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Editor’s Note

The Newsletter will be
distributed electronically to
all members for whom we
have an email address. If
anyone wishes to switch from
Paper to electronic Delivery,
Please notify Bob Lucas.
(lucas@usask.ca). Email me if
you have not received your
electronic newsletter by the
third Sunday of the month.

Web Page

Members may submit their
photos to the Society web
page gallery at
photos@saskorchids.com Photos
must be at least 500 x 375
pixels in size.

Visiting Speaker

Kimberly Pronyshyn of
Orchids by Kimberly of
winnipeg will attend the
January meeting.  She will
bring pre-ordered plants as
well as others for sale.  She
will present a lecture on the
culture of Phragmipediums
and she has asked that if you
have problems with a Phrag,
bring it to the meeting for a
consultation.

Florescent Lights

Bob Farthing has investigated
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the bulk purchase of 48” flor-
escent lights.  He has negotia-
ted a very good price, about four
dollars, and he will have a
limited number at the January
meeting.  In addition, there will
be order sheets at the Resource
table for those unable to pur-
chase at this time.  The tubes
are full spectrum and are
appropriate as grow lights.

Book Sale and Draw

When we purchased the catts
from Garry Kuiken last spring,
we also received a number of
boxes of books on orchids.  The
executive has been reviewing
these and some will be placed in
our library.  Others will be
sold to members or distributed
in the Meeting draw.  There are
copies of past editions of the
AOS bulletin that we do not
need and these will be dis-
tributed free to Members.
Faithe will provide more infor-
mation about the book sale and
Draw at the January meeting.

OSA Show

The orchid society of Alberta
show will be held in Edmonton
on February 24-26th, 2006.  The
SOS will be entering a display
and we are looking into the
possibility of renting a bus.
More information will be pro-
vided at the January meeting..

January Meeting

The January meeting of the
Society will be held on
Jan. 22tnd at Dutch
Growers, commencing at
12:30 p.m., at which time
Kimberly Pronyshyn will
present a lecture on the
Culture of Phrags.

Web Address

www.saskorchids
.com



  

 Phal Bedford Gem

   

Due to the timing
of the OSA show
our February
meeting will be
held February 19,
2006 instead of
February 26.

Faithe welcomed everyone and
thanked Howard Ginsberg for
the deflasking demonstration.

Announcements

Thanks to Anita for volunteer-
ing to take over the Secretary
position from Sherida and a big
thanks to Sherida for 7 years
as Secretary.

This is the last meeting for the
Silent Auction for the print of
schomburgkia tibincis from the
New York Botanical Society.
our display won at the COC
show.  Some time before the
end of the meeting today, a
lucky member will have
purchased this lovely framed
print.

Once again we have a book up
for auction, this month’s title
is Home Orchid Growing, 3rd

Edition by Rebecca Tyson
Northern.  This could be the
perfect gift for you for
holiday reading.  Bidding
starts at $5 and increases by a
minimum of $1

Did you know the library has
items to give away?  Past
editions of the AOS Bulletin
are available. visit with Ellen
and Carol to get more
information.

 November 27th meeting minutes
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February 24-26, are the dates
for the Edmonton Orchid Show
with the theme “Orchids in
Focus”.  It will be held at the
South Campus, Grant MacEwan
College, 7319 – 29th Avenue.  We
are planning on entering a
display at this show, and hope-
fully we will be as successful
as we were at Calgary.  Due to
the timing of this show our
February meeting will be held
February 19, 2006 instead of
February 26, please make note
of this meeting change.  Once
again we are looking at the
possibility of public transport
to go to the show. How many are
interested in attending if we
could arrange a van?  (11
possible raised hands.)

Does anyone have any suggest-
ions for changes to our meet-
ings or our club in general?   A
suggestions box is available for
your comments.

Cheryl Adamson’s son has a
large terrarium for sale with
lights.  Please inquire with
Cheryl for more information.

January 22nd meeting – we are
trying to get Kimberly from
Orchids by Kimberly as our
guest speaker.  Watch your
newsletter for more
information.

 Phal Bellina

Meeting Agenda

• 12:30: Lecture on
Phragmipediums by
Kimberly Pronyshyn

• 1:30: Plant sale by
Orichds by Kimberly

• 2:15: Coffee/Supplies

• Announcements
• Show and tell
• Problem Corner
• Plant Raffle
• Plant Sale
• Adjournment



Show and Tell
Ruthanne Hanbridge,

Phal Sun Je
Diamond
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This is our last meeting
before the holidays, so stock
up on your supplies. A Happy
Holiday wish is extended to
you from the executive.

Dutch Growers hosted the
Campaign N’ Pink to raise
funding for the women’s
breast health centre at City
Hospital, 1200 were in attend-
ance.  The SOS purchased 3
vases and provided cut orchids
for the silent auction.  We
are pleased to say that our
auction item garnered a lot of
interest and sold for over
$200.

If there is enough interest,
we will be approaching the
electrical wholesalers to
purchase bulk fluorescent
lamps for those who grow
under fluorescent lighting.
Remember you should replace
your lamps every 12 months as
the lumen output decreases
about 50% within one year.

Sherida spoke to Safeway and
they have kindly agreed to
donate their orchids that
finished blooming for our
plant raffles/sales.  Thanks
Sherida for finding this
opportunity for the club.

plant raffle

Two plants from Safeway,
Phal (Luchialady x Hsinging
Lip) x Dtps [Tomboy x (mount
Beauty x Hama Lip)] x Sibling
and two bars oatmeal soap.

Winners: Rochele Bob F. Jan
Lynn and Yvette.

Problem Corner

spotty leaves on unnamed
plant (Oncidium or Odont-

oglossum?) and plant won’t
bloom.
These plants are prone to
spotty leaves.  Perhaps you
are using too much fertil-
izer.  Odont’s can be diffi-
cult to bloom, be patient

Show and tell

Bob Lucas, Al Hartridge,
Eugene Kucey, Bob
Farthing, Cheryl Adamson,
Ruthanne Hanbidge,
Sherida Gregoire, Heather
Anderson, Pamela Mann,
James Sather,

Slide Show

We are happy to welcome
Howard Ginsberg from
Montreal as our guest
speaker.  He was gracious
to present a demonstration
on deflasking prior to the
meeting and will present a
lecture/powerpoint on Mini
Cattleya orchids (Catts
smaller than 8” tall).  In
addition,  After a break he
will do another
presentation on the Phal
Golden Peoker.

Silent Auction

Congratulations to Judy
Homenuk on her winning
bid of $60 on the botanical
prints.  Congratulations as
well to Joanna K. for the
winning (and only) bid on
the book $5.

Adjournment

The next meeting is January
22nd, 2006.
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Flowering
apparently occurs
below the soil
surface.

Each month we will feature
a web page.  If you have a
favorite, send it to the
editor. This month’s feature,
suggested by Ronald
Kaufmann of the Orchid
Digest is,
www.orchidphotos.org

This site contains photographs
primarily of orchid species
taken by Eric Hunt of the San
Francisco Bay area, as well as
an alphabetical list of orchid
species photos along with
thumbnails.

Web Page of the Month

Little Known Orchid Facts
Editor’s note: one of the fine books donated by garry Kuikan to the
SOS Library is a collector’s edition of The  Manual of Cultivated
orchid Species, by Bechtel, Cribb and Launert.  The following are
nuggets of information that caught my eye.

It appears a contradiction
that the orchids, which have
a reputation for being so
difficult to cultivate,
should be found in almost
every environment on the
earth’s Surface.  Surely the
most remarkable orchids of
all are the Australian
species, Rhizanthella
gardneri and Crypthanthemis
slateri whose truffle-like
existence is wholly sub-
terranean.  These have been
found less half a dozen
times and almost nothing is
known of their ecology
other than flowering
apparently occurs when the
inflorescence is several
centimeters below the soil
surface and the flowers are
presumably pollinated by
soil animals.

In their pollination, orchids
reach a degree of complexity
seldom rivaled elsewhere in
the Plant kingdom. In Ophrys,
males of the pollinating
species, emerging well
before their females, are

attracted to the orchid flowers
by a scent which imitates that
secreted by the abdominal
glands of the female bees or
wasps.  As the male approaches
the flower, visual stimuli of
colour and shape comes into
action, for the flowers of
Ophrys species closely
resemble insects.  Finally,
when the insect alights on the
orchid lip, further tactile
stimuli from hairs on the lip
elicit strong copulatory
motions in the male insect
bringing it into contact with
the sticky tips of the pollinia.

The promise of food is a major
attractant to potential pollina-
tors and many orchids possess
nectaries in the form of a spur
or a pouch at the base of the
lip.  Strangely, many orchids do
not secrete any nectar so the
visiting pollinator will not gain
from its visit.  The orchids are
also parsimonious where
potential pollinators such as
beetles and bees are attracted.
The lip indumentum in many



  

    Phal texas fancy
                                     

SOS Newsletter Page 5 of 6

orchids consists of pollen-like
farinaceous hairs which are
chewed by the pollinator.
Thus, the pollen itself, which
is vulnerable because it is
concentrated in a limited
number of pollen masses, is
protected.

Indeed the diversity of orchids
seems to be directly linked to
the availability of pollinators:
as the insects have the largest
number of species of all
animals, so those plants, the
orchids, which rely on them for
pollination have a correspond-
ing and overwhelming diversity
of species.

Orchid seed is dust-like,
closest in size to fungus  and
fern spores.  The number of
seeds produced by each plant
more than compensates for
their minute size.  R. A. Rolfe
estimated that a single capsule
of the swan orchid, Cycnoches
chlorochilon, contained 3.751
million seeds and Burgeff
estimated an average of 3.933
million seeds in each capsule.
Typically, each plant produces
several capsules per inflor-
escence each season and thus
seed production per plant may
be immense.

Orchid seed will not germinate
and grow successfully without
the seedling being infected
before or soon after germina-
tion by fungal threads, termed
hyphae.  This association of
orchid and fungus is called
mycorrhizal.  The relationship
between the mycorrhizal
fungus and orchid is generally
beneficial to both organisms:
the fungus provides nutrients
for orchid growth while the
orchid provides a home for the

fungus.

One might suppose that the
absolute dependence of
orchids upon the
mycorrhizal association
would be disadvantageous to
the survival of the family.
Why then are orchids so
successful?  No simple
answer can be provided but
Undoubtedly several factors
merit attention.  Firstly,
orchids generally favour
habitats where interplant
competition is low. The
epiphytic life undoubtedly
offers an enormous number
of micro-habitats from tree
trunk to branch tip where
few other plants can exist.
The mycorrhizal relation-
ship may itself be less of a
sieve than it at first appears.
The relationship is apparent-
ly not highly specific and
the fungi so far identified
are common and widespread
species.  Thus, where orchid
seed lands the chances are
high that suitable fungal
spores will be present.

Also of importance is small
size, lightness and high seed
production for orchids.
They are ideally suited to
wind dispersal and the wide-
spread distribution of many
species confirms that long
distance dispersal does
occur.  Oakes ames noted
that on Kratatoa , which had
been effectively sterilized
when it was formed by a
gigantic eruption, some of
the first colonizers were
orchids.  He suggested that
the colonizing seeds
brought the necessary
fungal spores with them.



basket culture is a
good way to increase
the size of your
Orchid collection.

Mounting continued:

After deciding where the
Orchid will go on the bark,
place the bark flat and lay a
bed of sphagnum large enough
to hold the width and height
of the root ball. Place the
Orchid on the sphagnum. You
may want to turn it until it
until the roots are down as
much as possible.

Insert sphagnum into any
spaces between the roots, and
cover the rest of the root
ball. Be liberal. Using strips
from the legs of the nylons,
cut the loop, and tie enough
together using square knots
to form at least two feet of
stretched material. Laying the
strip under the mount and
under the root, hold the strip
in place with one finger along
the side of the cork. Begin
wrapping the nylon. You use
enough tension to keep the
orchid in place when held
upright. Wrap the nylon
enough times to ensure your
Orchid and the sphagnum will
stay in place and tie the ends
with a square knot or two.
Fashion the 6 inch piece wire
of into a hook and insert it
into the top of the mounting
material.

Make sure a second hook is
formed to hold the hook in
place. There are other
materials you can use other
than nylon. Wire works, as do
long pieces of twist ties,
fishing line and twine.

However, these  materials
have no stretch to them and as
the plant grows, these could
cut into the plant or roots.

Baskets

Somewhere in between pots
and mounts are baskets,
usually made from cedar.
Vandas, Oncidiums and
Cattleyas are especially fond
of basket culture. The main
advantage of using baskets
rather than pots is that air
circulation is increased
around the roots. In addition,
since baskets are designed to
be hung up, basket culture is
a good way to increase the
size of your Orchid
collection. Our basket
Orchids are placed in 100%
Sphagnum, with white styro
peanuts placed randomly
around the roots to increase
drainage.

Watering and fertilizing is
the same as for our potted
specimens. The most notable
observation to make here is
that overall, in our
experience, basket culture is
easier than mounted culture,
and produces healthier
Orchids than potted culture.
In a greenhouse environment,
hanging your Cattleyas and
Vandaceous Orchids is
another way to create micro-
environments by shading areas
underneath for those Orchids
that can thrive in the shade.

BASIC ORCHID CULTURE(Part III)
by Aaron  J. Hicks of the Orchid SeedBank
Project (See the September and November Newsletters for
Parts I and II.)


