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Editor’s Note

The Newsletter will be
distributed electronically to
all members for whom we have
an email address. If you wish to
switch from Paper to
electronic Delivery, notify me
at (Robert.Lucas@usask.ca). Email
me if you have not received
your electronic newsletter by
the third Sunday of the month.

Visiting Speaker

Ross Stewart, an officer with
the Canadian Wildlife Services
will speak to the Society at the
March meeting.  The subject of
his presentation is Cites, the
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species.
He will also speak to the issue
of the importation of plants.

Executive elections

Elections to the Executive of
the SOS will be held in April.
We have vacancies in two areas,
social and Librarian. If you are
interested in serving on the
Executive or know someone who
might be interested, please
contact Sherida.

Book Reviews

In order to increase the utili-
zation of our Library re-
sources, we have instituted a
book review.at each meeting.
Any member who contributes an
oral report will be entered

Announcements
Headline

SOS Newsletter

In a draw in May for an orchid.
See Sherida for details.

Website Update

Jennifer has introduced a new
page in the SOS website that
allows members to post pictures
of flowering Plants to aid in
their identification. This page is
primarily designed to help with
the many Kuiken Cattleya species
that we have acquired over the
past few years.  Some plants
were missing tags while other
divisions of the same plant were
named.  If you see a plant on this
page that you recognize, please
contact Jennifer.

Culture Series

This month the newsletter
introduces a Culture series
that features articles by
members of the Society who have
demonstrated the ability to
grow specific genera particular-
ly well.  Although we do reprint
articles dealing with culture,
they typically describe condi-
tions that are difficult to
reproduce in our climate.  With
this series, we will have a
written record of how to grow
successfully in Saskatoon.  The
first article in this series is by
Carol Steinhauser on the
culture of Phragmipediums.
Future contributors are Carol
(Paphs), Pamela (Catts), James

March Meeting

The March meeting of the
Society will be held on
march 18th at Dutch
Growers, commencing at
1:30 p.m.

Web Address

www.saskorchids
.com



  

 Phal Bedford Gem

   

Check out the 19th

WOC, January 23-
28th, 2008, Miami

Sherida welcomed members to
the Chinese New Year as it's the
year of the pig.

A special welcome is extended to
any guests. I hope you enjoy it, if
you would like to join please
come and see Heather for
membership forms and she will
take your dues.

Announcements

James and I are doing a trial run

Feb 18th    meeting minutes
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with our Gardenscape pres-
entation this afternoon right
after coffee. We would like
you to give us your feedback
and comments.

Talking about Gardenscape –
we have a volunteer sheet at
the front for members to sign
up to man the display, so please
share your time. We will be
obtaining passes for the
volunteers that sign up to
work at our display.

 Phal Bellina

(Dendrobiums), Al (Vandas),
Ruthanne (masdevallias) and
Cheryl (hydrophonics)

Slide Show

Because of the visiting speaker,
there is no slide show in March.

Plant Orders

We hope to place an order with
Hausermann’s after the April
meeting.  It is anticipated that
catalogues will be available at
the March Meeting. You may also
view the catalogue online at
www.orchidsbyhausermann.com

Gardenscape

Gardenscape will be held on
March 23-25, 2007 at Prairieland
Exposition.  We will be entering
a Society display and we need
volunteers to help with setup
and take down as well as with
the information table.  Garden-
scape is an important source for
new members and we would like
to advertise the club as much as
possible. There will be a
volunteer sheet at the main
table at the March meeting and
we ask that you sign up for one

of the time slots.  Volunteers
only have to work for two
hours and they receive free
admission to the Show.

We also need blooming plants
for the SOS display.  Plants
may be dropped off at the
exhibit site on Thursday,
March 22, from 5:00-7:00, p. m.
They must be picked up at 5:00
sharp on Sunday, March 25th.

19th WOC

The 19th world Orchid
congress will be held in
Miami, Florida from January
23-28th, 2008.  A number of
Society members will be
attending.  Check out the not
to miss features at
www.19woc.com/home.htm

 Meeting Agenda

• Announcements
• Problem Corner
• Show and tell
• Coffee/Supplies
• Ross Stewart

presentation
• Plant Raffle
• Plant sale
• Adjournment
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Jennifer, our Web Master, has
updated our web site with The
World Orchid link, Check it out
it has some very interesting
information on the 19th WOC.
There are a few executive
members that are planning to
attend. Perhaps we can
organize a group trip.

In addition, a Perplexing Plants
Page is now available, so send
in your pictures of 'untagged'
bloomers (plants that is)!

Last month I mentioned that
COC is arranging for Marilyn
Light to do a speaker’s tour in
October.  We have her coming
October 21, 2007 so we will be
moving our monthly meeting up
one week and have it to
correspond with Marilyn’s trip
to Saskatoon.  She will be
presenting on the topic ‘Even
Orchids Need Their Sleep’.

Remember Gardenscape is
coming up shortly, so talk
nicely to your plants, we needs
lots of blooming and happy
orchids.  We are also looking
for help setting up the display
so if you would like to lend a
hand and have some free time
on Thursday the 22nd please
see James, Al or myself.  Our
display site is near the lecture
area in Hall C  which should be
ideal to attract a lot of
attention.

Our elections are coming up in
April and we have 2 vacant
spots on the executive, one is
Carol’s spot as librarian.  She
has done a wonderful job for
the last 10 years and now she
would like to step down.  The
other spot is as Social
Director, to fill Joanna’s spot.

she is away with work so often
it is hard for her to be on the
executive.  We will miss her as
well. So, please start thinking
about joining our executive, we
have a lot of fun and it is a
great experience. if you can
think of someone that you can
persuade to let their name
stand, that would be great.
Please let one of the Executive
know.

The Chanthorn Order has been
cancelled.

We made the front page of the
Edmonton Newsletter for our
Calgary display!  Someone's
Cattleya made the front page as
well (perhaps Ruthanne’s?)

Plant Raffle  Tickets 1- $1.00  -
3 for $2.00

Problem Corner

A Phalaenopsis that looks great
but will not spike,  even under
lights for 14 hours.
Perhaps you are treating it too
nicely!  Try a bigger tempera-
ture change.

A Paph which has a flower that
will not fully open.  Last year
it opened fully.
Bellatulum crosses sometimes
will not open fully, perhaps
that is just the cross. Try
increasing the light to see if it
makes a difference.  Perhaps it
is too warm, try a cooler place.
Once the flower is set it will
be difficult to change that
flower, you will have to try
again next bloom time.

A Catt with 4 spikes that
blasted.
Probably there was not enough
.
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Tip For the Paph-
phrag grower, you
can fertilize more
heavily if you keep
your plants moist.

fertilizer, and it could not
support the blooms.  If it was
moved it may drop its buds.
Bud blast can also be caused
by ripening fruit and by a cold
breeze.

I Purchased a light stand with
only 2 lamps per tier.  Should
I have purchased a stand with
4 lamps?
Phals will be fine under only
2 lamps

A Paph that is browning off
the bottom leaves, and also
now some higher leaves are
browning off.  It was repotted
only 18 months ago.
It appears that that plant has
been kept too wet or too dry,
probably too wet.  Media
should be fine, but dump it
out of pot and check the
roots! New growth seems OK
so it should be fine, but keep
an eye on it!

Book review

Ellen presented a review on
the book 'Dendrobiums: An

Introduction to the Species
in Cultivation,' by Sybella
Schelpe & Joyce Stewart.

Show and Tell

Jocelyn D'Eon, Bob Farthing,
Yvette Lyster, James Sather,
Mary Orchard, Jennifer
Burgess, Heather Anderson,
Lynn Campbell, Claire
Bullaro, Ron Jensen,
Sherida Gregoire, Carol
Steinhauer

Coffee & Supplies

James & Sherida’s
Presentation – Growing
Orchids in Every Season

Plant Raffle

Bc. Yellow Bird, Book
Proceedings of the 16th
WOC, Vancouver 1999
Sarah Nykiforik, Sharon
Wallentiny

Plant sale

Adjournment

Web Page of the Month

Each month we will
feature a web page.  If you
have a favorite, send it to
the editor.  This month’s
feature, courtesy of Ron
kaufmann of the Orchid
Digest is:
www.users.bigpond.net.au/c
ymspecies/

This site is hosted by
Stephen Early, an
Australian orchid fancier.
The site contains an
overview of Cymbidium
taxonomy and a table of

primary hybrids.  However,
the main attraction is the
collection of individual
species pages.  Information
about distribution, habitat,
cultural requirements and
photos make up the content
of each page.  According to
Kaufmann, this is an
important site for anyone
looking to broadening
their knowledge of orchids
in general and specifically
with Cymbidium species.



  

    Phal texas fancy
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How I grow phragmipedium Orchids
By carol Steinhauer
Editor’s Note: this is the first in a series of culture articles by SOS
members who are known for growing fine plants.

Light

In the winter I grow my
phrags under lights using a
fixture with 2 tubes of
Benelux 55 Full Spectrum
fluorescent bulbs.  These
are good for 30,000 hours.
The lights are set on a timer
to run for 14 hours a day,
along with the oscillating
fan.  When the lights are on
it’s windy and when the
lights are out it’s calm. In
the summer when my cats go
into the greenhouse, this
move opens up a bench in the
house, with a southern
exposure plus lights, and
this is where my phrags
spend the summer.

Water

In the winter I use water
straight from the tap at luke
warm temperature.  I have
the phrags sitting in trays of
water about 1 cm deep.  I
pour water into the pots and
let them drain into the
trays. I do this weekly.
About once a month I take
each phrag to the sink and
flush with water.  In the
summer I use rain water as
the weather permits.

Temperature

I grow the phrags on the
cool side in the winter.  The
furnace is programmed to
come on at 6:00 am, to 22
degrees C.  At 8:00 am it
shuts down to 17 degrees C.

At 5:00 am it goes back up
to 22 degrees C till 10:00
pm.  Then it goes down to 17
degrees for the night.
This happens Monday
through Friday. On the
weekend (and my days off)
the temperature stays at 22
degrees all day.  In the
summer when the furnace
is not running the
temperature averages
around 20-22 degrees C.

Thus the orchids go
through a cool down stage
twice in a 24 hour period
During the winter months,
due to energy conser-
vation.  In the summer they
are at a more stable
temperature just cooling
off a bit for the night.

Fertilizer

I use three different types
of fertilizer, rotating them
on a regular basis.   I
fertilize about every other
week at a strenth of 1/8 tsp
to 4 litres of water. I use
Schultz for Orchids 19-31-
17, Plant Prod 20-20-20
with micronutrients and
MSU. Remember to water
first with plain water
before fertilizing to avoid
burning the plant.

Growing Media

Originally the phrags were
grown in bark and moss.
Now as they get repotted I
use leca pellets



Phrags are fun to
grow.  You can’t
over water them.

and moss.  With leca pellets
you avoid bark breakdown
and therefore you don’t
need to repot as often.  I put
pellets on the bottom of a
plastic pot.  Then I put in the
plant placing moss around
the roots and I top up with
pellets.

Flower induction

I don’t use any method to
force blooming.  I just let
nature take care of it.

Miscellaneous Hints

When your phrags are sitting in
water don’t have it too deep.
One cm of water will be
absorbed or evaporated quickly
and so the water doesn’t get
stagnant.  You will find the
water gone in about 5 days.  I
only add water once a week.

Phrags are fun to grow.  You
can’t over water them.  They
seem to be bug free.  They
bloom for months!

Top Ten Reasons Why Loving Orchids is the
ultimate Relationship
(Adapted from an article of the same name by Madame Sarah in
the Orchid Digest, Vol. 69, #1)

10. When you enter the greenhouse no one asks, “And where
have you been?”

9.   When you see a really good orchid, you don’t have to feel
guilty about thinking about taking it home.

8.   Nobody will ever tell you that you will go blind if you
repot by yourself.

7.   You don’t have to go to a sleazy shop in a seedy
neighborhood to buy orchid supplies.

6.   You don’t have to hide your Orchid Digest magazines.

5.   There are no known orchid-human transmitted diseases.

4.   Nobody expects you to grow the same orchid your whole
life.

3    Your orchid will not get upset about orchids you repotted a
long time ago.

2.  You will always be able to enjoy orchids no matter how old
you are.

1.   You can enjoy several orchids at the same time without
anyone raising an eyebrow.


