly

appreciated.

Executive Vacancy – The society

is still seeking someone to sit

on the Executive as Vice

President. Please contact the

President if you are interested.

Terry Letendre – An e-mail was

received from last month’s

speaker, Terry Letendre.  He

enjoyed the visit and wants to

thank members for buying the

plants he offered for sale.  If

there were plants members

considered buying and would

now like to purchase, contact

him to make arrangements and

he will ship to Saskatoon.

Problem Corner

Since November the Cattleya

blossom sheaths have been

turning brown almost

overnight and no flowers

emerge.  The sheaths are dry.

These plants have bloomed in

the past. They are watered once

a week and different types of

fertilizer have been tried.

Suggestions: In nature the

plant moves with the breeze

and the flower sheaths bump

into other parts of the plant

and this is thought to help the

sheath open so the buds can

push out. In the house, there is

less movement and plants with

double or triple sheaths may

not open.  Take a sterile razor,

cut the tip of the sheath and

then touch the edges with

alcohol.  If the sheaths turned

brown from water getting

caught in them, they would be

mushy from bacterial rot.  If

the sheath has black spots it

could be fungal infection.

Show and Tell

Plants on display were

grown by: Cheryl Adamson,

Bob Farthing, Sherida

Gregoire, Ellen Ross, Fred

Meyer, Sarah Nykiforuk,

Mary Orchard, Ruthanne

Hanbidge, Yvette Lyster, and

Jennifer Burgess.  Gabriele

Burmeister described how

she, as a novice, ordered a

flask of plants when she

thought she was ordering a

large plant.

Plant Raffle

The raffle plants were

donated by Safeway. Winners

were: Mary Orchard, Bev

Hildebrandt, Pat Randall,

Laurel Duczek, Lisa Pauls,

Yvette Lyster, Jini Suben-

dran Heather Drysdale,

Ruthanne Hanbidge.

2008 WOC Miami, Florida

PowerPoint Presentation

The photographs in the

presentation were taken by

Bob Lucas, Cheryl Adamson

and Heather Anderson on

their trip to the WOC in

January. The PowerPoint

show was assembled by Bob

and given by Cheryl and

Heather.  It demonstrated

the wide variety of blooming

plants used in the displays

of growers, showed close-

ups of blooms and featured

interesting props and

display designs as well as

awarded displays.

Show and Tell Draw

At the May meeting the

society puts the names of

those who brought plants

for show and tell through
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Mesophyll cells

can collapse for

a variety of

reasons.

Each month we will feature

a web page.  If you have a

favorite, send it to the

editor.  Each September we

provide a listing of all

webpages from the past year.

See the Corresponding

newsletter for a description

of the webpage.

October:

 www.phragweb.info

November:

www.slipperorchids.info/

January:

www.phragmipediumkovachii.com

February:

www.draculaspecies.com

March:

www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com

April:

www.mountainorchids.com

May:

www.orchidspecies.com

.

Mesophyll Cell Collapse in

Phalaenopsis  By Patrick Lindsay
(Repinted by Permission from Phalaenopsis, the Journal of the Inter-

national Phalaenopsis Alliance, First Quarter 2008, pp. 18-19.)

out the year into a draw for a

prize. If a member brings plants

to more than one meeting, their

name is entered in the draw for

each of those meetings (i.e.

plants brought to 4 meetings,

name entered in the draw 4

times).  The draw includes

those who brought plants to

the May meeting.  Draw

Winner : Gabriele

Burmeister

Plant Sale

Adjournment:4:00 PM

Web Page of the Month

Hexum, Nothumberland, UK.

During the summer of 2005, a

faulty thermostat allowed a

constant stream of cold air

flow through a 12 inch fan

into my greenhouse.  Be-

cause it was summer and the

Phals did not show any signs

of stress, I thought this was,

at worst, a benign problem.

Many months later, however,

when the plants began seind-

ing up flower spikes, the

leaves started taking on a

horrendous appearance. What I

thought was a benign summer

problem with the thermostat

had, over time, resulted in mes-

ophyll cell collapse, a degen-

erative condition of Phals that

affects new leaves.

Mesophyll cells can collapse

for a variety of reasons, but

temperature extremes often

trigger the condition.  Cold, in

one form or another, is almost

always the primary cause,

although excessive heat also



  

    Phal texas fancy
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from sources such as a leak in

the greenhouse roof. This

problem only affects the

leaves the water falls on.  It

should not be confused with

evaporation drip, in which case

the water falling from the

inside portion of the roof

tends to be warmer than out-

side water dripping through a

roof leak.  Evaporation drip is

also less likely to affect the

leaves than a drip from a roof

leak, except when it may hit

the centre of the plant and

cause crown rot.

Plants purchased at shows

may also harbor unseen prob-

lems with mesophyll cells.  At

the London show in March of

2005, I bought four small

plants of Dtp. Taiwan Red Cat.

One of them broke out in cell

collapse when it produced a

spike.  The next three leaves

the plant produced also were

affected (Editor’s Note: the

Accompanying picture depicts a

leaf with heavy black irreg-

ular pitting and copper-

yellow discoloration on the

leaf.)  I allowed the leaf to

spike again, which may have

contributed to the continuing

problem.  One of the other

plants, after carrying a

flower spike for several

weeks, recently developed

symptoms on its newest leaf.

The four plants of Dtps.

Taiwan Red Cat were imported

from Taiwan for the London

show.  Some other plants I

purchased at the show that

also suffered from mesophyll

cell collapse were imported

from Europe.  The dealer who

sold me the plants later ack-

nowledged that all of them

had experienced cold temper-

ature while being shipped to

can be the culprit.  In another

instance, for example, some of

my seedlings suffered from a

partial collapse of the meso-

pyhyll cells when a cabinet in

which they were growing over-

heated.

Mesophyll cell collapse is re-

cognized in its initial stages by

a discoloration on the upper

surface of the leaf, which may

resemble yellowish circles or

streaks.  This condition may go

unnoticed in a large collection

until the leaf takes on the

appearance of mite damage.

Growers can determine

whether their plants are suff-

ering from cell collapse or

insect damage with a 10x magni-

fier.  In the case of mesophyll

cell collapse, the damage even-

tually may turn from a silvery

appearance to black, but not in

every case.  The appearance of

the damaged section of leaf

seems to depend on the severity

of the cell collapse and the

plant itself.  Once this condi-

tion has been diagnosed, then

one has to think back several

months to try and establish the

cause.

In the case of the faulty ther-

mostat and the cold evening air

in the summer, the condition

didn’t become apparent until

the plants experienced the

stress of sending up flower

spikes.  Phals use 40 percent of

their energy to produce

flowers.  Obviously, the fan

has been reversed to expel air

from the greenhouse-- which is

a bit like shutting the stable

door after the horses are

gone!

Another cultural condition

that can cause mesophyll cell

collapse is cold-water drip



There is no magic

cure for cell

collapse

London.  These plants

recovered more quickly

than the ones that were

subjected to the constant

evening draft.

Phal growers can only do

so much to combat cell

collapse.  Preventive

measures include: avoid

cold drafts; stop any drips

(or move the plant);

Ensure that the tempera-

ture control systems are

functioning properly; ask

vendors if their plants may

have suffered from cold

temperature in the hold of

the aircraft, in customs

sheds, or in any other ways

during transit.

There is no magic cure for

cell collapse.  It may take

several new leaves before

the plant grows a ‘clean’ one.

On a contaminated plant, even

the spike can discolour and

may be unsuitable for stem

propagation, although I have

yet to establish that.  It is my

opinion that if you suspect a

plant has mesophyll cell

collapse, it may help the plant

recover by not letting it

flower.  In my experience,

mesophyll cell collapse does

not affect root growth.

I have had many growers, in-

cluding dealers, ask me what

is wrong with their plants

when the leaves start taking

on a disturbing appearance.

They seem as baffled by

mesophyll cell collapse as I

once was.  I hope this article

has thrown some light on this

very frustrating Phal ailment


