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Editor’s Note

The Newsletter will be
distributed electronically to
all members for whom we have
an email address. If you wish to
switch from Paper to
electronic Delivery, notify me
at (Robert.Lucas@usask.ca). Email
me if you have not received
your electronic newsletter by
the third Sunday of the month.

Visiting Speaker New Date

On Monday, October 22nd, the
SOS will host a lecture by
Marilyn Light at J S Wood
Library, 1801 Lansdowne Ave at
7:00 p. m.  Marilyn is a
renowned speaker and she is
sponsored by the COC. She is
the author of books, scientific
papers and popular articles
including Growing Orchids in
the Caribbean published by
Macmillan Education in 1995.
She is a Past President of both
the Ottawa Orchid Society and
the COC, now serving as
Chairman of Conservation
Committees for both entities.
She will present two lectures,
“Even an Orchid Needs Some
Sleep: Periodic and Seasonal
Dormancy,” and “Orchids of the
Philippines.”

Culture Series

This month the newsletter
continues the Culture series
with an article on the culture
of Vandas by Al Hartridge

Announcements
Headline

SOS Newsletter

Future contributors are Pamela
(Catts), Bob (Phals) and Cheryl
(hydroponics). Previous articles
in this series may be found in the
past four newsletters and are
posted to the Society web page.

Membership Renewal

Society memberships for 2007-
2008 are due and will be on sale
at the October Meeting.  The fee
is $25.00 for a single membership
and $30.00 for a family member-
ship. A new form (available from
Heather) must be completed
before purchase.

High Intensity Lights

The club has received a donation
of high intensity lights of 1000
watts.  If you are interested in
obtaining one, please contact
Sherida.  If no interest is
expressed the SOS will dispose of
these lights.

Florescent Light Order

There will be a SOS order for
lights taken at the October
meeting for delivery at the
November meeting.  Leave your
order with Bob Farthing. The
prices are: T12 3000K $2;T12
5000K $6;|T8 3000K $3;|T8 5000K
$3;T5 3000K $8;T5 6000K $9

New Members

A warm welcome is extended to

October Meeting

The October meeting of the
Society will be held on
Oct. 28th at Dutch Growers,
commencing at 1:30 p.m.

Web Address

www.saskorchids
.com



  

 Phal Bedford Gem

   

Marilyn Light
lecture, October
22, J S Wood
Library, 7:00 p.m.

Sherida welcomed members and
guests to the first meeting of
the fall.  I hope everyone had a
great summer as did your
orchids.

Announcements

We mentioned in the newsletter
that we will be doing a display
in Calgary, Well, plans have
changed and we won’t be after
all, as not enough time and
people are available to set up
and take down the display.  So,
don’t take your blooming orchids
to Bob’s house on Thursday
evening unless you want him to
enjoy your blooming orchids
until October.

Our October general meeting, as
Bob Lucas has mentioned in our
newsletter, is now scheduled
for our regular date of October
28/07.

Marilyn Light, a well known
speaker and writer will be
arriving Sunday October 21 and
will be speaking to us on “Even
an Orchid needs some sleep
(Periodic and seasonal
dormancy)” as well a shortened

September 23rd Meeting Minutes
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version of the “Orchids of the
Philippines” on Monday October
22 at 7:00 pm at JS Wood Library.
Please mark this date on your
calendar and plan on attending
as Marilyn is a very interesting
speaker. Her trip across
Western Canada is sponsored by
COC.

It’s time to renew memberships.
please see Heather to renew
your membership on the new
form.

As mentioned in the newsletter
we are having a silent auction
for 1 - 1000 watt metal halide
light, reflector and ballast.
These lights are not for resale
and you must have them
installed by an electrician.  The
auction will close after coffee.

We are placing an order with
Cloud’s Orchids today so please
have your order along with 75%
of your dollar value in to
Heather or myself.  They don’t
usually ship after Oct 1st, but
Cheryl has contacted them and
they will as long as we get our
order in as quickly as possible.
That is why we are rushing this

 Phal Bellina

Pat Randall and Karen Ostevik-
Bone who joined the SOS in
September.

Slide Show

There will not be a slide show at
the October meeting.

Plant Sale

The plant sale table will
feature paphs that remain from

the purchase from Forest
View Gardens in May along
with some seedlings from
Clouds.

Meeting Agenda

• Announcements
• Problem Corner
• Show and tell
• Coffee/Supplies
• Plant Raffle
• Plant sale
• Adjournment
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order at this time.

We are looking for someone to
sit on the executive as
Secretary to replace Anita, she
is stepping down after all
these years on the executive.  I
want to thank Anita on behalf
of the executive as well as the
members for all she has done
for the SOS, as she was our
order person for many years
before taking on the Duties of
secretary. We will miss her.
Let’s give her a hand for all
her hard work.

Bob Farthing will be placing a
light order for October, please
see Bob for your requirements.
As well, we can now obtain, I
believe from Early’s, T5
Sunblaster wide spectrum
lamps as well.  We can also
offer orders for T12 and T8
lamps. We also have a price for
T8 fixtures, if someone would
like to order some.  If we could
get feedback from the
membership as to what they
would like to see ordered that
would be great.  A List will be
available for October, and
order will go in for delivery at
the November general meeting.

Our orchid tours in June were
well attended again and we had
a lovely day to do this.

We are looking for input on
what topics members would like
to see for classes.  Please
think about this and let either
myself or Eugene know and we
will definitely try to comply.

Eugene,our Speaker Coordin-
ator is working on several
interesting prospects and we

will keep you posted. Russ
from Carl Austin is not
available, but may be able to
come in the spring. Terry
LeTendre may be available and
he has an eclectic bunch of
orchids that he grows. Monica
DeWitt is also a possibility.

The Manitoba Orchid Society is
also looking to bring in a
German speaker and we are
working out costs, etc. He
breeds Paphs, Phals, etc. and
would potentially come in the
spring.

We will be continuing our
book reviews this year, so
please don’t be afraid to give
us a shorten version of any
book you have read from the
library.  Remember – your
name will be put into a draw
for a prize drawn in May of
2008.

Our Slide Presentation today
is  called “The Big Three
Cattleya Species”

Plant Raffle  Tickets 1- $1.00
- 3 for $2.00
Phal. Love Child (a Bob Lucas
Phal) (Claire Bularo)
Book – You Can Grow
Phalaenopsis Orchids – Mary
Noble (from James Sather)
(Carol Steinhauer)
Blank Orchid cards (Jeanine
Smith)
2 Orchid bags  Brookside
Saskatoon COC 2002 (Dave
Robinson and Fred Myer)
Book – Proceedings of the
16th World Orchid
Conference Vancouver 1999
(Cheryl Bell)

Plant sale
Potting class
Adjournment
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Web Page of the Month
Each month we will feature a
web page.  If you have a
favorite, send it to the editor.
This month’s featured site,
hosted by Rob Zuiderwijk for
Phrag lovers is:

 www.phragweb.info

the site features articles on
Phragmipediums, mexipedium,
selenipedium and phragma-

paphium.  It is very easy to
navigate, click on a species
name and you are linked to a
page with photos, in situ
habitat,  botanical drawings,
taxonomy and related infor-
mation including hybrids.  This
is a very useful site that
should be in the Bookmarks of
anyone interested in
phragmipedium and related
genera.

Classified Ads
Editor’s note:  If you have orchid related items for sale, send your ad to the
editor by the second sunday of the month.

For sale: Assorted Orchids.  Ron Jensen, RJES@shaw.ca , is
selling his orchid collection. He will send you a listing along
with prices and pictures by return email.  This is a great
opportunity to acquire some interesting plants at reasonable
prices.

For sale: Orchids by Kimberly has now available Phal violacea in
spike, Phal complex awarded crosses in bud, Chinese Cymbidiums,
formosanum, ensifolium, kanran, lowianum, hookerianum,
goeringii etc., as well as  some others standards and minis in
spike.
 
Also some Cattleyas in bud are available.
 
Email Kimberly at bamboobaby@shaw.ca for prices and further
details.
 



  

    Phal texas fancy
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How I Grow Vanda Orchids
By Al Hartridge
Editor’s Note: this is the fifth in a series of culture articles by SOS
members who are known for growing fine plants. See the March, April, May
and September 2007 newsletters for the first four articles in this series
on Phragmipedium Paphiopedilum, Dendrobium and Masdevallia orchids.

be more ideal to keep the
temperature in the low to
mid 60s F during the night,
except for the cost of
natural gas.

Humidity

It is quite important to
provide the proper humidity
for Vandas, as it helps to
keep the roots healthy and
beautiful.   With my vents
closed, I can easily get the
humidity up to 70 percent or
higher.  I have a two level
growing area with a small
gas forced air furnace on
the lower level. When the
furnace goes on, it reduces
the humidity temporarily, but
it comes back quickly.  Just
the moisture from watering
the plants keeps the
humidity high.  I have also
used large shallow humidity
trays on the floor under the
lower benches, but I don’t
think this is necessary.

Water

I use RO water for all my
orchids.

Fertilizer

I use MSU RO fertilizer for
all my orchids.  I dissolve
one and three quarters of a
teaspoon in 20 litres of
water.  I spray my Vandas
with this solution for three

Vandacious orchids are the
most intriguing plants in my
orchid connection with some
of the most beautiful
blossoms.  My plants are
grown in what I call a
solarium greenhouse setup.

Light

All my Vandas are situated
next to windows facing south
or southwest although some
light also comes from the
southeast.  I use no shade
except during the hottest days
of summer when I partially
close the venetian blinds.  In
the late fall, winter and
spring months, I provide extra
light with HID lighting, both
high pressure sodium and
metal halide.  I used to turn
the lights on from 8:00 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. and again from 5:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Because of
the increased cost of
electricity, I have eliminated
the morning phase without
noticing any appreciable
decrease in bloom frequency.

Temperature

At night during the summer
months I pay no attention to
temperature, but during the
day I open the vents if the
temperature rises above 86
degrees F (30 degrees C).
During cold weather, I let the
temperature fall to 58
degrees F (approximately 15
degrees C).  It would probably



Water until the
roots appear
green or dark in
colour.

weeks each month and then
with water only on the fourth
week.  Lately I have been using
recycled water from a 45
gallon aquarium which is
composed of RO water and fish
waste, together with aquarium
chemicals that are largely
aquatic plant fertilizer.  This
appears to be working fine as
none of my plants are getting
scales.
.
Potting Medium

I don’t use any potting medium
to grow my Vandas.  All of
them are suspended on
stainless steel or brass rods
and hang bare rooted.  This
way I can water freely without
worrying about root rot.
Every morning the roots of my
plants have turned white in
colour and are more brittle in
appearance.  This is a good
indication it is time to water.
Water until the roots appear
green or dark in colour and
water is running freely off
them rather than being
absorbed.

It is not necessary to water
more than once a day.
Sometimes I get lazy and take a
day off with no harm.
However, don’t plan to take
more than one day off in a
row, or you will end up with
dehydrated plants.

Flower induction

I don’t have any tips on
inducing blooming, but I can
relay an experience that may
shed some light on the
subject. This summer, after
procrastinating for many
years,  I put my Vandas outside
in a real greenhouse where I
have been growing vegetables.

Even with a 30 percent shade
cloth I felt that it was way to
hot for the orchids, as I had
fried a few Cattleyas this way
in the past.  With only the vents
and doors open and no fans
operating, I rigged up an
automatic watering system to
water twice a day with sand
point well water and very
little fertilizer.  In early
September I was amazed to find
my Vandas very vigorous in
appearance and five of the
plants were in some stage of
blooming. This was obviously a
very good idea for I have never
had Vandas this far advanced in
blooming in September.  I am
hoping that these plants bloom
twice this year.

I hope this information will be
helpful to anyone wishing to
grow and bloom this type of
orchid.

         Vanda Bangkok Blue


