
November,  2006
Volume 24, Issue 3

SOS Executive
President:
Sherida  Gregoire

Vice President:
James Sather

Past President:
Faithe Prodanuk

Secretary:
Anita Zadorozny

Treasurer:
Heather Anderson

Social Directors:
Jocelyn D’eon
Joanna Klimaszewski

Plant Orders:
Cheryl Adamson
Heather Anderson
Sherida  Gregoire

Resources:
Bob Farthing
Yvette Lyster

Librarians:
Carol Steinhauer
Ellen Ross

Newsletter:
Bob Lucas
Dave Robinson

AOS Representative:
James Sather

COC Representative:
Al Hartridge

Visiting Speakers:
Eugene Kucey

Webmaster:
Jennifer Burgess

Mailing Address
Saskatchewan
Orchid  Society
Box 411
Saskatoon, Sask
S7K 3L3

Editor’s Note

The Newsletter will be
distributed electronically to
all members for whom we
have an email address. If you
wish to switch from Paper to
electronic Delivery, notify
me at (Robert.Lucas@usask.ca).
Email me if you have not
received your electronic
newsletter by the third
Sunday of the month.

Meeting Date Changes

The February and March
meetings of the Society have
been changed because of
conflicts with the Orchid
Society of Alberta Show and
sale and Gardenscape,
respectively.

The February meeting will be
held on February 18th and the
March meeting will be held
on March 18th, both at Dutch
Growers.

Plant Orders

The order from Orchids by
Hausermann has been
distributed.  The plants
arrived in great shape with
some in spike.

Membership Renewal

Society memberships for 2006
2007 are due and will be on
sale at the November
Meeting.  The fee is $25.00
for a single membership and
$30.00 for a family member-
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ship. A new form must be
completed before purchase.
Failure to renew by November
will result in loss of member-
ship privileges including receipt
of the newsletter.

Florescent Light Order

The Society order of florescent
lights will be available for pick-
up at the November meeting at
the resource table.

Visiting Speaker

Dan Miller of Dutch Growers
will be speaking to the Society
at 2:00 p. m.  The topic of his
presentation is how to groom
and display flowering plants for
maximum effect.

OSA Show and Sale

The orchid society of Alberta
show and sale will be held in
Edmonton on February 23-25,
2007. A decision to enter a
display will depend upon the
number of Society members
attending, for extra hands are
needed.  If you plan to attend
and could help out with trans-
port of plants to or from the
show, please tell Sherida.

Book Reviews

In order to increase the utili-
zation of our Library resources,
we have instituted a book review

November Meeting

The November meeting of
the Society will be held on
Nov. 26th at Dutch Growers,
commencing at 1:30 p.m.

Web Address

www.saskorchids
.com



  

 Phal Bedford Gem

   

Another best
Visiting Display
award!!

Bob L., standing in for Sherida,
welcomed everyone especially
new members and guests.

Announcements

Calgary Show Sept 30 & Oct 1.
We did very well at the show,
winning 1st for visiting display.
There were a total of 17 orchids
and 10 of them won ribbons.
Placings were as follows: 1st –
Carol, Bob (2); 2nd – Ruthanne,
Bob, James, Cheryl; 3rd – Bob,

Oct. 22nd   meeting minutes
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Ruthanne (2) Many thanks and
appreciation go to Cheryl and
Heather for all their hard
work packing, setting up and
taking down the display.  The
pictures of the display were
great.

For winning 1st we were given
a print of an orchid that will
be up for silent auction for
the next 2 months.  The sign up
sheet will be at the front. it is
a lovely water colour so get
your bids in!

 Phal Bellina

at each meeting.  Each member
who contributes an oral report
of a library book that is
especially interesting or
useful will be entered into a
draw at the May meeting for an
orchid.  Cheryl A. will present
a review at the meeting.

Award Raffle

The Auction of The Prize for
Best Visiting Society display at
the Calgary show continues at
the November meeting.  The
winner, to be announced
sometime during the meeting,
will receive a framed water-
colour painting of a Dendro-
bium. The current high bid is
$5.00.  Let’s not let it go for
this price!

Slide Show

Because of the visiting speaker,
there is no slide show in
November.

Plant raffle

Safeway has donated plants

for the raffle in November.

Electronic Newsletter

If you still receive your
newsletter by regular mail
we invite you to try the
electronic version.  This
version has enhanced quality
particularly for photographs
and it will save the SOS
mailing costs.  Just email the
editor with your address.

Humidity Trays

We have received a new ship-
ment of humidity trays.  The
heavy duty black ones with
grate sell for $27.00 and the
smaller green ones with
grate sell for $10.00.

Meeting Agenda

• Announcements
• Dan Miller Lecture
• Problem Corner
• Show and tell
• Coffee/Supplies
• Plant Raffle
• Plant sale
• Adjournment



                                                                                                                                     

Phal Sun Je
Diamond
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The Hausermann order has
been placed and Cheryl thinks
it will arrive around the end of
the month.

The Kimberly Orchids order has
arrived and Sarah N. distribu-
ted the plants before the
meeting today.  Remember to
quarantine new plants for
three weeks to ensure that you
do not spread bugs to the rest
of your collection!  This refers
to new plants from all sources!

The Sign up sheet for ordering
lamps for your grow lights is in
the Resource area.  Bob Farth-
ing will order them after this
meeting so please remember to
put your name and quantity on
the sheet.  Bob will bring them
to the November meeting for
distribution.

There are some great plants on
the sale table, so if you wish to
purchase plants please come to
the front and give us your
number from your name tag.

Memberships are now past due,
if you have not renewed your
membership for this year the
November newsletter will be
your last.  For those of you
with e-mail addresses, let us
know if you would like to
receive your newsletter that
way, it is a more
environmentally friendly way
to get your newsletter!

There is an excess of fertilizer
in the Resource area. We are
having a garage sale on some
items to blow them out.  Check
in the Resource area to see
what you can get!  Also, there
are humidity trays for sale.
The large black trays are $27

and the small green ones are
$10.  These trays are to put
under your plants so that you
can add water to the bottom
and they increase the humidity
around your plants.  Humidity
is a very important consider-
ation to keep your collection
healthy and thriving!  The
trays are very sturdy, well
worth the price and hard to
come by.

Plant Raffle Tickets are one
dollar, three for two.

Dutch growers has donated
Zygopetalum B.G. White
‘Jumbo’ x Zygopetalum Elfin
Jade ‘Freckles.’ Orchids by
Kimberly has donated Bur.
Nelly Isler.  Ellen Ross
donated and unnamed Cymbid-
ium  Also, there is an OSA vase
and a hardcover book of the
proceeding of the 16th WOC
(Vancouver)

We have decided to institute a
monthly book review.  There
are some great books in the
library and anyone that gives
a review of any of the books
that they signed out of the
library will have their name
entered into a draw for a free
plant that will be drawn at
the May meeting.  Ellen Ross
has graciously agreed to give
our first review:  Taylors
Guides – A beginner book with
beautiful color photos.  A
great companion to help you
start your collection! The
Orchid Digest magazine –
beautiful photos, discussion
of the exploration for
orchids.  Helps you see what
you could be blooming!

Thank you Ellen!
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Keikis should have
six inches of roots
before they are
removed from the
mother plant

Problem Corner
How do you get rid of
centipedes?  Centipedes do
not harm your plants, but they
do not look attractive.  They
live in the bark so repot and
soak in water with mild
insecticide to kill eggs and
bugs.  Use ant dust in your
watering or a mild bleach
solution.
How often do you change your
grow lights? Depending on the
lamp, one year, two years at
most.
How large should a Phal keiki
be before you cut it off the
stem? Have 6” total root so 1-
6” root or 2-3” roots, etc.
When repotting a Phal, what
do you do with aerial roots?
Just cram them into the new
pot!
When is an orchid considered
‘beyond hope’?
It depends on variety.  Some
plants are deciduous so if
they drop leaves, don’t worry!
How high above your plants
should you position your grow

lights?  Younger plants
should be closer for warmth
from lights.  Mature plants
are usually 12-18” away.
Does anyone know anything
about the plant L. anceps
‘Elizabeth Taylor’?
Unfortunately, no one had
heard about this variety.

Show and Tell:
Bob Farthing, Ron Jensen,
James Sather, Ellen Ross, Al
Hartridge, Ruthanne
Hanbidge, Mary Orchard, Bob
Lucas.

Slide Show Presentation: “The
Legacy of C. Horace.”  Viewers
will get a first hand account
of why C. Horace is so import-
ant.  It is a beautiful collect
ion of fine Cattleyas.  A copy
of the AOS slide show is on CD
in the library for anyone who
may want to check it out at
home.

Plant sale
Adjournment

Web Page of the Month

Each month we will feature
a web page.  If you have a
favorite, send it to the
editor.  This month’s
feature, courtesy of Ron
kaufmann of the Orchid
Digest is: www.riks.be

Rik Neirynck, a belgium
orchid enthusiast, has
created a site that features
Photos of native European
orchids in situ, including
many rare orchids.

Another useful feature is a
collection of reviews of
orchid books and CDs,
including 66 in English.
The reviews are catelogued
by geographic area (world-
wide) and alphabetically.
They present bibliographic
information and a brief
summary of the content.
This collection is  very use-
ful for learning more about
the species you might have in
your collection.



  

    Phal Texas Fancy
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Culture of the Genus Miltoniopsis
By Woody Carlson.  (Reprinted with permission from the Orchid
Digest, Vol. 68 (2), 2004.)

One of the most beautiful
genera in the orchid family is
Miltoniopsis. These plants are
know popularily as the ‘pansy
orchid,’ because of the simil-
arity of their appearance to a
pansy flower.  They are also
referred to as the ‘Columbian’
or cool growing miltonias.

The genus Miltoniopsis, a
member of the subtribe
Oncidiinae, comprises six
species and their various forms.
John Lindley, a distinguished
English botanist and orchid-
ologist, established the genus
Miltonia in 1837, based on the
warm-growing Brazilian species
M. spectabilis, and dedicated it
to the Earl Fitzwilliam,
Viscount Milton (1767-1857).  In
the years that followed, many
species of different genera,
including the species of Milton-
iopsis, were lumped into the
genus Miltonia.

In 1889, Godefroy-Lebeuf
recognized that Colombian-type
species were morphologically
different from species of
Brazilian origin and establish-
ed the genus Miltononopsis.
The Greek derivative suffix
–opsis implies relationship to
Miltonia.  Acceptance of the
generic name Miltoniopsis by
taxonomists and growers was
stubbornly resisted for years.
In 1976, Garay and Dunsterville
reestablished the genus
Miltoniopsis of Godefroy-
Lebeuf for all the Colombian-
type Miltonia species of
Miltonia.  Today the name
Miltoniopsis is accepted by just
about all orchidists and co-

mmercial growers. Though the
generic name Miltoniopsis is
taxonomically correct, the
Royal Horticultural Society
has retained the name Mil-
tonia for registration pur-
poses. The first Miltoniopsis
grex was Milt. Bleuana, a
cross of Miltoniopsis vex-
illaria x Milt. roezlii, named
after the French hybridizer
Alfred Bleu, and registered
in 1889.  Since then, over
2,000 Miltoniopsis hybrids
have been registered, but
under the genus name
Miltonia.  The botanically (or
scientifically correct abbrev-
iation for Miltoniopsis is
Mltnps.

These cool-to intermediate
growing Miltoniopsis species
are epiphytic, and grow in the
tops of trees that border
dense mountain forests at
700-7,000 ft. elevations.
Miltoniopsis have sympodial
growth.  The pseudobulbs are
oval to smooth, with a single
leaf growing from the top.
Growing from the apex of the
pseudobulb are three to five
tall, thin leaves which are
sheathed on the lower half
with smaller leaves.  Dun-
sterville and Garay, in
Venezuelan Orchids, accurate-
ly described the genus as
follows: “Miltoniopsis are
characterized by aggregate,
one-leafed pseudobulbs,
exauriculate column which is
united with the top through a
central keel-like ridge with-
out any excavation.”

Peak flowering season is
early April to July; however,



The magnificent
array of bright
colours and
patterns of these
flowers is
absolutely
stunning

some clones may flower in the
fall or at various times of the
year as new growth matures.
The slender inflorescence
emerges from leaf axils at the
base of large leaves.  It is not
uncommon for an inflores-
cence to emerge from each
side of the pseudobulb, and
on some plants with a strong
bulb, a third inflorescence
can emerge from the top of
the bulb.  Inflorescences
develop into beautiful arch-
ing sprays that vary in length
from eight to over twenty
inches.  Each inflorescence
will carry anywhere from
three to ten or more large,
flat flowers that are often
fragrant.  Blooms can last on
the plant for a period of six
to eight weeks.  The magnify-
cent array of bright colours
and patterns of these flowers
is absolutely stunning, and
includes reds, pinks, deep
purples, yellows, whites and
combinations of these
colours.  Their prominent lips
are broad and rounded with
masks of contrasting colour.
Some have waterfall patterns
and/or spotting on their
large, attractive lips.  Unfor-
tunately, Miltoniopsis
flowers are short lived when
cut; from the time an inflor-
escence is cut until it collap-
ses can be anywhere from a
few hours to two or three
days at most.

The best flowers for size and
keeping qualities are those
that are produced in the
crisp, early spring months.
Flowers produced later in
June or July usually do not
last as long due to the
warmer weather. As soon as
the Miltoniopsis plant has
finished flowering, one or
two new growths will start to
develop from the base of the
pseudobulb that has just
finished flowering.  When

theses growths mature the
following spring, the plant
will send up new inflor-
escenses and flower again.
With good culture and tender
loving care, your MIltoniopsis
will continue to reward you
with magnificent sprays of
flowers year after year.  The
following parts of this article
delve into the culture of these
wonderful plants.

Light

Miltoniopsis do best with a
light level between 1,000 and
1,500 footcandles (fc).  During
periods of active vegetative
growth in early spring, and in
the late fall and dull overcast
winter months, the light inten-
sity can be increased to 1, 800
fc.  Light can be measured by
using certain photographic
light meters or by meters
specifically designed to read
the light in footcandles.  The
GE type 214 or 217 light meter
and EC limited light intensity
meter are specifically made to
measure light in footcandles
indoors and outdoors.

Miltoniopsis plants grown in
the home require light condit-
ions that are basically the same
as for African violets which is
semi-shaded, filtered sunlight,
never direct sunlight.  An east
or west window is preferable
to a south window.  The desired
colour of the Miltoniopsis
foliage is light green, and
leaves should be stiff and
upright.  Some clones will show
a pink tinge on the foliage if
given too much light; dark
green leaves indicate too little
light.  If the light readings get
down into the 400 to 500 fc
Range, leaves become dark
green and lush.  Some leaves
will flop over as they mature.

(to be continued)


