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Editor’s Note

The Newsletter will be
distributed electronically to
all members for whom we have
an email address. If you wish to
switch from Paper to
electronic Delivery, notify me
at (Robert.Lucas@usask.ca). Email
me if you have not received
your electronic newsletter by
the third Sunday of the month.

Plant Orders

The Orchid Inn order will be
shipped in the week of april
21st.  If you think you will be
unavailable to accept delivery,
please arrange for someone
else to pick up your order and
notify Cheryl of your
arrangements.

Gardenscape

By all accounts Gardenscape
was a very successful show for
the Society.  Members are to be
congratulated for the many
quality plants on display. We
thank all members who volun-
teered to staff the display and
share their enthusiasm and
knowledge of orchid culture
with the general public. James
Sather and Shirley Keith
accepted the leadership role
in the design of the Display
and they along with Al
Hartridge (and son), Dave
Robinson, Pamela Mann,
Matthew Sackville and Cheryl
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Adamson executed the innova-
tive design in a flawless
manner.  The creation of a
display involves significant time
and effort and the Society is
very grateful for their commit-
ment.

Cheryl Adamson, Heather
Anderson, Yvette Lyster and Bob
Lucas demonstrated the art of
repotting and discussed basic
orchid culture in the Demon-
stration Theatre on Saturday
night. the presentation was
well attended and the audience
was enthusiastic.

Visiting Speaker

Terry Letendre of Edmonton
will visit the Society at the
April meeting.  In addition to his
presentation on Bulbophyllums,
he will have plants for sale. In
deference to Terry, we ask that,
if possible, you refrain from
bringing sale plants to the
April meeting.

SOS Executive Elections

Elections to the Executive will
take place at the April Meeting.
If you are interested in joining
the Executive, or nominating
someone else, please inform
Sherida or another member of
the Executive prior to the
meeting

April  Meeting

The April meeting of the
Society will be held on
April 27th at Dutch
Growers, commencing at
1:30 p.m.

Web Address

www.saskorchids
.com
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Do you want to
join the Executive
and contribute to
our great Society?
If so, Talk to
Sherida..

James Sather, standing in for
the President, welcomed
everyone to the Meeting.

Announcements

Members who attended the
OSA Show in Edmonton in
February reported on the
activities and Displays.  It was
apparent that all who
attended enjoyed the
experience greatly.

Plant orders for Hauser-
manns and the Orhcid Inn
must be handed in today.

March 16th   meeting minutes
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Gardenscape Volunteers should
pick up their passes from Sherida
on Thursday, March 27th between
3:30 and 7:00 in Hall C.

The Display setup will commence
at 1:00 on Thursday.  Plants may
be dropped off between 3:30 and
7:00 in Hall C.  They should be
cleaned and staked and tagged
with your name.   Plants must be
picked up on Sunday between 5:00
and 5:30.

The SOS will host a presentation
in the Demonstration Theatre on
Saturday, March 29th.

 Phal Bellina

Membership Renewal 2008-09

As in the past there will be an
incentive program in effect
during the April and May
meetings.  If you renew your
membership at either of these
meetings, you will be eligible
for a $5.00 coupon that can be
redeemed at the supplies Table.

COC Symposium

The COC Annual meeting and
Symposium will be held in con-
junction with the Ottawa orchid
Society Show on April 26-27 at
the Nepean Sportsplex, 1701
Woodruffe Ave, Nepean,
Ontario. For futher details, see
www.canadianorchidcongress.ca

COC Executive

The COC is looking for people
willing to serve on the
Executive.  There are four
vacancies, Secretary,
Treasurer, and two vice-
presidents.  If you are willing
to volunteer, talk to James S.

Cypripedium excursion

The Executive is exploring
the possibility of a trip to
northern Saskatchewan this
June to view cypripedium
orchids in situ.  Further
details will be forthcoming
at the May meeting.

Orchid Digest Giveaway

Older copies of the Orchid
Digest will be given away at
the April meeting.  Although
they are dated with respect
to advertising, they contain
great pictures and culture
information.  They will be
available at the library
table.

Meeting Agenda
• Announcements
• Problem Corner
• Show and tell
• Coffee/Supplies
• Letendre Powerpoint
• Plant Raffle and Sale
• Adjournment
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The Executive is exploring the
possibility of a trip to northern
Saskatchewan this June to view
cypripedium orchids in situ.
Further details will be
forthcoming at the April
meeting.

Over the next two months we
will be distributing past issues
of the AOS Bulletin.  Although
the advertising of these issues
is dated, there are informative
articles on orchid culture that
you may find useful.  See Ellen
for a free copy.

The COC is looking for
volunteers for the Executive.
If you are interested, see James
or Al.

At the April meeting, Terry
Letendre of Edmonton will
present a talk and bring plants
for sale. The May meeting will
feature a Powerpoint of the
19th WOC held in Miami in
January.  In September, ChucK
Taylor (Fat old Bald Guy
Orchids) will visit the Society
and he will bring Phrags for
sale

Bob F. will order more lights if
there is a demand for them.  Let
Bob know if you wish to order.

Plant Raffle Tickets are $1.00
or 3 for $2.00.  The 14 raffle
plants have been donated by
Safeway Floral.

Problem Corner
Heather A: A cymbidium has
black spots on leaves
(including new growths) which
developed since the fall.
This could be fungus – try more
air movement.  These plants
need to be kept cool

Bob F: His Phals have black
pitting spots. They have been
watered with rainwater and
have good air circulation.
Try increasing nitrogen as the
plant could be under
fertilized. Don’t let rainwater
go stagnant prior to use.
Aeration of the water will
prevent this

Show and Tell
Helga S. (photos), Bob L., Bob
F., Eugene K., Ellen R., Don K.,
Cheryl A., Tracey T., James S.

Coffee Break
Slide Show “24 Native Orchids
of Saskatchewan,” A slide show
developed by Ruthanne
Hanbidge and presented by
James S.
Plant Raffle and sale
Adjournment

Web Page of the Month
Each month we will feature a
web page.  If you have a
favorite, send it to the editor.
This month’s feature,
courtesy of Ron Kaufmann of
the Orchid Digest, is:

www.mountainorchids.com

Mountain orchids is located in

Vermount and specializes in
cool to intermediate grow-
ing orchids that are
compact/miniature in size.

The Site also has an eclec-
tic and useful links page as
well as a E-Card engine
that allows you to design
your own orchid e-card.
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Make sure your
plant is free of
insects and
pests

I occasionally hear from
members about Ribbon Judging.
Sometimes their plant was not
chosen for the blue ribbon and
sometimes they are wondering
why. I even hear queries about
why they did get the blue
ribbon and not that gorgeous
flower sitting next to their
flowers.  Simply put—it’s the
whole package. The plants need
a great presentation as well as
beautiful flowers.

For ribbon Judging, a set of
general criteria is used that is
based on the best plant in each
class in which it is registered
at that particular show. AOS
judging compares a plant
against the same or comparable
plant (such as a cross in the
same group) that possibly has a
published standard across the
globe. Sounds simple? Not
quite.

You do not have to be an AOS
judge to participate in ribbon
judging. Common sense and a
good eye for comparison are
the major criteria in any ribbon
judging. The classification lists
are similar plants grouped
together helping you make a
better decision. That is, species
Cattleyas, white Cattleyas no
markings, white Cattleyas with
colored lip, are all in a group.
So we are comparing like
flowers for the first, second,
and third place ribbons.  But
the decision of the judges will
be determine by more than just
pretty flowers.

To begin to look for a ribbon

winner, the judge looks for
clean flowers without
damage, well spaced, good
color, good flower count,
nicely shaped, pleasingly
presented, and so on. If the
ribbon judge decides one
plant with a very large and
nicely shaped flower is as
good as a plant with three
smaller flowers of
approximately the same
qualities, they can award two
first place ribbons.

If there are only two or three
plants registered in a class
and any or all of the plants
are lacking (such as fading,
spotted, droopy, browning or
unpleasant shape), then there
are not enough good qualities
to warrant a first place
ribbon, or possibly even a
second place ribbon. The
judge has the option of
bypassing a ribbon, or even a
class, for that matter.
Remember, awarding a ribbon,
whether it be a first-place
blue or other tells the
grower, “you are doing a fine
job, keep up the good work”.

Here are some tips for getting
the most out of ribbon judging
1.Make sure your plant is free
of insects and pests, such as
mealy bugs, scale or sooty
mold.  Remove slugs or slug
trails on the pot, bark or
plant.  These conditions will
usually be found at the time
of registration, but if a judge
sees any of these conditions
he will ask to have the plant

Ribbon Judging
by Susann atton.  (Reprinted with permission from the
South Bay orchid Society Newsletter, June, 2006.) 
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cymbidium back bulbs should
be removed also.  This will
eliminate the hiding place for.
scale and fungus, as well as
improve the appearance of the
plant

7. Clean the leaves of any
hard water stains.  A solution
of milk and water works
nicely.  The acid in the milk
will dissolve the hard water
deposits and the fat in the
milk will make the leaves
shine slightly.  Use a cotton
ball, dipping it in the solution
and rub gently.  Do not use
commercial formulas such as
Leaf Shine.

8. Hide old looking potting
media, possibly with moss or a
topping of fresh bark.

9. If you are putting your
plant in a show it would be a
good idea to water it a day or
two before registration. The
drier conditions of an exhibi-
tion area will dehydrate the
plant quickly and the first
thing to go will be the
flowers.

Ideally, everyone should be
free of bias and prejudice.
Unfortunately, this is not
always the case, so a good
judge is expected to control
any bias or prejudice. Two of
the most important human
traits any judge should
possess is to be ethical and to
have an objective validity to
their attitudes and emotions.

After all, personalities,
attitudes, emotions, exper-
ience and knowledge are
qualities that make life so
interesting. However, they
can also make any judging a
challenging task.

removed to eliminate contamin-
ation of adjacent plants.  Avoid
embarrassment by presenting
clean plants

2. Remove anything that
detracts from the plant’s
appearance.  Use a clean razor
blade to remove any dead, dying
or broken leaves from the
plant.  Remove any flowering
stems that detract from the pic-
ture, like those with damage
from bacteria or pest, and
those with dying flowers.

3. As the flower spikes start
forming, stake the spikes while
buds are still forming. When
the buds begin to open do not
turn or move the plant.
Flowers are sensitive to light
and changing the direction of
the light will cause the flower
to turn toward the light.
Phals look their best when all
the flowers are pointing in the
same direction.  Paphs should
face straight ahead, not
bending down or up toward the
ceiling.

4. Clean the exterior of the pot
or put the plant inside a
decorative container, but not
so decorative as to detract
from your plant.  The flowers
and plants should be the main
objects noticed foremost.

5. Stake up any errant growing
pseudobulbs.  Floppy looking
Cattleyas are not what the
judges like to see. If the bulb
is flopped over the flowers
will not present themselves in
the best light

6. Remove the dead paper-like
covering on Cattleya pseudo-
bulbs.  The remaining covering
of dead leaves at the base of



buds positioned
near a wall will
turn toward the
wall

“Light is the only plant food. All
the other things we give a plant
are just to help it digest and use
the light.” (How to Supercharge
your Garden, by G, Reiners and M.
Mainly, Mainly Publications,
Abbotsford, B. C, 1999.)

Light Density

A very important property of
light is its density.  The unit of
measurement of its density, foot-
candle or lumen, predates the
electrical age when candles
were the primary source of
illumination.  A foot-candle
(lumen) is the amount of light
intensity provided by one candle
on a surface area of one square
foot held one foot away.

Distance is included in the
definition because the greater
the distance from the candle,
the larger is the area illumin-
ated and the smaller is the
intensity of light falling on one
square foot of surface. There-
fore, a light meter must be
positioned at the leaf to accur-
ately measure the Light intensity
the plant receives. The wattage
of a bulb is meaningless because
various bulb types produce diff-
erent amounts of illumination at
the source.

To ensure that the light emitted
from your source is fully
utilized, you can (a) keep lights
as close as possible to the
plants (easier if you grow at
cooler temperatures) and (b) use
walls or other reflecting
surfaces to collect and redirect
the light that would otherwise
be wasted.

For example, in a large room it is
most efficient to utilize a corner
rather than the center of the
room, as less light will be

wasted in a corner. Proof of
this is the fact that buds near a
wall will turn toward the wall
rather than toward the light
source, drawn by the greater
intensity of Light at the wall.

Light Spectrum

Another important property of
light is its spectrum.  Leaves
have cells (pigments) that
absorb light and convert light
energy (photons) to chemical
energy (electrons).  With the
chemical energy extracted
(photosynthesis) and raw
materials such as carbon
dioxide and water, the plant is
able to create oxygen and
carbohydrates such as sucrose,
glucose and starch, the energy
of life.

Chlorophylls are the pigments
most heavily involved in photo-
synthesis and they absorb all
frequencies of light (except
green) with the heaviest
absorption in the violet/blue
and red frequencies. If your
light source does not have the
full spectrum properties of
sunlight, your orchids will not
be able to develop the energy
they need for optimal growth.

Many florescent lights are
designed to produce particular
frequencies such as violet/blue
(cool) or red (hot).  You must
mix these types to get a full
spectrum effect, or alter-
natively spend a little more and
purchase a full spectrum bulb.
High pressure sodium and metal
halide bulbs generate light
predominately in the yellow-
red range. Yet, their greater
intensity of light means that
they are an effective compro-
mise between optimal intensity
and spectrum.

Let There be Light Part I
by Bob Lucas


