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Editor’s Note

The Newsletter will be
distributed electronically to
all members for whom we
have an email address. If you
wish to switch from Paper to
electronic Delivery, notify
me at (Robert.Lucas@usask.ca).
Email me if you have not
received your electronic
newsletter by the third
Sunday of the month.

Membership Renewal

Society memberships for 2007
-2008 are due and will be on
sale at the November
Meeting.  The fee is $25.00
for a single membership and
$30.00 for a family member-
ship. A new form must be com-
pleted before purchase.
Failure to renew by Nov. 25th
will result in loss of member
ship privileges including
receipt of the newsletter.

Florescent Light Order

The Society order of
florescent lights will be
available for pick-up at the
November meeting at the
resource table.

Panel  Discussion

There will be a panel
discussion at the November
meeting on water and Fertil-
izer requirements for
orchids. Carol S. and Bob
Lucas will be two of the
members who will participate.

Announcements
Headline

SOS Newsletter

OSA Show

The orchid society of Alberta
show and sale will be held in
Edmonton on February 22-24,
2008. A decision to enter a
display will depend upon the
number of Society members
attending, for extra hands are
needed.  If you plan to attend
and could help out with trans-
port of plants to or from the
show, please tell Sherida.  We
are also exploring the
possibility of renting a bus for
the trip to Edmonton.  Further
details will be provided at the
November meeting.

Slide Show

Because of the panel discussion,
there is no slide show sched-
uled for the November meeting.

Gardenscape

Gardenscape will be held on
March 29-30. The SOS will enter
a display.

Meeting Agenda
• Announcements
• Problem Corner
• Show and tell
• Coffee/Supplies
• Panel Discussion
• Plant Raffle
• Plant sale
• Adjournment

November Meeting

The November meeting of
the Society will be held on
Nov. 25th at Dutch Growers,
commencing at 1:30 p.m.

Web Address

www.saskorchids
.com
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A Special welcome
to laurel in her
new position as
Secretary of the
SOS.

Sherida welcomed everyone
especially new members and
guests.

Election of Secretary

At the last meeting, it was
announced that the secretary
position had become vacant and
that the Executive would be
seeking a replacement. A
nomination of Laurel Duczek
for the position of secretary
was received. The President
opened the floor to further
nominations.  No further
nominations were made. Sarah
and Wilma Nykiforuk jointly
moved that Laurel Duczek be
accepted as the new secretary.
The motion was jointly
seconded by Phyllis Mykota and
Sharon Wallentiny. The motion
was carried.

Announcements

Any unpaid membership
renewals for 2007-2008 were
due at the October meeting.
The fee is $25.00 for a single
membership and $30.00 for a
family membership. Payments
can be made to Heather
Anderson, Treasurer.

Marilyn Light, a COC sponsored
speaker, presented lectures
on two topics at the JS Wood
library, October 22, 2007. The
first was “Periodic and
Seasonal Dormancy in Orchids”
and the second was “Orchids of
the Philippines”. A handout
from the presentation on
dormancy is available at the
Head table.

Oct. 28th   meeting minutes
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 Phal Bellina

Members are to give their
fluorescent light orders to Bob
Farthing at the resource table.
It is expected that the SOS order
will be placed within 1 week of
the October meeting.

A CD and write-up were prepared
by James Sather  based on the
AOS slide show entitled “The Big
Three Cattleya Species”. It will
be added to the library holdings.

The November 25, 2007 meeting
will feature a panel of
experienced orchid growers who
will discuss how they fertilize
and water their plants. Come
with your questions and
concerns about watering and
fertilizing.

Canadian Parks and Wilderness
Society (CPAWS) sent an
acknowledgement for a recent
donation from the society.
Contributions to the box in the
coffee area are donated for
conservation work.

Presentation - Growing
Dendrobiums

James Sather discussed the
growth and flowing habits of
several Dendrobium plants on
display.  The information on
dormancy periods found in
reference books should be
modified to suit the geographic
and climatic conditions where
you live. When species and
crosses require a cool rest with
diminished watering, James
hardens off the plants starting
in November/December by
reducing watering to once every
3 weeks.  He provides bright
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light through the dormancy
period and resumes normal
watering in January/February.
With this type of care the
plants flower in March/April.
James also demonstrated how to
select, remove and pot kekis.

The kekis removed for the
demonstration were donated
for the plant raffle.  James
provided information on the
compact florescent bulbs that
he uses for orchid growing.

Problem Corner

An Odont. Titanic “ Black
Sabbath” was brought for
discussion. After purchase, the
plant produced blossoms that
turned hard and black. The thin
leaves were extensively
covered with black spots. The
plant was taken back to the
seller for advice and it was
treated with sulfur for a
suspected fungal infection. The
plant bloomed again this
summer and the blossoms again
turned black. The plant is in a
south-east exposure. The house
never gets very cool.

Suggestions: Repot the plant
and spray with soap.  Provide
cooler conditions, bright light
and high humidity. Some leaf
spotting is common with thin-
leaved orchids.

Show and Tell

Plants on display were
grown by: Ruthanne
Hanbidge, Eugene Kucey,
Ryan Denkert, Ron Jensen,
Bob Farthing, Sara
Nykiforuk, Sharon
Wallentiny, James Sather,
Heather Anderson, Al
Hartridge, Cheryl Adamson
and Sherida Gregoire.  Mary
Orchard brought cut
flowers from a specimen
plant with over 60 blooms
and pictures of other
flowering orchids.

Plant Raffle Winners

Jan Dougall– Paph. Ruby
Leopard ‘Vini’ x
charlesworthii;
Gwen Paquin– two
Dendrobium kekis;
Sara Nykiforuk– Odcdm.
Wildcat ‘TOW;’
Clarence Smith– Wils. Aloha
Sparks ‘Ruby Eyes;’
Yvette Lyster– Brs. Eternal
Wind ‘TOW’ (Bracdiana x Rex)
Sherida Gregoire– Milt.
Boulivot ‘THX 1138.’

Plant Sale

In addition to the club
plants available, Ron Jensen
offered many plants from his
collection for sale.

Adjournment : 3:30 PMWeb Page of the Month
Each month we will feature
a web page.  If you have a
favorite, send it to the
editor.  This month’s
feature, courtesy of Cheryl
A. is:
www.slipperorchids.info/

This site, hosted by Stephen
Manza, features in situ
conditions for all paph
species, as well as species,
primary and complex hybrid
photos.  It is very easy to
navigate and is worth a visit.
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My Potting medium
is a combination of
expanded clay
pellets and
sphagnum moss

typical summer day in Sask-
atchewan the light intensity
averages around 900-1000
foot-candles.

I run a ceiling fan 24 hours a
day on low, just enough to
impart a gentle motion to
flower spikes.

Water

I do not use Saskatoon water
because I found that with it my
plants displayed pitting of the
leaves.  I attribute this to the
hardness of the water.  It
measures about 210 ppm out of
the tap and since I aim for a
total ppm of 450, it does not
leave much room for
fertilizer.  In addition I have
no idea of the composition of
the minerals in the water.
Consequently I switched to RO
water about eight years ago
and I have not experienced any
pitting since then.

I water once a week except in
July and August when the
temperature in my growing
room routinely reaches 30-35
degrees C.  Then I sometimes
augment the routine with
additional water.

Potting Medium

My Potting medium is a comb-
ination of expanded clay
pellets and sphagnum moss.

The first question that must
be addressed in an article on
the culture of Phalaenopsis
orchids is, ‘Who cares?’  When
wonderful blooming meri-
stems from Taiwan can be
bought for $20.00 from your
local supermarket, and
discarded once petals drop,
who needs culture tips?

I have three answers that I
hope you find compelling.
First, there is joy to be had
from a well-grown plant, even
before it blooms.  Second, the
anticipation of growing and
blooming out a flask of a new
hybrid is often more reward-
ing than the blossoms them-
selves.  Third, if your
collection contains only
meristems that everyone else
has, your ability to mount a
varied and entertaining
display is severly curtailed.

Light

I grow my seedlings and
rejuvenating mature plants
under florescent lights.  I
have 2 three-tiered light
stands with 4 48” tubes on
each level. The distance
between the lights and the
tray bottoms are 13, 16 and 18
inches to allow for different
sized plants.  The lights are
on timers set for 14 hours.
Light is augmented by east and
south windows and on a

How I Grow Phalaenopsis Orchids
By Bob Lucas
Editor’s Note: this is the sixth in a series of culture articles by SOS
members who are known for growing fine plants. See the March, April, May,
September and Ocotober 2007 newsletters for the first five articles in
this series on Phragmipedium Paphiopedilum, Dendrobium, Masdevallia and
Vanda orchids.
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This choice is based on the fact
that I grow many plants in my
house and I want to minimize any
problems associated with
decomposition. An added benefit
is that I can recycle the pellets
after cleaning them.

I layer the two, beginning with
pellets then moss, the plant,
Pellets, moss and Pellets.  This
sequence ensures that the
roots always have air space into
which they can grow, thereby
minimizing the root rot that can
occur in moss alone.

Fertilizer

One might think the nutrients
contained in the fertilizer, and
their concentration levels are
the most important considera-
tions in efficient fertilizing,
but that is not the case. The
most critical element is the pH
measure of the solution, so let
me start with this.

Before I started growing
orchids I gave little thought to
how plants take up nutrients.
If pressed I probably would
have mentioned capillary or
osmosis action, but, in truth, my
closest analogy would have
been, ‘like a straw.’

After reading How to
supercharge your garden, by G.
Reinders and M. Mainly (Mainly
publications, Abbotsford, B. C.,
1999) I discovered that, “the
nutrients, the water, the trace
elements, the growing medium,
and the gases at the roots have
different electrical charges
all engaged in a constant
battle…. exchanging positive
and negative electrical
charges, and in this way
nutrients are absorbed into the
roots to feed the plant,”(p. 66).

Who knew? Anyway, the bottom
line is that without the
correct pH, the plant will not
be able to absorb the
nutrients regardless of what
you have provided.

Fortunately, most of the
important nutrients are taken
up optimally with a pH level
between 6 and 6.5.  However,
this reading must be taken
from the runoff, as various
mediums will differ in their
electrical charges.  For
example, moss, being slightly
acidic (positively charged)
will bring the pH measure
down significantly.  Thus, I
have to start with a pH read-
ing of 7.5 to end up at the
roots with 6-6.5.

I used to complicate my
fertilizer routine by alterna-
ting among various products.
However, for the past four
months I have stuck with MSU
and I have not noticed any
deterioration in my orchids.
Here is my mix for 18 litres of
RO water:

3 tbsp of MSU (for RO water)
1 tsp Pro-teKt
1/4 Tsp magnesium nitrate
Adjust the pH to 7.5 (about 5
ml of pH UP).

The Pro-teKT (Dyna-Grow
silicon supplement) is
supposed to promote disease
resistance and it seems to
create a shiny healthy leaf.
The magnesium is a bloom
enhancer and I use the nitrate
form since Horst Bohne
maintains that, “you can never
have too much nitrogen.” This
solution measures out around
450-475 ppm depending on how
carefully I measure. I
fertilize with each watering



violacea, bellina
and their primary
hybrids seem to do
better with less
fertilizer.

at a frequency of once a week.
If more frequent watering is
required in the summer heat, I
do it with RO water with a
trace amount of fertilizer.

Temperature

I find the best growth rates
occur with a daytime temp-
erature between 25-30
degrees C and 18-22 degrees C
at night. In the summer heat
above 30 degrees C, the
plants experience stress and
appear to go into a holding
mode.

Flower Induction

In nature, flower induction is
triggered by the drop in temp-
erature and the increase in
light intensity that accompany
the end of the monsoon
season.

To replicate these conditions,
I move plants I think are
capable of blooming to a room
in the basement.  The light is
provided by a 400 watt high
pressure sodium lamp mounted
on a track.  The track allows
me to expand the growing area
to 9x4 feet with one light,
thereby economizing on elect-
rical bills. The plants
directly under the light
receive just over 1000 foot-
candles and the light is on
for fourteen hours a day. An
overhead fan runs on medium
24/7.

By adjusting the amount of air
conditioning that enters this
room, I can ensure that the
temperature ranges from a
low of 15 degrees C to a high
of 22 degrees C, even in the
summer.  After about six to
eight weeks, 90 percent of the
plants have spiked.  Those
that have not are returned to
the growing room for
additional development.

An added benefit of using this
type of temperature control
is that I am able to bloom
plants year round. This is

particularly useful when
entering Phals in fall shows.
In addition, always having
plants in bloom is better for
the soul than an explosion of
blooms for a few months of the
year.

Miscellaneous Hints

I repot when there appear to be
more roots above the medium
than in it, for then the plant is
at a disadvantage in accessing
nutrients.  I don’t hesitate to
repot a plant in spike or bloom,
as repotting appears to
invigorate the plant.

Before repotting, I soak the
plant in a weak solution of RO
water and a root booster such
as Superthrive for 15 minutes

Violacea, bellina and their
primary hybrids seem to do
better with less fertilizer so I
dilute my solution by half for
them (and my paphs), although I
fertilize with each watering as
with the other orchids.

On the basis of autopsies
conducted on orchids that I and
friends have killed, nine
orchids die from root rot
associated with over watering
for each one that dies of
dehydration. The simple reason
for this is that the evidence of
dehydration, droopy or limp
leaves, is readily apparent
before lethal damage occurs.
IN contrast, root rot is usually
irreversible once the plant
depicts signs of distress.  The
medium should be dry before
watering,but not excessively
so.  If you are unsure of
whether to water or not, don’t.

Don’t let your plants bloom for
more than four months.  I used
to be excited if blooming lasted
six months or more.  However,
my joy dissipated when I found
the plant more often than not
near death’s door, and facing a
two-year recuperation period.


